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PREFACE. 



It has been well remarked by a dear 
friend,^ that * he who ventures to put a 
volume before the public, must be satisfied 
to leave the decision of its literary character 
and worth, whatever they may be, to those 
whose office it is to deal out praise and 
censure — to raise a work into notice, or 
to consign it to oblivion : but an author 
may be allowed to state the object and 
design of his performance/ My view in 
the publication of these Sermons is, at 
once, to meet the wishes of many among 
my stated hearers, and to make another 
offering, however small, to the treasury of 
the Church of God. Being written in very 

> The Rev. Joseph Jones of Newchurch, near 
Warrington. 
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quick succession, to answer the require- 
ments of a daily service in the House, of 
Prayer, these discoiu-ses advance no claim 
to depth of thought, originality of 
plan, or extent of preparatory theological 
reading. The subjects were chosen, as 
well suited to a Course of Lectures, 
on the evenings of that week, in 
which our Church has commemorated the 
Passion of her Adorable Head ; and on 
the day, when she bids her members rejoice 
in his Resurrection. It was my desire, 
however inadequately it has been fulfilled, 
to fix the minds of my hearers, upon the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, as the 
blessed centre of all their hopes ; and as 
the point, from which a believer may most 
fidy contemplate the coming glories of that 
day, when He who " was once offered to 
bear the sins of many, shall appear, to 
them who look for Him, the second time, 
without sin, unto salvation." 

I have not scrupled to profit by the pages 
of Hall and Havel, who have brought these 
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sayings of the Lord before the Christian 
Church, each in his own peculiar manner, 
and each with his own peculiar unction 
and excellence. If the agony of the Cross, 
and the triumph of the Garden, shall re- 
turn any echoes of Emmanuers love to 
the heart of faith, awakening there, (as the 
Holy Spirit bears testimony to the \m- 
searchable riches of Christ) a more heaven- 
ward flow of the affections, and a more 
entire devotedness to Him who is ** All 
and in all," my purpose will be fiilly 
answered, and my cause of rejoicing will 
be great indeed. 



R. P. B. 



Everton, 
Ash Wednesday, 1833. 
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Spirit who takes of the things of Christ, 
and shews them to His inquiring disciples, 
commend His priestly work, in its extent 
and comfort of love, to the hearts of all 
among you; and enable you to feel the 
happiness of being able individually to say, 
** He loved me, and gave Himself for me/* 

** Father, forgive them ; for they know 
not what they do." 

From this prayer of our dying Saviour 
we may learn, as His Spirit applies it, 

I. That ignorance of the person 

AND WORK OF JeSUS ChRIST, ARISING 
FROM THAT CARNAL MIND, WHICH IS 
ENMITY AGAINST GOD, FORMS THE CHIEF 
REASON WHY MEN SIN AGAINST HiM, 
EVEN, TO CRUCIFYING HiM AFRESH, AND 

PUTTING Him to an open shame. 

The Jews had possessed the means of 
knowing Him, as the promised Messiah, 
when the fulness of time should come, 
wherein to discharge that obligation, into 
which He had entered by covenant engage- 
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ment with the Father, from eternity, to die 
for sinners, '^ the Just for the unjust, that 
He might bring them unto God/' But so 
carnally had they understood the Scrip- 
tures, that when Jesus came, and when 
they might have " beheld his glory, the 
glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, 
fiiU of grace and truth," they " saw no 
beauty in Him that they shoidd desire 
Him." Had they understood the mind 
of Almighty God, in the revelation of the 
ancient Scriptures touching His Son, they 
would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 
And therefore, while St. Peter declares, that 
Jesus, being '^ by the determinate coimsel 
and fore-knowledge of God delivered, the 
Jews by wicked hands had crucified and 
slain Him,'' he tenderly aims to lead them 
to the abundant mercy of Grod, in the fiill 
assurance of its exercise towards them, 
uow that the sin-convincing Spirit was 
charging their guilt home upon them, by 
ascribing their rejection and murder of 
Christ, to the dark veil that was upon 
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tfadr heaits concenung Him. Tlieir sin 
was ratfaor that of a most inconsiderate 
zeal, as the diief-priests, and rulers, and 
Scribes, and Pharisees, incited them, than 
a deliberate act of impious enmity against 
Him, as the Son of God, become incarnate 
for the world's salvation. Under the awfully 
darkening influence of this ignorance, Paul 
verily thought within himself, '* that he ought 
to do many things contrary to the name of 
Jesus of Nazareth : " under its delusion he 
persecuted the Church of God, and Christ 
himself, in his suflFering members. O how 
dreadful the consequences of man's lapse 
into sin, which made the deepest counsels 
of God, for a fallen creature's happiness in 
grace and glory, foolishness unto him ;— 
leaving him in absolute darkness, tmtil the 
Eternal Spirit, entering his soul in the 
fulness of mercy, shall say, ** Let there be 
light ; " and then there is light, to under- 
stand imto eternal salvation the things that 
are freely given unto sinners of God. If 
the natural mind were not in spiritual 
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darkness, deep and unrelieved, like that of 
Egypt, which God spread over the land for 
Pharaoh's sin^ could there be such an 
ignorance of his pure and perfect law, 
which is the bright transcript of his own 
majesty, as to allow, that a sinner should 
hear its awful denunciation against him, 
and yet turn away from ** the Lamb slain" 
for sin, ** from the foundation of the 
world," — even from Him, who taketh away 
the curse of the law, being made a cxu'se 
for us, — from Him whom ** God made to 
be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we 
might be made the righteousness of God 
in Him?" If men were not miserably 
ignorant, as the god of this world, acting 
through the darkness of their natural hearts, 
blinds them, could they turn away in daring 
unbelief, from a scriptural view of Jesus 
Christ,— the stupendous proof, that * * God 
is Love," — the bright and blessed manifes* 
tation, that * * He so loved the world, as to 
give his only begotten Son, to the end, that 
whosoever believeth on Him should not 
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perish, but should have everlasting life ? " 
If men were not miserably unacquainted 
with the preciousness of Christ's atone- 
ment and righteousness, and with the 
spiritual purport of his own solemn re- 
mark, that if He wash not all who bear 
his name, they have no part in Him, could 
they turn away, as they do, in wretched 
unbelief from that blood of Jesus Christ, 
God's only son, which cleanseth from all 
sin ? Were they not miserably led astray 
from the solemn truth, that if they are not 
put into Him by faith, they can no more 
be saved, than the sinners of the old world 
could have escaped from the waters while 
they were without the shelter of the ark, 
would they not seek to be found in Him ? 
and, standing on the battlements of the 
city of refuge, glorify God for their safety ? 
Is it then enough, that a man should say, 
'I knew not these things, and therefore 
all is safe with me ? ' No, brethren, no. 
God forbid that any of you should lay this 
flattering unction to your souls. You have 
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a gospel in which all these things are 
plainly written : and there is a Spirit, 
promised by God, to make all truth known 
unto his people : and He hath undertaken, 
in all the inviolability of eternal faithful- 
ness, to give that Holy Spirit unto them 
who ask it. A man ignorant of God in 
Christ, can no more recover himself out 
of the mortal disease under which his soul 
is labouring, than a sick man, (unless by a 
direct interposition of Almighty power) 
can recover of a ^malady unto death, with- 
out the skill of a physician, and the ap- 
plication of a sovereign remedy ; as God 
may bless the sagacity of the one, and the 
healing virtue of the other. If we are 
ignorant, dear friends, we are wilfally 
ignorant: and thus to remain, imder all 
the means of light and knowledge, is a 
most dreadful manifestation of the heart's 
entire alienation from all the mercies of 
redeeming love, so freely proffered to, and 
so tenderly pressed upon the acceptance 
of a lost sinner's soul, under the dispen- 
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sation of the gospel. Tlie light may shine 
in darkness, and the darkness may not 
comprehend it : but ** this is the condem- 
nation, that light is come into the world, 
and men love darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds are evil." Christ 
Himself hath declared, where the hinder- 
ance lies, even in the stubbornness of an 
iron will and a stony heart—* * Ye will not 
come unto me that ye might have life." 

But ye, whom the work of God's Spirit 
hath brought into so much light, as to 
bewail that ignorance of the Redeemer, 
under which you have laboured, and who 
are crying earnestly to God, as you look 
back upon a life of unbelief, * Father, for- 
give me, for I knew not what I did,' do 
not write bitter things against yourselves, 
as though that pardon would not, and 
could not be granted to you. It is Christ's 
gracious office in heaven to pity and relieve 
you. He is ordained by God a High 
Priest, ** to have compassion on the igno- 
rant, and on them that are out of the 
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way ; " and He speaks to you, from within 
the veU, as Joseph, to his repenting brethren, 
from the side of Pharaoh's throne, ''Be 
not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that 
ye sold me hither ; for God did send me 
before you to preserve life." It is one 
of the greatest griefs of a believer, that he 
knows not the grace and glory of Christ 
more fully : and, on the other hand, the 
strongest compassions of the Lord are 
exercised towards those sorrows which 
most strongly beset his brethren. As He 
is the Author of that knowledge, which 
leads to faith ; so will He be the Finisher 
of the one, as well as of the other. Let it 
be your comfort now, that you have the 
glass of his word, in which to see Him ; 
the Spirit within you^ to open your eyes ; 
and a High Priest above, to exercise com* 
passion towards you. As He pleads against 
the guilt of sin, which, by one act of His 
priestly office. He hath expiated ; as He 
pleads against the power of sin, which, as 
a King, He hath broken ; so He pleads 
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against the remaining ignorance of the 
sonl, which, as a Prophet, He is removing 
by His instruction. He is the light of life ; 
and in his light shall you see light, unto 
endless glory. 

II. The prayer of our Lord on behalf 
of His enemies teaches us. That there is 

A FULL, FREE, AND AMPLE PARDON, FOR 
ALL WHO ARE WILLING TO RECEIVE IT J 
EVEN AS THERE WAS FOR HIS MURDERERS. 

He could not ask a thing impossible with 
God ; and, therefore, when He cried, 
" Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do," that prayer must have been 
granted, for those whom it comprehended ; 
and whom it brought before God, for the 
mercy of forgiveness in his blood. Hence 
did Paul draw his strong consolation, as. 
the Holy Ghost applied the precious truth 
to his soul, *^ This is a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all men to be received, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners ; '' of whom, he adds, in that spirit 
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of humility, which the Wood of the Lamb, 
sprinkled upon a soul for its salvation always 
produces there, ** Of whom I am chief." 
Here was a blasphemer, a persecutor, and 
injurious, — ^here was one who, in the full- 
ness of ministerial usefulness, declared him- 
self less than the very least of the apostles, 
not meet to be called an apostle, because 
he persecuted the Church of God. Deeply 
does he mourn over the wickedness of his 
opposition ; but yet he knew that he was 
pardoned ; yet he knew that he was justi- 
fied ; yet he knew that he was sealed to 
Grod, by the Spirit; and yet the Spirit 
bore witness with his spirit, that he was a 
child of God. He does not extenuate his 
guilt with the plea of want of knowledge, 
when he says, he persecuted ignorantly in 
imbeUef ; because immediately afterwards, 
as I said, he calls himself the chief of sin- 
ners : but he describes his mournful state, 
as a blind and unbelieving opponent of the 
Lord Jesus Christ; and so an object of 
pity to that gracious Redeemer, that good 
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Shepherd who came to seek and to sa^re 
that which was lost. 

Let Paul then come forth, to testify the 
certainty of pardon already given to all 
believers ; — pardon, which the Great Inter- 
cessor sues out for them, in his pleading 
with God. Let those who nailed Him to the 
cross come forth, to tell, to praise, to mag-- 
nify, the efficacy of that fountain opened in 
Him, which though the transgressor's * * sins 
be as scarlet, can wash them white as 
snow : though they be red like crimson, 
can make them white as wool." Let Peter 
offer himself to your regard, for a strong 
encouragement and consolation. He denied 
his Lord. AH the love of Jesus, shewn 
towards him ; — all the distinctions heaped 
by Jesua upon him ; — all the revelations 
concerning the dignity of Jesu3 vouchsafed 
to him, had not sufficed to hinder him 
from refusing to own his knowledge of the 
Lord, and that with oaths and curses : yet 
is Peter pardoned, and all his sins are cast 
into the depths of the sea. there is a 
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faand of the rsd^med, bright in the glory 
of an fiCDomjdisbed warfistre ; and there is 
anodier band yet miUtant upon earth, with 
die strong oonfidence or gracious hope of 
pardoned sin, to assure you who thirst for it, 
mder a s»kse of guilt ** as the hart panteth 
after the water-brooks/'-^that Christ hath 
given you redemption through his Mood, 
eyen the forgiveness of sins ; and that God 
vill communicate the sense of its peace to 
yonr hearts^ Among the trophies of the 
Redeemer's cross, there was ^^ a great com^ 
|ft8&y of the priests," even of the very men 
who instigated the misguided multitude to 
cry, '' Away with him, oruciiy him, crucify 
htm ; " bnt who WiCjne afiterwaids jMicked to 
the hpart ; as the blood of atonement was 
j|)pfied to thenx» by the Spirit ; and then 
tJbey became obedient to the faith. Many 
of those who shed iljaat blood in unbelief, 
mere afterwards led to thirst for it, and they 
drank of it by faith, and lived for ever. 
Are any of you humbled beneath the con- 
viction of your sins ; any of you * * pricked 

c 
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to the heart, and crying. What must we 
do to he saved ? " The fountain, in which 
they were cleansed is still open — ^the atone- 
ment, hy which they were redeemed from 
the guilt of sin is still as prevalent and 
perfect, as when it was first made. Where- 
fore then, should any of you despond, or 
douht of mercy ? If your transgressions 
could exceed in * malignity the price and 
preciousness of the Saviour's death, to re- 
concile you to God, you might indeed dread 
and he dismayed. But the case is far 
otherwise : original and actual sin, trans- 
gressions against all the invitations of the 
Bible, and all the pleadings of God's 
love, and all the warnings of conscience, 
may be washed away in that pure, that 
unfathomable river of the water of life 
which the atonement of our Emmanuel 
opened for the guilt of men. The infinite 
dignity of his person, who offered Himself 
in sacrifice for a lost world, — the infinite 
value of the oblation, its infinite merit, 
and everlasting power, all unite in one 
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blessed harmony, whereto nothing but un- 
belief can make a discord, to shew, that 
the blood of Christ is a peace-speaking 
atonement, even, as I said, to the chief of 
sinners. Every member of the blessed 
company, which John saw around the 
throne, had washed his robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
Imitate their faith, my hearers, ye, on 
whose hearts the sense of unpardoned sin 
lies heavy, like the stone on the grave of 
Lazarus, and crushes your spiritual comfort 
beneath it. There is pardon for you ; 
Christ hath dearly purchased it ; Christ 
hath successfully pleaded it ; and Christ 
hath fiilly obtained it. 

III. By what act then was the grace 
of pardon communicated to those deluded 
offenders who had so , guiltily crucified the 
Lord of glory ? Surely by the inter- 
cession OF THE Saviour, as He hung 
UPON THE cross. Already His blood had 
begun to flow there, — the blood of the 

c 2 
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Lamb slain in the divine counsds* from the 
jbundatioan of the world ; and aLready» had 
He taJcen of it, and e&tai^d into the holy 
|daee, and sprinkled the mercy :seat^ aod 
tnade intercession for the transgressors. 
In his last earthly. f<^owship. with &tm 
He had prayed for his disciples. He had 
represented tiieir case before his Father; 
and bad obtaiaed for than all aeedM help. 
Now He pleads for those, who were coverdy 
his enemies, but whom, in di^e time, infinite 
mercy diouM bring into the ha^y e&do* 
sure of Grod's own fold aiad family. How 
precious then must have been the woitb 
0f :soids in his sight 1 and He knew tb^ 
worth, for He gave his own for them. 
We do not find Him first praying for Him- 
self s'-we do not find Him impiloriiig a 
mitigation of his ow^ agonies ^— we do 
ROft find Him first commending his ^s{ibit 
into the Father's hand ;-^— we do not find 
Horn finA commenddf^ hb mother to the 
filial love of the disciple John.-— No ; we 
first find Him, as a matter of the highest 



FOE HIS MURSBaKRS. 81 

ecmeerament, commendiiig die case of 
goSity soak ta a pardoning God, through 
his atonemoity pleaded, as it was at that 
moment nuxdej on their behalf. It was a 
frnjer offered, not merely, for those who 
then stood by and moeked Him ; but for 
all ^v^o should afterwards bewail their 
traniq^ressions against Him, as that godly 
sorrow was wrought in their hearts, in part 
of the finished work of salvation, freely 
brought to them, by the grace of God, in 
the Gospel. The crucifixion, which He 
was then imdergoing formed the foimda- 
tion stone of his intercessory work, as the 
High Priest of the Church ; and then and 
there did He offer it to Grod, for a sacri- 
fice of a sweet-smelling savour, on behalf 
of sinners^ Even so, when He appeared 
to the apostle John in Fatmos, many 3Peara 
after his ascension. He wore His sacerdotal 
garment, to shew that He always appears 
as a Priest in the presence of Qod for his 
people. John also saw Him standing at 
the altar with his golden censer, and 
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offering, much incense, with the prayers 
of all saints ; to testify, that acceptance, 
both of the persons and offerings of his 
people, is found in the. incense of his 
merits. And, in order that the Church 
might never lose sight of the everlasting 
efficacy of his sacrifice, John, while con-. 
templating the Lord Jesus in his unchang- 
able priesthood, saw Him also, a Lamb,, 
as it had been, slain, in the midst of the 
throne ; whereby testimony was given, that 
the blood of Jesus, which Paul calls ^^a 
speaking blood," stiU pleads, and will for 
ever plead, imtil the dispensation of grace 
shall be consummated in glory : for all 
humble and contrite, believers in his name. 
Well then, " He is able to save to the 
uttermost all them that come unto God by- 
Him, seeing He ever liveth to make in- 
tercession for them'* — And if his pleading, 
from the agony of the cross was answered, 
at the next feast of Pentecost, in the con- 
version of three thousands of those deluded 
men, who knew not what they did, when 
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they crucified Him, why should not you 
look for the same mercy, who may now 
be convinced of guilt, and pricked to the 
heart? Nay ye, by whom this godly 
sorrow hath never yet been felt, — why 
should not you attest the free riches of 
his love? Why should not the coming 
Pentecost see graces of the Holy Ghost 
poured out on yow, even contrition for 
sin, broken-heartedness, evangelical faith, 
full and everlasting pardon, perfect justi- 
fication, a good hope through grace, adop- 
tion into the family of God, and the 
sanctification which his children have in 
Christ ? If any of you are opposing his 
person or his office, you must be saved, 
if saved at all, by that very blood, which 
now you count " an unholy thing.** If 
you come to know its worth, you will then 
have evidence, that Jesus hath interceded for 
you, and that He hath been heard on your 
behalf in heaven. 

And ye whom his grace hath over- 
ruled to love Him, how animating should 
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a TieW of Hita, itk his priei^tly dxaraeter 
be to your hearts I You hare nothing 
to bring of your own, exeept as He frtely 
gires Himself uiito you, and nothing ta 
offer, as a propitiation unto Qod for sm^ 
Let it then be dear to you, to see Jesmd^ 
haying coihpleted his Irork of redemption 
upon earth, now goii:^ as the Priest^ thd 
Sacrificer, the Intercessor^ into heaven, 
there to appear in the presence of Grod 
for you* '^ Come boldly to the throne 
of grace, that you may obtain mercy, and 
find grace td help, in time of Heed/' Thd 
angel of the cOTenant doeth wondfotualyf 
as He ascends towardi heareni ftota off 
the altar^ in the flame of the altar* It 
is for you to look on, like Mtooah and 
his wife ; to admire and adore the riches 
of divine grace; and to know^ that, both 
in sacrifice and intercession, ** Christ in 
aU and in all/' 

And now, my brethren, this Conduct of 
our dea^ Lord and Bavioui", dear as the 
Lurdi and dear as the SamoWf to you 
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who believe, will surely teach ua a gradous 
lesson of that love which the professing 
servants of God, are so imperatively bound 
(and yet alas ! are so motimfully slow) to 
learn*. Look to Jesus praying for |ii& 
enemies,—" Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do." Look to Ste-- 
phen, a man fall of the Holy Ghost, fiill 
of the Spirit of his Redeemer's love, thus 
pleading for those who stoned Him,'^ 
*' Lord, lay not this sin to their charge/' 
And win not these views of what was the 
mind of your Lord, exemplified by Him* 
^elf, and by the first martyr, who was one 
in spirit, and one in gracious bonds with 
Him, tmite your hearts in love and prayer 
for the enemies of his cross ? Hear Him 
say, *' Love your enemies ; bless them th«t 
curse you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them which despitefully use 
you and persecute you ; that ye may be the 
children of your Father, which is in hea^ 
ven : " and see Him exemplify his own 
precept by pleading for his executioners. 
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Lastly, Ask your own hearts, what 
should be the temper of a child of God, 
towards all men, and especially towards 
those, who are persecuting Christ, either 
in his members, or directly, by unbelief, 
continuance in sin, hatred of free salvation 
in the Redeemer s cross and righteousness, 
or any other manner, in which rebellious 
men do the office of the Jews who cruci- 
fied Him ? * That goodness,' as one who 
had deeply studied the gospel, hath wisely 
said,^ ^ cannot be genuine and upright,, 
which depends upon the goodness of others, 
and is exercised only as they deserve it.* 
If oiu* meekness or charity be such, only, 
or mainly, as lies in the good and meek 
carriage of others towards us, in their 
hands and tongues, we are not intrinsically 
its owners, nor is it a gracious habit in us. 
It is the accidental quiet of an! unstirred 
spirit ; move it, and the bitterness that has 
only subsided to the bottom, for lack of 

> Abp. Leighton. 



FOR HIS MURDERBRS. 27 

agitation, will diffuse itself through the 
whole heart and man. But when the fragrant 
name of Jesus is poured out upon the heart 
— ^when it knows its own sin, and knows 
something of the free grace of atone- 
ment in the Lord — ^when it feds that the 
Saviour hath spoken pardon to it ; and, m- 
stead of the curse due to sin, hath blessed 
it with a title to glory, in the righteous- 
ness of Grod, it should not only pardon 
every injury, but pray for the inflicter of it. 
Be much in intercession then, for those 
who "know not what they do?** from 
whose spiritual view Christ Jesus is deeply 
shrouded by ignorance, by the love of sin 
and by unbelief. Plead their cause with 
God. They know not what they do. And« 
as, when the Saviour's agony was the 
heaviest, He sought the salvation of his 
enemies ; so, when the dishonour which 
sinners may now do to Him presses most 
painfully upon your hearts, or their oppo- 
sition to you, as followers of the perse- 
cuted Lamb of God is most active, then 



/ 
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bring them on your hearts before the throne 
of grace. Take advantage of the opei^ 
door,--opened into the holiest, by the blood 
of Christ : and leare not the throne, until 
you have laid their case before the Pathor, 
and earnestly besought the Spirit to apply 
the blood of sprinkling to their souls. 
Abound in this duty. ' ' Be ye kind, tender- 
hearted, forgiving one another, even as God, 
for Christ's sake, hath forgiven you." You 
cannot pray for yourselves, as you ought, 
if you pray onhf for yomrsdves. And what 
you pray, that God would do in them, 
endeavour, in your measure, to do far 
them, by labouring to bring them, in faith, 
to the cross, as God may give your wdrk 
of love acceptance in their hiearts. ^' Be 
not overcome of evil; but overcome evi^ 
with good.** 



SERMON II. 



THE DYING REDEEMER'S TENDERNESS 
FOR HIS MOTHER. 



JOHN XIX. 25--27. 
now TimtB fflt>09 wr tbm cbosb of jbsos, his BKyiHii^ 

AKD H2S MOTHER'S 8ISTBB» HAAY THE WIRE OF GLSD- 
FHAS, AND MART MAGDALENE. WHEN JESUS THEREFORE 
SAW HIB MOTHER AND THE DISCIPLE STANDING BY, 
WHOM HE LOVED, HESAITHUNTO H» MOTHBR» W<»iAN, 
nSHOLD THY SON I THEN SATTH HE TO THE DISCIPLE, 
BEHOLD THY MOTHER I AND FROM THAT HOUR THAT 
DISC»>LB TOOK QBBR UNTO HIS OWN HOME. 

It has become a proverl)^ which the 
e:qpeiience of all ages, and M circuiai- 
fttaoces m the history of fallen maa, has 
tended to Terify, tha/t acute and ag^arated 
sorrow, instead of diminishing, confinns 
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and increases the natural selfishness of 
the human heart. The more intense the 
sufferings endured may be, the more 
strongly and obstinately does the sufferer 
enwrap himself in his own afflictions ; 
and turn away from all kindly sjnnpathy 
with the calamities, which others aroimd 
him may endure. It is a manifestation 
of divine grace, and a triimiph of God's 
new-creating Spirit over the old man of 
sin, which is corrupt, according to the de- 
ceitful lusts, when one who is himself 
labouring under the visitations of trial 
and trouble, is enabled to " rejoice with 
them that do rejoice, and to weep with 
them that weep." 

In this respect, as in all others, He 
who hath left us an example that^e 
should follow his steps, deserves the imi- 
tation of his disciples. His word has 
told us, that He is love : and the ex- 
hibition of it, by Himself, was per- 
fect love, — the love which fills all heaven, 
and all the blessed, who dwell there. 
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Anudst all the agonies of Gethsemane, 
when his sweat was, as it were great 
-drops of blood falling to the ground, 
He could so accurately view the dang^ 
of his sleeping disciples, as to beseech 
them to watch and pray, lest they entered 
into temptation. Even on the cross itself, 
notwithstanding the anguish with which 
his body was racked, and all the weight 
of sin that pressed down his soul, as the 
infinite justice of God required its atone- 
ment at his hands, we find Him able 
to enter deeply, and minutely into the 
miseries and wants of others. They who 
nailed Him to the cross, had invoked his 
blood upon themselves, and upon their 
children. Unless the guilt thus madly 
called down, were cleansed through his 
atonement, applied by faith to their souls, 
they would irrecoverably and for ever 
perish, beneath the wrath of God. Their 
want was therefore most urgent, their 
misery extreme : and his gracious inter- 
ference on their behalf, unimaginably im- 
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portBoL The fint words therefiire, winch 
He uttatd fiom the cross, were addicssed 
to God, on their bdbatf— *' Father, foipvt 
them ; for thej know Bot what thej do."' 
And most gladly, most efiectually, most 
^onouslj did that Father axiswer to the 
mtercessioB of His son — soever more dear 
to his lore, than in the hour of cnici«' 
6j6oa, by ^Ting Him the soids, and the 
salvation, of so many d His mnrdeners, 
on the day of Pentecost, to be a seed to 
senre Him, and to be counted to Him &r 
a generation. 

Having thns first pleach the spiritual 
and eternal cause of his enemies as a 
Medialfor both of fttonement and inter* 
cession. He tnrns, with a flow of ten- 
derness which no suffering of his own 
could for one mom^it interrupt, to pro- 
vide for the comfort of those who w^re 
most dear to Him in tbe flesh, nmi 
according to the bonds of human kindred 
and connexion. Joseph, the husband of 
his mother had probably long been dead- 
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Yet a few minutes mt>ie of agony, and 
Jesus himself, her remaining support 
and stay, would give up the ghost. The 
history under our review, seems to afford 
a strong presumption that she had no 
children, except that Holy thing who was 
bom of her, and was called the Son of 
Grod: for, if they who are styled the 
brethren of the Lord, had really been 
bom of Mary, He would probably have 
consigned His mother to their affection, 
tenderness, and support ; in obedience 
to the law of Israel, which commanded 
the widow to be mdntained by the heirs 
of her husband, until she received her 
dowry, whatever it might be. To whom 
thai, should the dying Saviour commit 
his mother, in the approaching hour of 
her destitution and sorrow ? Even to 
the disciple whom He loved, and who 
had so ardently returned his condescending 
and gracious affection. By this act St. 
John was especially owned, as a brother 
in affection by our Lord, — "Woman, 

n 
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behold thy Son." O how inestimable 
is this relation to the Lord, in the gracious 
bonds of his covenant love! And yet 
it is ever thus. His true disciples, washed, 
sanctified, and justified, in his name, 
and by the Spirit of our God — they, who, 
under the high and blessed influence of 
this gracious completeness in Him, do the 
wiU of his Father in heaven, are ac- 
knowledged by Him, in the deamess of 
a . connexion far surpassing any other, 
merely earthly — " the same is my mother, 
and sister, and brother." 

It was a distinction of no ordinary 
kind, that John should be called *' the 
disciple whom Jesus loved.** We can 
hardly doubt,, that, in their ordinary inter- 
course and fellowship, there was a mani* 
festation of affection, on the part of the 
Saviour, towards St. John, which others, 
his brethren in the aposdeship did not 
enjoy. But this distinguishing goodness 
towards him, had nothing in common 
with the gracious.love of Christ to sinners. 
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or in his work of mediatorial goodness^ 
St. John was not gifted by the Lord 
with any love of mercy, unto the salvation 
of his soul as a sinner, beyond that 
grace and tenderness, which Jesus, as the 
head of his purchased Church, feels 
towards every member of his mystical 
body. Here there is neither John, nor 
James, nor Peter : — all are equally in 
themselves sinners before God:- — all are 
equally clothed in the robe of the 
Saviour's righteousness : — all are equally 
washed from sin in the laver of his 
blood : all are equally dear to the Father 
for his sake: — ^all are equally presented 
before God in Him, ** not having spot, 
nor wrinkle, nor any such thing." The 
feeblest and the most trembling believer 
may assure his soul of this sacred truth, 
for its comfort and joy of faith, that he 
is complete in Christ: and Paul himself 
could be no more. I must however, turn 
aside from this reasoning, to the more 
obvious consideration of the subject be- 

D 2 
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fore me) and notice, as God may enable 
me, — 

I. The immediate puaport of the 

DOUBLE CHARGE, GIVEN BY OUR LORD 
TO HIS MOTHER AND St. JoHN, " He 

saith unto her, Woman, behold thy Son : 
and to him, Behold thy mother;, and 
from that hour, that disciple took her unto 
his own home." 

They who seem to enjoy the greatest 
manifestations of the Redeemer's love, are 
often called to especial acts of duty, in 
his behalf, or in behalf of his Church 
and people : and they who can best ap- 
preciate the value of his regard, will deem 
it a high privilege and honour to fill es- 
pecial offices of love to the ssdnts of God. 
On the other hand, " he who loveth not 
his brother, whom he hath seen, how can 
he love God whom he hath not seen ? " 

But what is the most prominent subject 
here for our consideration ? Surely the 
'filial love and tenderness of the Lord Jesus 
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Christ for His mother. When yet a child, 
He had been subject to bis parents, and 
had exhibited a perfect pattern of obedient 
love. And now, when body and soul were 
overwhelmed with grief ^ which neither man 
nor angel ever have felt, or ever gan feel ; 
now that amidst all his sorrows, He hath 
yet a bright hope of assured glory in his 
eye, which might have swallowed up every 
earthly affection and sympathy, as the rod 
of Moses swallowed up the rods of the 
magicians of Egypt, we find Him still 
anxious to secure the future comfort of 
his mother, and to place her under the 
wardship of an affection, which might do 
something to supply the loss of his own 
removal. When David went to Mizpeh, 
hunted by Saul, as a partridge upon the 
mountains, he said unto the king of Moab, 
** Let my father and my mother, I pray 
thee, come forth, and be with you, till I 
know what God may do for me." He 
held his own life in his hand ; but yet the 
Uves and the sustenance ,of his parents were 
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dear to him and lay close to his hearts 
Even thus was it with the Son of David, 
with the Lord Jesus Christ, with that 
great High Priest of our profession, who 
can he touched with the feeling of our in- 
firmities, and who, whether weeping tears 
of human sorrow at the grave of Lazarus, 
or providing for the safety of his disciples, 
when Judas hetrayed Him to his enemies, 
or commending his mother to the disciple 
whom He loved, shewed that He had in- 
deed assumed the nature of his redeemed, 
that He might glorify that nature in Him- 
self. And, let me ask you, on whom the 
high claims and ohligations of filial love 
and duty rest, what is the lesson which the 
Lord's tenderness to his mother should 
convey to you ? Is it not, that the mind, 
in this respect, should be in you, which 
was also in Christ Jesus ? You never will 
know, and you never can know, until God 
may providentially make you the fathers or 
mothers of families, what a debt of affec- 
tion and gratitude, reverence and obedi-^ 
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eHce, tenderness and respect, you owe to 
yotir parents, for all the exercises and 
manifestations of thdr deep and earnest 
love; for the solicitude with which they 
have endeavoured to defend you from any 
thing likely in their consideration to harm 
you ; for the anxiety ,— often alas 1 fearfully 
mistaken, but still sincere, with which they 
have endeavoured to promote what they 
thought your real wel&re ; and often, for 
the faith and fervency, with which they have 
wrestled in prayer with God for you, and 
pleaded the momentous cause of your souls 
and your salvation ; as those of them who 
have been by grace adopted into the family 
of heaven, reminded their covenant Jehovah 
of his own promise made to them and to 
every believer, through the Father of the 
&ithful, '' I will be a God unto thee and 
unto thy seed." 

It was the highest, and I doubt not, the 
dearest of all the privileges which Joseph 
enjoyed in Egypt, not that God had made 
him a father unto. Pharaoh^ but to aged 
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Jacob, and his brethren. And if the Lord 
Jesus Christ was the true exemplar of a 
gracious child, can the grace of God be in 
that child's heart, who does not, in the faith 
and fear of God, seek and strive to follow 
the blessed steps of his Redeemer? '^fle 
who saith, I love God, ought also" in this, 
as in every other act of rdative duty, **to 
walk even as Jesus walked."^ It was a 
proverb, in part of the heathen world, that 
the aged could be happy only in Sparta ; 
because the laws and institutions of its in* 
habitants severely punished the disobe- 
dience and rebellion of children. And where 
Christ's pure gospel is preached, Christ's 
pure example recorded in the word of God, 
and arguments for filial duty, which the 
heathen never knew, are pressed home, my 
younger brethren, upon your hearts, shall 
any of you, yet expressing a hope towards 
God, by the atonement of Jesus, and pro- 
fessing to look unto Him, as your example, 

1 Flavel. 
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be wanting in the manifestations of filial 
love ? God forbid 1 You owe your parents 
reverence and honour, whatever be your 
relative conditions in life : as Joseph^ 
though lord of Egypt, bowed down before 
his aged &ther, with his face to the earth. 
You owe them unceasing tenderness and 
love ; and, display it how much soever you 
can, it will be only a part of that regard^ 
to which they are entitled. You owe them 
obedience, in all things consonant to that 
divine will, which must be alike the rule 
and limit of their demand, and your ac- 
quiescence. You owe them the requital 
of all their love, and care, and pains : and^ 
although, in the ordinary course of this 
world's procedure, the parents lay up for 
the children, and not the children for the 
parents, yet surely, if the providence of 
God hath prospered you, and made yovi; 
rich, while they are poor in this world's 
good, then it is your part and portion to 
consider yoiu'selves, as the subjects of no 
higher duty which human relations can 
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impose upon men, than to say with Joseph, 
" Come up to me, and. I will nourish you, 
for yet there may be years of famine in the 
land." My young friends, will not the glori- 
ous example of Christ's filial obedience, tes* 
tify, with an overwhelming condemnation, 
against undutiful sons, or daughters, in that 
day when ** Grod shall call every work into 
judgment, with every secret thing, whether 
it be good, or whether it be bad ? " Are 
you blessed in being the children of godly 
parents ? Regard yourselves as engaged in 
a double bond, — a bond of grace, and a 
bond of nature, to promote their happiness. 
Are the authors of yoiu* being carnal and 
unconverted ? Treat them with all possible 
consideration and respect ; walk before them 
in humility and Christian love, as God's 
dear children, if God's grace hath made 
you so. They may remember your sayings, 
when you meekly bear testimony to Christ ; 
as Mary pondered the words of her blessed 
Son, and laid them up in her heart. Plead 
for them much before God, in Christ, and 
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wait in faith, and hope, and patience, that 
your people may be their people, your 
portion their portion, your Saviour their 
Saviour, and your God their God. 

At this sad moment, the prediction of 
Simeon was fulfilled, in the experience 
of our Lord's mother : a sword was pierc- 
ing through her soul, as she stood by the 
cross, and witnessed the dying pangs of 
the Lord Jesus, doubly dear as He was 
to her heart ;— dear as her own wonderful 
Son, and dear as her Lord and Saviour. 
What solace then, (next to the persuasion, 
which God the Spirit would impress upon 
her mind, that her Son's cross was her 
soul's salvation,) like the deep consolation 
to be derived from seeing the tendemes9 
and filial duty with which He provided 
for her coming hour of destitution and 
bereavement? And my young friends,— 
amidst all the cares, and trials, and diffi* 
culties, with which your earthly parents 
may be visited, in the mysterious Arrange-* 
ments of a wise and unerring providence^ 
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they will have few more delightful 9durce9 
of support—none indeed which the crea^ 
ture, and the comforts of the creature can 
supply, more cheering and soothitfg, than 
the certainty, that you bear them upon 
your hekrts, and that they are the objects 
of your solicitude, your tenderness, and 
your prayers. " Honour thy father and 
thy mother ; which is the first command-* 
ment with promise.** 

II. In addition, however, to the imme- 
diate and obvious purport of our Lord's 
dying charge to St. John and his mother, 
there are some considerations of a 
SPIRITUAL IMPORT which I am anxious, 
very briefly to lay before you. 

(1.) We may observe y that here^ as else* 
where J our Saviour addresses his imther^ 
not under the endearing relation which she 
bare towards Him^ hut simply ** Woman^ 
behold thy 8on.^' It is possible, that 
He might thus have been willing to 
screen her, under this general title^ from 
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the reproach of his enemies, vvho woiil4 
be disposed to insult her. and so heap 
additional fuel to that flame of suffering, 
which was already consuming her. It 
may be, that He used this title, as now 
standing on the very borders of the eternal 
world, although his sympathies and his 
love were still human, and therefore wish- 
ing her to look upon the tie that united 
them, as mother and child, to be for ever 
broken; and Himself to be no more in 
the world, as her Son ? But may we not, 
and ^ as Bible Christians, with the dark 
superstitions of the Church of Rome be* 
fore us, standing in broad and palpable 
opposition to the faith once delivered to 
the Saints — may we not, and must we not, 
think that He might have some reference 
to the names and titles, wherewith that 
superstition hath invested her — especially 
as " the Mother of God,'' the "* Queen 
of Heaven," and others, not only imwar- 
ranted by the Scriptures, but absolutely 
and irreconcileably opposed to them ?*-*^ 
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Some of the writers of this Church assert 
her, I helieve, to have stood near the 
cross; and hy her participation in the 
sufferings of our Lord, to have heen assist- 
ing to his atoning mediation. Neither 
Jesus himself, nor the Holy Ghost, ever 
distinguished her hy high titles : and what 
more decided method could He have cho» 
sen, wherehy to discountenance the idola- 
try, than when, in His dying moments, 
He merely called her " Woman !" Besides, 
if He were the seed of the woman, who 
was to hruise the serpent^s head, such a 
dying testimony might serve, instead of a 
thousand witnesses, in proof of the fact. 
*' Woman !^' Thou, whose seed is now 
vanquishing Satan, in fulfilment of that 
promise given in paradise, with which, as 
well as with all the prophecies connected 
with it, as streams of the fountain of sal- 
vation to sinners in my blood, my church 
of the redeemed hath been refreshed, d\iring 
all the generations of its past earthly war- 
fare. — " Woman ! " although I am no 
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more in the world, " behold thy Son, 
who shall sustain thee, when I am gone 
to my father, and his father, to my God 
and his God." Surely, if Mary's faith 
brought home this blessed idea to her 
heart, when Jesus said, " Woman, behold 
thy Son," she might well remember the 
dong of other years, " My soul doth mag- 
nify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced 
in God my Saviour." O be zealous, truly 
zealous, for the honour of your Redeemer. 
Let no one, unnoticed and unrebuked by 
you, daringly attempt to sit upon his 
throne ; no one to share his glory ; no one 
to usturp any of those titles which he hath 
so dearly won ; no one to wear with Him 
that robe of complete and everlasting 
redemption, which He hath rolled and dyed 
in the blood of the cross. And when you 
take your stand there, with the three 
Maries, and with the beloved John, re- 
member the completeness of the salvation 
which He has wrought : — remember that 
He hath bruised the head of Satan, — that 
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your enemy, and God's enemy, and the 
Chiirch's enemy, my brethren, in the Mth 
of Christ crucified, hath been slain, utterly 
and for ever slain ; that you, and all the 
Church triumphed over Satan, in Christ 
crucified: and, lifting up your song, in 
glad remembrance of this unity with the 
conquering Saviour, cry, Thanks be to 
God, who giveth us the victory, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ ! 

,(2.) Moreover ^ this dying act of our 
Redeemer's tenderness to his mother^ may 
well recommend all the endearing affections 
of regard and love^ through all the Tnembers 
qf Christ's mystical body. If we are thus 
honored by a union with Him, so entire, so 
absolute, so inviolable, — if members of his 
body, of his flesh, and of his bones, then 
the great principle which animated Him, 
towards all who are in Him by £uth— *the 
great principle, which acts and influences 
Him, now upon the throne of heavenly 
victory — the great principle, that shall in- 
fluence Him everlastingly, when his saints 
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shall be gathered to Him in his glory, and 
in the glory of his Father — the principle 
of love^ should be the reigning principle 
of all who look to Him for the salvation of 
his righteousness and the direction of his 
example. A view of Jesus Christ upon 
the cross, in that stupendous display of 
tenderness to sinners, which is the wonder 
of heaven, and of all the blessed there, 
and the individual instance of his kindness 
to His mother, should bring the believers 
in Him very near to each other, in a similar 
affection. If we take our part with the 
soldiers who crucified Him, we shall enter- 
tain views, and draw conclusions from the 
great doctrines of the cross, which will 
tend to divide the body of Christ, as 
they parted his garments among them : 
and we may eagerly contend for victory in 
opinions, as they cast lots for his vesture : 
but if we are more graciously standing near 
the cross, in the broken-heartedness of true 
believers, looking to Jesus, as the Lamb 
of God, upon whom our sins were laid, 

E 
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and looking with the adoring gratitude, 
befitting the unspeakable mercy of such a 
substitution, we shall endeavour to keep 
the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace. 
While we must contend earnestly for the 
faith once delivered to the saints, yet surely 
if the tender High Priest of the Church 
could turn away his soul from his own 
sorrows, to look upon the individual sorrows 
of those dear to Him, in hitman, and in 
gracious bonds, should not we endeavoiu* 
to bear each others burdens, and so fulfil 
the law of Christ ? Love as brethren ; for 
" love is the fulfilling of the law." 

(3.) Did the Saviour thus provide for 
his mother ? And shall not they who dwell 
in the riches of his love^ freely j by faith^ 
cast all their care upon Him^ seeing that 
He careth for them ? The very least, and 
lowest, and youngest, in the experience 
of divine life, as well as the eldest, may be 
encouraged to cast all their care upon Him 
— ^for they were standing in his eye and 
love, equally with his mother, with the 
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wife of Cleophas, with her of Magdala, 
and with John. Yes ; He bore your sins, 
and carried your infirmities, whose case I 
have described, as well as others, and there- 
fore he careth for you, as truly, and as 
largely, as for them. He is the Almighty 
burden-bearer of his people. He bears 
all their persons, all their sins, all their 
troubles, all their exercises, all their trials, 
all their difficulties : The government of 
the mediatorial world is upon his shoulders : 
and shall you be careful about many things, 
while He saith, *' Cast thy burden upon 
the Lord, and He will sustain thee ? " O 
pray for grace to sit loose to all things 
below ; and to leave all things with Him. 
He will bear you up when you are falling : 
He will support you when you are weak : 
He will uphold you against all your enemies : 
He will carry you in inviolable safety through 
the pilgrimage of grace below; and He 
will finally bring you to his glory, that 
you .may behold him, in its fulness for ever. 
He has secured the eternal salvation of his 

E 2 
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disciples, and having given both grace and 
glory, He will withhold no good thing firom 
those who love Him. He who provided 
for the destitution of his mother, and who 
removes the desolation of every soul, 'whom 
ftiith, his gift of grace, unites with his 
fulness, will not be forgetful of lesser in- 
terests. He may take away some comforts 
from his brethren in their pilgrimage; — 
even as Mary's husband was probably some 
time dead, and she a widow, and now, Him- 
self was about to be separated from her : 
but He will assuredly give others in their 
stead ; — as he committed his mother to the 
beloved disciple. Rest then, Christians, 
on Him with the assurance of faith. If by 
effectual vocation, through the Spirit, He 
hath called you to his glory, as Joseph 
called Jacob to join him in Egypt, He will 
neither allow you to want wagons nor 
provision for the journey. 

(4.) Mary was strengthened in her trials 
and sorrow J by the mediatorial power of 
Him whose death she witnessed^ and which 
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caused her so much sorrow and grief of 
heart. Thus also doth Jesus say to each 
of those who are conformed to Him, 
in suffering, ** My grace is sufficient 
for thee ; my strength is made perfect in 
weakness." — Fear thou not^ for I am with 
thee; be not dismayed, for I am thy 
God," If the afflictions of believers 
abound for Christ, their consolations 
also shall abound by Christ, He will stand 
by them ; and he is a very present help 
in trouble. Live then, ye who thus exer- 
cise faith in Him, with a crucified Saviour 
in the eye of your hearts ; and you shall 
find the support of an Almighty, arm 
under you. Look to Him, not only 
for pardon, justification, and the whole 
of a perfect salvation, but look to Him 
for that sustaining hand of grace ; — that 
comforting manifestation of the Spirit; 
and those communications of the tenderest 
love, which will give you songs in the 
night, and enable you to glorify God in 
the fires. 
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(5.) Did the Lord Jesus Christ fulfil 
with absolute perfection every duty even 
as perfectly y a>s that to his Mother on 
the cross ? And are his disciples one 
with Him ? Is his obedience to Ood^s law 
their obedience^ his righteousness y their 
righteousness ? . What He was in God^s 
sight y by magnifying the law^ and m/iking 
it honourable y that are they also in Him? 
Ye then who through faith can lift up your 
hearts and say, ** This God is our God : 
for ever and ever/' praise and bless Him, 
that your righteousness is the righteous- 
ness of God ; and make mention of it 
only. Exalt it in your soul's gratitude, 
and glory in it before a world, which 
glories in the righteousness of men, and 
thus dishonours Him whose perfect obe- 
dience is the only robe in which a sinner 
may stand before God, and live. 

(6.) And yCy who never stand near the 
cross of Christy except to look mth in- 
difference on his sufferings^ with some of 
the multitude^ or to join the enemies who 



FOR HIS MOTHEH. 55 

reviled Hinij and nailed . Him there, — 
It is my heart's wish for you that you 
may yet look on Him whom you have 
pierced: and that, while the sword of 
the Spirit pierces through yovi hearts, it 
may discern their thoughts, and make 
you conscious of all the guiltiness of your 
unbelief, and all the misery that must 
assail your continued rejection of Jesus 
Christ, and his salvation. Lo, He calls 
you to faith and broken-heartedness from 
his cross. May infinite grace enable you 
to hear his voice in the depths of your 
souls, and to answer, '^ Lo we come unto 
thee, for thou art the Lord our God.'* 



SERMON III. 



THE PENITENT THIEF IMPLORING MERCT 

FROM CHRIST. 



C FIRST SERMON ON THE TEXT,) 

LUKE XXIII. 42, 43. 

BB SAID UNTO JBSUS, LORD BEBOQIBER BIE WHEN THOU 
COMEST INTO THY* KINGDOM. AND JESUS SAID UNTO 
HIM, VERILT I SAT UNTO THEE, TO-DAT SHALT THOU BE 
WITH ME IN PARADISE. 

It is declared, upon the authority of 
the Holy Ghost, that " the wrath of man 
shall praise God, and the remainder of 
that wrath. He will restrain." The sacred 
volume contains many striking and 
illustrious instances, in proof, that this 
declaration has been accurately and won- 
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derfully Mfilled: but perhaps none more 
extraordinary, than the circumstances 
connected with the crucifixion of our 
blessed Lord. His implacable enemies 
not only resolved to put Him to death, 
with circumstances of the utmost cruelty, 
but in every method, which their malice 
could suggest, associated that cruelty 
with mockery and insult. Among other 
dreadful refinements of malignity towards 
the Lord of glory, they crucified Him 
between two thieves, on either side one, 
and Jesus in the midst; as though He 
had been the most eminently guilty 
malefactor of the three. " But He that 
sitteth in the heavens, laughed them to 
scorn ; the Lord had them in derision," 
And while they thought themselves enjoy- 
ing the utmost gratification of their malice^ 
they were in fact, just accomplishing that 
work, which He had before determined 
should be done, and advancing the Sa- 
viour's honour by the very means which, 
in the bitterness of their hostility, they 
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took to ensure his infamy. They thus 
unwittingly fulfilled that prophecy of the 
gospel Seer, which declared, that Messiah 
was to be " numbered with the trans* 
gressors: and they also established his 
claim to be the Saviour who should come 
into the world. This act of their hatred 
exhibited the riches of his imsearchable 
love, in condescending, not only to die 
for sinners, the just for the unjust, that 
He might bring them to God ;" but to 
die a shameful and accursed death. It 
was overruled in the eternal and unerring 
counsels of God, that one of the very 
malefactors, whose share in a common 
suffering was meant to pour contempt 
and shame upon the Son of Man, was 
directed, by the abimdance of redeeming 
mercy, to bear a testimony more unequivo- 
cal perhaps, than ever was borne, to the 
divinity of his nature, and the prevalence 
of his atonement, and the royalty where- 
with He was invested. O that when the 
hearts of men are lifted up in rebellion 
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against God and his Christ, they would 
learn that solemn lesson, which divine 
dealing has heen inculcating upon a lost 
world, through its whole history, that 
Jehovah " hath made all things for Him- 
self, yea, even the wicked for the day 
of evil." Fharoah may magnify himself 
against the God of Israel ; and think that 
he asserts the dignity of his throne, the 
majesty of his empire, and the interest 
of his people, while he rehelliously refuses 
to let the heritage of the Most High go 
out of Egypt. But what is the real 
case in which he stands ? How dreadful 
is the condition in which his obduracy 
shews him to be placed, with relation to 
that God whom he so daringly insulted 
and defied." " In very deed," saith God 
Himself, **for this cause have I raised 
thee up, for to shew in thee my power ; 
and that my name may be declared 
throughout the earth." If any man be 
thus sinning against God, as it were 
with a high and clenched hand ; by 
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opposing the Saviour and the salvation 
provided in his love, and is pleasing himself 
in delusive dreams of an intellectual reli- 
gion, and of superiority to the despised 
mystery of Christ crucified — then, however 
great, however inveterate, however un- 
quenchable, may be his enmity, it will 
and it can have only two results, if con- 
tinued, — his eternal misery, and God's 
eternal glory in the condemnation of one 
who put away salvation from him, and 
judged himself unworthy of eternal life.'* 
Important however, as this consideration 
may be, and rarely, as I fear it is realized, 
in the experience of tliose who magnify 
themselves against the Lord and against 
his Anointed^ I shall not now pursue it ; 
but in the prosecution of my design for 
this week's service, shall dwell upon the 
history of which the text forms a part; 
with reference to the third blessed and 
memorable saying of the Lord Jesus, when, 
in the fulness of time He paid upon Cal- 
vary, that debt of stupendous ransom^ for 
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which He had become the bond-man and 
the surety in the counsels of heaven. The 
verses now read, exhibit a beautiful picture 
of that mutual interest which exists be- 
tween the Saviour and every member of 
his body, the Church. *The malefactor 
turns to Christ, as sovereign mercy inclined 
his heart; and Christ turns to him, in 
boundless love. He asks ; Jesus promises* 
He begs for heaven ; and the dying Re- 
deemer grants it. The mighty power and 
work of Divine grace appear in his con- 
version ; and the nature, the wonderful 
nature of Divine grace is manifest in the 
blessing which our Emmanuel gave him 
there. His request, as happy a prayer, as 
ever man made ; and our Saviour s return, 
as happy an answer, as man could desire.^' 

The subject then, as God the Holy 
Ghost may enable me to place it before 
you, win include, 

I. The petition op the malefactor* 

> Bp. Hall. 
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II. The manner in which it was 

RECEIVED BY OUR LORD. 

I. While the chief priests mocked their 
innocent victim, in his last agony, and 
said, with the scribes and elders, '' He 
saved others, Himself He cannot save : 
if He be the King of Israel, let Him now 
come down from the cross, and we will 
believe Him. He trusted in God that 
He would deliver Him, let Him deliver 
Him now, if He will have Him ; for He 
said, I am the Son of God," the thieves 
also, as St. Matthew relates, " cast the 
same in his teeth." St. Luke, however 
observes, that only one of the two male- 
factors who were hanged with Him, railed 
on Him. Perhaps both were at first equally 
hostile, equally inveterate ; but God, having 
touched the heart of one of them with a 
godly sorrow, which, probably, the other 
never felt ; that happy penitent, not merely 
ceased from his wicked reproaches, but 
reproved his obdurate companion, when 
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the seasonable time arrived. I observe, 
then, 

(1.) The amojsing simplicity and strength 
of this man's faith. At the moment of 
the Lord's crucifixion, now under review, 
what was there beyond weakness, pain, 
ignominy, torture, death, and perhaps 
guilt, to the eye of mere carnal obser- 
vation, in Him, who, " being found in 
fashion as a man, humbled Himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross ?" His enemies seemed 
to have prevailed against Him ; his hope 
in God to have perished. They who 
nailed Him to the cross were making 
merry over their work of darkness and 
blood. ** All they that saw Him, laughed 
Him to scorn, they thrust out the lip and 
shook their heads," in the very sport of 
satiated cruelty. He was forsaken by 
those who were most dear to his earthly 
love ; for there stood by Him only the 
Maries, and St. John, of all to whom He 
had taught the words of eternal life. None 
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of those signs had been wrought, which 
made the amazed and convinced Centurion 
cry out, ^' Truly this man was the Son of 
God ! " And yet, at this moment, pro- 
bably the darkest in the whole history of 
the Lord Jesus, while He wrought out the 
work of salvation upon earth, did this 
malefactor look upon Him with the eye 
of faith, and see the Lord of infinite and 
eternal glory, through all the depths of his 
humiliation : and own Him, as his Saviour, 
his Portion, his Hope, and his King. * ' Lord, 
remember me, when thou comest into thy 
kingdom ! " He fixed his spiritual eye, 
his spiritual affection, his whole heart upon 
Jesus: and his soul seemed to hear the 
proclamation of God the Father, at the 
moment when hardly another appeared to 
receive it. ** The man that is my fellow, 
saith the Lord of Hosts." . 

If the Redeemer were, to man's ap- 
prehension, unable to save his own life, 
by coming down from the cross, where 
was the probability that He should save 
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from endkfts death, and enrich with life 
and glory everlasting, one who was, out-* 
wardly and judicially only, in the same 
condemnation? If our Saviour was in 
that hour the mockery of men^ how should 
any one see in Him, the Lord of angels, 
the light, the glory, the praise, thehlessed* 
neds of all in heaven? How, indeed, 
ei^cept by God's most free and sovereign 
gift of faith ? That " faith is the sub- 
stance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen/* It can discover the 
Sun of Righteousness, under the thickest 
doud ; it can see Christ a Saviour, under 
the despised, persecuted, and dying Jesus ; 
and own Him, as the believing sinner's 
Lord and hope. It can come behind Him 
m the press, and say in defiance of all that 
is called reasonable expectation, '/ If I do 
but touch the hem of his garment, I shall 
be made whole." It can see a glory in a 
crucified Redeemer, when others deride 
Him. It can gladly own Him, when, others 
deny Him. Like Abraham, it can hope, 

F 
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even against hope* '* Christ crucified" is 
to the Jews a stumbling-block, and to the 
Greeks foolishness ; but unto them who 
are called — and they only are believers, 
He is Christ, the power of God, and the 
wisdoin of God. None of that imaginary 
inconsistency, which the reasoning idolatry 
of Socinianism thinks it has detected, 
between the death of Jesus, and the sal-« 
vation of man, can hinder the believer, 
who is saved by grace, through faith, from 
clinging with all his soul's hope to the 
amazing atonement of the cross, as to an 
infinitely needful interference, and from 
regarding the price of that atonement as 
infinitely precious, because it is the blood 
of Grod manifest in the flesh. And no 
sense of vileness in the Christian, when 
once the Holy Ghost hath taught him to 
realize the nature and grace of his Lord, can 
dissuade or prevent him from coming, in 
the assurance of that blessed record, '^ that 
God hath give to sinners eternal life, and 
this life is in his Son." 



IMPLORING MERCY. 67 

No deliverer comes to Jesus ; yet the 
thief casts himself upon Him for his ever- 
lasting redemption, and cries, " Lord, re- 
member me," Faith is a Zowjr-sighted and 
a cfear-sighted grace of the soul. While 
** that wisdom of this world, which is fool- 
ishnesswith God." sees no beauty in God'; 
crucified Son, why it should desire Him, 
faith beholds such a light from heaven 
poured upon Him, upon the glory of his 
person, and the mighty work of his sal- 
vation, as sheds comparative dimness upon 
every other object. Here was one, himself 
expiring in cruel tortures, yet carried out 
of himself, to overlook and despise them ; — 
with his soul anxious only for the everlast- 
ing blessedness, which Jesus Christ could 
bestow, and eagerly seeking it. Here was 
one, who, unmoved by every taunt, by 
every indignity, so industriously heaped 
upon the Saviour, boldly confessed Him 
before men, and owned Him, because he 
felt Him to be the only foundation of life, 
and peace, and hope, to his soul. The 

F 2 



68 THE PBNITENT THIEF 

aposdes reached no such elevation of faith, 
although flesh and blood had not declared 
the Eternal Sonship of Jesus unto Fetet^ 
but the Father who is in heaven. They 
looked indeed for a kingdom, that their 
Lord should have ; but they little expected 
that He should suffer, and thus enter into 
that royalty, which, at His second advent 
shall be universal. Bear, I entreat you, 
dear friends, the solemn inference deducible 
from this man's case upon your hearts. 
He was a malefactor, whose life had pro- 
bably been one dark tissue of crime and 
sin ; and whose knowledge, as he had 
learned knowledge in the world, was little 
more than acquaintance with guilt. Yet 
does he give in a confession, which no 
other witness had made, to the glory of 
Christ. Saving faith is not the result of re- 
ligious education ; however frequently God 
may put great honour upon it, as a means 
of grace. Faith is no product of moral 
righteousness. The belief that justifies is 
no necessary consequence of previous in- 
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tellectual, or moral advantages. God in 
Christ, freely justifies the ungodly, and 
often shews us those, who under the most 
unpromising outward circumstances, em- 
brace Christ Jesus, in all the fulness of his 
salvation, as their Wisdom, their Right- 
eousness, their Sanctification, and their Re- 
demption ; while the self-righteous Scribes 
and Pharisees are blindly opjifbsing Him. 
" I tell you," saith our Lord, to such as 
these, ** that even the publicans and harlots 
enter into the kingdom of God before 
you." 

It was well asked, " Is this the voice of 
a thief or a disciple ? " It was well said by 
him who asked the question ^ — Give * me 
leave, O Saviour, to borrow thine own 
words, *' Verily I have not found so great 
faith, no not in Israel." He saw Thee 
hanging miserably by Him, yet he calls 
Thee, Lord. He saw Thee dying, yet talks 
of thy kingdom. He felt himself dying, 

1 Bp« HalK 
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yet talks of a future remembrance. His 
faith, stronger than death, looked beyond 
the cross at a crown ; beyond dissolution, 
at a future recognition, for life and glory.' 
And why should not we receive from this 
unchangeable Saviour, this * ' Jesus Christ, 
the same yesterday, and to-day and for 
ever," like precious faith ; even such a 
portion of his exhausdess grace, as under 
circumstances the most unpromising, may 
call forth the same conviction of His power 
and of our need, which was impressed by 
the finger of the Holy Ghost upon th6 
penitent malefactor's heart? O that this 
pattern of mercy were reviewed — intelligibly 
and savingly reviewed, by every perishing 
and dying sinner ! Is it not an unspeak- 
ably encouraging truth, to be proclaimed 
among those, who have long despised 
Christ, and who think perhaps, that they 
have sinned beyond the hope of mercy and 
the possibility of pardon ; that they mieiy 
yet believe to the saving of the soul, and 
may know, that the Great Sacrifice for sin 
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"was not nearer to the believing thief upon 
the cross, than He is to all, who under 
whatever crushing load of conscious sin, 
fed their need of a Saviour ? *^ This is a 
faithful saying, and worthy of all accepta- 
tion, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners ; " to save you although 
you be even the chief of sinners. The 
dying thief believed and lived. Why 
should not ye also believe and live, lil^ 
him? 

(2.) HerCy then^ is the sum and tenor 
of the gospel, ** Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved" As He 
sealed the truth of the gospel with Hi$ 
own blood, so did it seem good in Hi$ 
sight, that the main gospel truth, its 
pillar and ground, should be proved and 
confirmed by this noble example ; even 
while He was pouring out his soul unto 
death. Accordingly, it hath pleased the 
Father and Himself, in the fulness of a 
wisdom that fills infinite heights above the 
reach of human intellect, to shew the 
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fmih of the dying thief, more strongly 
than His repenitmce: $o that, as all the 
Church, in all ages of its being, was to 
read the great doctrine of salvation by 
faith to sinners, and that not of works, 
lest any man should boast ; so, the Church 
might have this beautiful and illustrious 
commentary on the truth of that most 
blessed doctrine~^the only doctrine that 
can save a sin-convinced transgressor from 
despair — that the blood of Jesus Christ, 
sprinkled upon his soul by faith> i$ a 
proof for which the truth of God is 
pledged, that he has been brought from 
a state of death into a state of salvation, 
and is numbered among the saints of God 
for glory everlasting. 

And yet, we must not ima^e that this 
man's faith, thus realizing Christ Jesus, as 
the power of God for his salvation, was 
not a faith that wrought by love. It hath 
all the marks of that pure confidcaice which 
the Bible presses home upon our hearts; 
and which believes in Jesus, to the saving 
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of the soul. Else whence came that lowli- 
iiess and self-abasement — ^whence that sel& 
accusation *^«^ whence that deep contrition 
of heart-— whence that justifying of God, 
in bringing the consequences of sin upon 
himself, and his companion in guilt and 
fthame and death,— ^whence that amazing 
honour which he put upon Christ — ^and 
whence that rebuke to his obdurate fellow ? 
* * Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art 
in the same condemnation : and we indeed 
justly ; seeing we receive the due reward of 
our deeds ; but this man hath done nothing 
amiss ? " Oh, that «uch a faith might 
dwell in all our hearts, and such mani^ 
festations of it be made in all our lives I 

Look to the dying thief, who comes to 
Jesus, as the only Saviour that can deliver, 
just because He is an Almighty Saviour, 
and therefore able to snatch the prey from 
sin and hell :-*-who looks upon himself 
with loathing and abhorrence; and cries 
** God be merciful to me a sinner : "—who 
rebukes his former partners in iniquityi 
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while they continue to reproach the living 
God, and make a mockery of his Christ ; 
and shrinks from participation in their 
daring infidelity, with mifeigned and \m* 
dissembled aversion : who justifies the pure 
and perfect law of God ; and owns, that, 
if the Sovereign of heaven had dealt with 
him in justice, and laid the law's curse 
upon him, he would have sunk beneath its 
weight into irremediable, final, and hope- 
less misery: — and who then lifts up his 
soul in adoring love to that Saviour, who 
redeemed him from the curse of the law, 
being made a curse for him: who con- 
fesses his sins with broken-heartedness, 
as infinitely dishonourable to the God who 
hath borne with him, and spared him. 
and snatched him as a brand out of the 
burning — and who casts his salvation upon 
the Lord Jesus, venturing soul and spirit, 
and all his sins, and all his hopes, upon 
that very Jesus whom a world that lieth 
in unbelief and wickedness, is either coldly 
neglecting, or recklessly defying. And 
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shall we Dot say, that this man hath a 
bible faith, the faith which is of the ope* 
ration of God, even the faith of God*s 
elect, although he may not be providen- 
tially gifted with lengthened days or op- 
portunities, whereof man may take cogni- 
zance, enabUng him to justify its scriptural 
character? We must pronounce him in 
the possession of a belief, which hath 
instrumentally . made him one with the 
Lord : and carried him across the great 
gulph, that separates death from life ; and 
condemnation from the salvation that ift 
in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory; be- 
cause we thus speak on the authority of 
our Lord Himself. Thus doth our Re- 
deemer often most triumphantly finish his 
work of love, in and for a sinner, when it 
seems only just begun, and cut it short in 
righteousness, when man is looking, in 
doubt and dread, whether the tree so 
declared to be grafted into Christ, shall 
or shall not bring forth fruit. 

Let no one be ashamed to learn from 
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tiie eiamplf of diis bdiew in the Lord, 
what h that mortifiatioii of the flesh, 
that f<»gelfiifaiesB of present sufl^rings, 
and of self, and that reaching forth with 
hope and desire towards the joys of a 
hidden and a spiritual life, that loftiness 
of &ith, that constancy of hope, that ar** 
dour of piety, which this truly penitent 
man exemplified, when faith in the King of 
Glory opened the springs of spiritual supply 
within him, by uniting him to the living 
fountain of holiness. Surely divine wisdom 
hath proposed to us this man's example, to 
humble the pride of human righteousness ; 
and to shew us, that the more simply we 
draw nigh to Christ as our all, and in all, 
the more stedfastly shall we walk with God. 
Oi if we felt in all our minds a power like 
that which made him a new creature in 
Christ Jesus, we should see such causes 
of loathing in ourselves, and such a glory 
in the Savtour* as would ** make us count 
att things but loss for the excdlency of 
kU knowkdge;^ and find itspowor con- 
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forming us to Him, and leading us in the 
blessed steps of his most holy life ! 

(3.) The prayer of this happy believer 
expressed the earnestness of his soul for 
that ^ritual and everlasting sahationj of 
which he had learned the Redeemer to be 
the fountain : — " Lord, remember me yfhea 
thou comest into thy kingdom/' He re* 
proves his hardened fdlow — he acknow* 
ledges his own offences — he justifies God, 
in bringing him to shame and death for 
his iniquities, as perfectly just and unim<^ 
peachable ; and then, he floes, in all the 
eagerness of desire, to the hope set before 
him, — to that anchor of the soul, sure and 
steadfast, which had been just revealed to 
him in the all-sufficiency of Jesus Christ 
" Lord, remember me." It is a brief but 
powerful pleading. His whole heart went 
with it ; the desire of his soul was to the 
Lord, and his soul spake in his praya*. 
It was like the impassioned cry of the 
father, ^'Lord, I believe, help thou mine 
imbeUef." It was uttered in the spirit of 
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the jailor, when he sprang in, trembling, 
before Paul and Silas, and cried, ** Sirs, 
what must 1 do to be saved ? *' Now that 
he is awakened to find his need of an 
atonement and righteousness, which no- 
thing, and no one in the wide universe, 
save He who hung in agony by his side 
could supply, he is dead to every other 
consideration, and Christ reigns supremely 
in his desires. He was probably the first 
of those, under the Gospel dispensation, 
who truly believed in the intercession of 
his Lord. And if all who have since pro- 
fessedly come unto God by that blood, 
wherewith the Great High Priest entered 
into the holy place, having obtained eternal 
redemption for sinners, had really come, 
and were now coming, with the earnestness 
of this man's desu-e, with the ardent longing 
of his mind for mercy, and with his exalted 
views of Jesus Christ, as an Intercessor for 
his people, what honour would be put 
upon the Lord's priestly character — ^what 
comfort would abound in prayer— what 
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joy, and filial hope, and trust, in the 
believer's approach to the throne of grace ; 
and what a return of gifts and graces to 
the Christian, in the communications of 
heard and answered prayer ! 

The dying thief pleads with the Lord, like 
Joseph in his prison, with the chief butler, 
— not so much for a present, as a future 
mercy ; — that he may share the deliverance 
of him to whom he makes his request ;— 
** Think on me, when it shall be well with 
thee ; and shew kindness, I pray thee unto 
me, and make mention of me unto Pha- 
raoh, and bring me out of this house/' 
Here, however, the similarity entirely ends* 
The chief butler forgat Joseph ; but He 
who is the only Mediator of intercession, 
as well as the only Mediator of atonement, 
bears the persons, and wants of his servants 
and brethren before God, as He bore their 
sins from God's sight, when He took them 
upon Himself. 

It might be, that this now happy object 
of mercy had never prayed before ; and yet 
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his prayer is heard and answered. Heard 
and answered, did I say ? The Lord doth 
for him '^ exceedingly abundantly, above 
all that he can ask or think." And thus 
it will ever be, when any one seeks the 
compassion and iielp of Jesus Christ. Not 
only shall he not seek in vain, but bless- 
ings, for which at first he dared not hope, 
shall be communicated to him, in the 
riches of that grace which supplies every 
need. The same Lord, who amidst the 
agonies of his dying hour, remembered 
the penitent malefactor, will never forget 
the prayer that pleads the merit of his 
blood, and the perfection of his righteous- 
ness, now that he enjoys the glory of Grod, 
and the rest of heavenly blessedness.— 
Neither the cross of Calvary, nor the 
throne of heaven, can make the Great In- 
tercessor regardless of those who must 
perish if he save them not. Come then to 
Him, owning Him as your Lord. Come 
to Him pleading his memory of your 
case, and his knowledge of your need. 
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** Adk, and ye shall have ; seek» and ye 
shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you. If you, dear friends, can only 
mourn, or sigh, or in broken sentences poor 
out your wants before Ood ; nay, even if 
you can neither mourn, nor sigh, as you 
wish, the look of fisdth towards Jesus, as 
of the dying I^aeEtes to the serpent in the 
wilderness, will form an expressive appeal ; 
nay, fiirth^ still, if you wiH lift up your 
hearts at aU to Him, the promise is already 
on record, ** Before they eall, I wUl answer ; 
and while th^ are yet speaking, I will 
hear/* 

The manner in which our Lord replied 
to die cry of his eager, feithful petitioner 
nxus^ form the subject of our consideration 
to-mdrrow evening. I can only now be* 
seech those whose hearts are yet hardened 
against Christ, to cast a glance at the 
dreadful consequences of that obduracy, in 
which, for any thing we are taught to the 
contrary, the other male&ctor died. You 
have stood as it were at the foot of the 

G 
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cross, to see the triumph of the Saviotgr's 
love. Behold now the dreadful reverse I 
View this sinner dying in all the unfelt 
miseries of a hardened conscience, . Ought 
he not in this dreadful hour to have con- 
jsidered that eternity, on the very brink and 
border of which he stood ? Ought he not 
to have confessed the sins of which he had 
been guilty ? Ought he not to have cried 
unto God for mercy ? Ought not pven 
his bodily anguish to have subdued the 
stubbornness of his heart ? And yet no- 
thing availed to break or. soften this nether 
millstone, which Satan had so tremendously 
hardened. He dies mocking Christ. Even 
thus it is, that the Saviour's cross hath an 
effect so different upon different individuals ; 
and the preaching of that cross also. *' We 
are a sweet savour of Christ, in them that 
are saved, and in them that perish : to the 
one, we are a savour of life unto life, and 
to the other a savour of death unto dealii." 
What, let me ask, is a sinner without the 
Redeemer's grace ? What is man's heart. 
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until the Almighty Spirit reach it, act upon 
it, and melt it by the sprinkling of the 
Saviour's blood ? No pain, no danger, 
no suflFerings, no warnings, not even the 
immediate prospect of death itself, will 
remove its obduracy; but rather seem to 
confirm it. May the grace of God, and 
the God of grace, touch the heart of any 
rebel against a Redeemer's power and love, 
and make him know and feel, that '* there 
is none other name under heaven given to 
men, whereby they may be saved, but only 
tixe name of our Lord Jesus Christ ! " Au 
obdurate heart is the greatest of all the 
miseries, under which man, while yet out 
of the house of eternal woe, can labour; 
There is however a remedy, even for this 
disease. The same blood that touches the 
mercy-seat for a sinner's pardon, touching 
the sinner^s soul by faith, will open a way 
thither for true repentance, and all the 
covenant blessings of salvation that are 
treasured up by the riches of divine mercy 
in Jesuis Christ. 

G 2 



SERMON IV. 



CHRIST SHEWING MERCY TO THE 
PENITENT THIEF, 

(SECOND SERMON ON TEE TEXT) 

LUKE XXIU. 42, 43. 

HX SAD) UKTO JXStTS, IX>ia> RRMMMWB ItB, WHKK THOU 
COMBST INTO THY KIN6DOH. A2n> JESUS SAID UNTO 
HIM, VERILT, I SAT UKTO THSE, TO-PAY SHAU* THOU 
BE WITH ME IN PARADISE. 

All the passages of our Saviour's life, 
idiile they testify die earnestness with 
which He went about doing good, under 
the strong influence of that Spirit of love 
which rested upon Him widiout measure, 
seem to have been preparations for the ex* 
ecution of that great priestly office wfaidi 
He exercised, when He offisred Him* 
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self upon the cross, as tiie substitute 
for sinners, and the atonement for their 
sin. Accordingly, as He advances towards 
the hoiu: of crucifixion, we behold more 
and brighter tokens of his glory, ** the 
glory, as of the only-begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth," than 
even in the earlier stages of his ministerial 
pn^ess. And when we stand by Him, 
as it were, on the mount of crucifixion, 
where the Lord made his soul an offering 
for sin ; while we cry with Pilate, in the 
view of his sufferings, " Behold the man I** 
that fBiith, which receives the holy record 
concerning his demeanour in his last 
agony, hath ah ear to admit, and heart 
to embrace Him in the prophet's announce- 
m^t, ** Behold your God T' The case 
of the penitent thief is one of those bright 
gems in the manifestations of our Lord^s 
dying love, which make the sufferings <^ 
his cross the crown of his mediatorial 
glory. Having already endeavoured to 
lay, before you the spirit pf the dying 
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malefactors prayer I have now to de- 
scribe, — 

II. The manner in which it was 

RECEIVED BY HiM WHOM IT OWNED AS 

Lord and Christ. ** Verily, I say unto 
thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in 
paradise." And surely they who have 
sat at Jesus* feet, to hear his word, and 
to learn, even, which were the first prin- 
ciples of the oracles of his truth, will 
acknowledge, that the leading idea con- 
veyed by this answer connected with the 
circumstances of the individual to whom 
it was addressed, displayed, 

( 1 .) The absolute freeness of our Saviaur^s 
grace. That doctrine which teaches, Jkat 
a man, before he is made partaker ofwe 
Holy Spirit, may do works making him 
meet to receive grace, or to deserve it 
of congruity, is as entirely inapplicable 
here, as it is repugnant to the whole tenor 
of the word of God. This malefactor's 
life had been, in all probability^ a life 
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of iniquity ) from . the moment in which 
he was nailed. upon the cross, to. that in 
which he owned the dying Saviour, and 
put his whole soul into the prayer, ** Lord, 
remember me, when thou comest into thy 
kingdom. " He had most probably been 
a reviler and blasphemer * of the Son of 
God ; and amidst his own sufferings, had 
joined the cry of those who mocked and 
dishonoured the Lord of life and glory. 
Here was one, who had daringly trampled 
upon all the laws of God and man ; who 
was as the offscouring of all things ; the 
object of universal dislike or dread ; one, 
in short, who was most plainly and pal- 
pably without merit to deserve the favoui* 
of Jesus Christ ; — one who was without 
any predisposition of heart to seek his 
mercy ; — one who had no service to offer ; 
—one who had enjoyed no ordinance that 
was calculated to lead him to Christ;—* 
one who had possessed no means of grace, 
which, through the grace of means might 
have taught him the excellency of salva- 
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tioni and the love of Christ Jeras to 
sinners. And yet, in a moment, the 
mouth, which was scarcely closed from 
reviling, is opened to acknowledge the 
Lord as Christ, and to plead for that 
Saviour's mercy and remembrance, when 
he should come into the kingdom of which 
faith saw Him hold the sceptre, and reign 
over it, King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 
What then, except the riches of our 
Lord's free mercy could have produced this 
change ? That it was thus produced, wholly 
independent of any will on the part of the 
malefactory'^^as impenitent-^as obdurate as 
his fellow to the very moment, when he 
justified God, defended the innocence of 
the Redeemer, and cast the cause of his 
soul by faith into that Redeemer's hands 
for its salvation ;***-that Christ by his Spirit 
was all in all to this mighty transfonnation 
there can be no doubt, except indeed that 
tremendous character of doubt, which wil« 
ful infidelity delights to indulge and to 
publish, if thereby the Saviour may be 
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dishonoTired. That same power^ which 
darkened the sun so suddenly, not les^ 
suddenly enlightened the darkness of this 
man's soul. That power> which made the 
earth to tremble, which rent the rocks, 
and tore the veil of the temple in twain, 
fix>m the top to the bottom, moved the 
stubbornness of his heart, and rent it in 
twain to make a passage for the entrance 
of the Son of God, and all the blessings 
of his eternal salvation. And surely the 
love, which led to this exercise of power 
in taking away from the dying man his 
stony heart, and giving him a heart of 
flesh, must have been wholly undeserved. 
He had not done, he was not spared to 
do, any thing which might have merit in 
the sight of God,— even if merit were 
possible to man; and yet the Saviour's 
love is fixed upon him, and makes him 
pass in an instant from death unto life. 

Now here is the great and glorious 
peculiarity of the gospel — ^here the inimit- 
able exceUence that makes it good tidings 
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of great joy to every sin-cdnvinced mind- 
that " it is not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according to 
his mercy, Christ hath saved us," — if we 
are the happy subjects of his salvation at 
all. You and I, dear brethren, if we have 
put on the Lord Jesus Christ by faith, 
were, according to the Father's purpose 
and grace, put into his hands. He passed 
by us when we lay in our pollution and 
Our blood : — He cast over us the mantle 
of his Righteousness : — He called us in 
that season, when our conversion would 
most effectually glorify the triumphs of his 
love, and gave us that grace of faith which 
brought us to Him and united us to Him 
for ever. To every one redeemed to God, 
doth the Son now as freely, and in good- 
ness as entirely undeserved, stretch forth 
the hand of his salvation, as to the* thief 
upon the cross. Life eternal is given, 
just as the manna, was given in the 
wilderness : — the nmnna^ that each hungry 
Israelite might gather,, and eat it; life 
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eternal, that every poor and perishing 
sinner may receive, and enjoy it. Do 
any of you say, " But I have no merit 
wherewith to deserve this gift of God — 
Then have you just as much as the all- 
gracious God requires. *' Without money 
and without price" is His bountiful de- 
claration. Freely, and abstractedly from 
alldeservings, are, so to speak. His gracious 
terms. You have no merit ; but has your 
divinely excellent Redeemer nothing meri- 
t6rious ? The glorious gift of salvation 
is conferred for his sake alone. Not ye 
yourselves, but Jesus Christ hath given 
effect to the Fathers purpose in your 
behalf : and hath obtained eternal redemp- 
tion for. you. O, come to Him; for the 
mercy thus freely provided in Him. 
Plead with Him, " Lord, remember me ;" 
and he will indeed bear your memorial 
on his heart before God. 
; Is not our observation conversant with 
the solemn truth that men cannot appre- 
hend Christ by their own natural wisdom, 
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or acquired intellectual wealth, or by the 
grandeur of their station, or by any 
other quality or excellence, inherent or 
attained ? One man hath talents to rule 
a kingdom, but is himself the slave of 
his passions. Another pretends to count 
the number of the stars, and call them 
an by their names ; yet hath he no know- 
ledge of Christ, the central Sun of right- 
eousness. Another is skilled in many 
books; but the Book of God, and all 
the glories which it reveals in Christ, is 
a sealed volume to his soul. Another, 
who professes to be Scripture-wise, per- 
verts the Scriptures and abuses his own 
reason in a stubborn resolve to establish 
the absurdest errors, or to overturn the 
plainest truths. 

Look then how fearfully, amidst all 
their acquisitions and inventions they 
are strangers to God, to themselves, 
and to peace, even, without Christ and 
without God. And if He do not inter- 
pose to save them, they will be for ever 
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unaUe to save themselves.^ Too surely 
absQ, these very attainments are often 
fearful hindrances to a saving acquaintance 
witii the atonement and righteousness of 
Jesus Christ. Hie soul*humbling mys* 
teries of salvation are very often hidden 
from the wise and prudent, and revealed 
unto babes — ^And i;^y is this? What 
answer can be given to the question, 
except that which the Saviour hath already 
given, in a simple reference of the 
whole deep mystery to the will of the 
Most I£gh God. *' Even so Father ; 
for so it seemed good in thy sight.'' 
" Where God in Christ then will give, 
what unworthiness can bar us from 
mercy ? When He wiUs to call, what 
time can hinder our conversion? Who 
can despair of his goodness, when that 
malefactor, who in the afternoon seemed 
in the way to eternal misery, is in the 
evening with Jesus in Paradise. He could 

} N€wton« 
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not have spoken thus to Christ, but by 
power from Him, communicated, accord- 
ing to the riches of His grace. How 
could this man think of the kingdom of 
Jesus, except by the Spirit of Jesus? 
That gracious Spirit breathed upon him, 
and probably breathed not upon his 
fellow. Their trade was alike, their sin 
alike, their state alike, their cross alike ; 
yet, while one is taken, does not the 
other appear to be left in his blasphemy ? 
We are called to wonder alike at the 
piercy that took the one, and at the 
justice that seems to have passed by the 
other. Who need despair of that iriercy, 
among all the sinners of a sentenced 
world? Who should, not tremble at 
that justice among all the neglecters or 
despisers of Christ crucified ?^ 

How full then of rich, free, un- 
merited, unexpected, undeserved love was 
our Lord's answer to this lost trans-^ 

1 Bp. Hall. 
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gressor, even in the moment of his 
^eath. The self-righteous justiciary may 
well behold this amazing example of 
redeeming goodness, and be confounded. 
The Son of God, while offering His soul 
upon the cross, a sacrifice for sin, 
snatched this man from the very brink 
of eyeriasting destruction, and led him 
in triumph to His own glory:— thereby 
most effectually, and. most practically as- 
suring every sinner, in whose heart He 
has put the cry for mercy, that He hath 
liot put it there in vain.. It is His 
?vork, and He will fully perform it. 

Should I then adduce this amazingly 
tender interference of the Saviour's love, 
to encourage any of you in spiritual sloth, 
or to bid you, — hoping for salvation in a 
dying hour, say to the Spirit of God, 
when He would bring convictions of sin 
home to your hearts, and with them your 
need of the sprinkling of the Redeemer's 
blood for pardon and God'§ favour, 
" Go thy way for this time, when | 
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have a convenient season, I will send 
forthee?'* God forbid! Ibnngitfor- 
ypaid simply to encourage those who aie 
made sensible of dieir sins ; and to shew 
them, that no previous unworthiness can 
dose up the riches of his grace from 
flowing in upon hearts, which that grace 
must first open, to receive them. O, why 
should it not be with every tran^ressor, 
as with the blessed ezperioice of those 
to whom St. Paul said, while he spake 
to them of other great and God-dishon* 
ing offenders. '* Such were some of you ; 
but ye are washed ; but ye are sanctified, 
but ye are justified, in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and by the Spiritof our God.'' 
(2.) *• Verily, I say unto thee, to-day 
riialt thou be with me in Paradise/' This 
gracious answer to the prayer of the peni* 
tent malefector displays the Sovereignty cf 
Mr LordTs Mediatorial character. He acted 
like one, to whom all power in heaven and 
in earth was given, in virtue of His media* 
torial dignity. He' acts with the same 
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mediatorial sovereignty with which He had 
brfore addressed the Most High, on hehalf 
of his disciples, ^* Father, I will that they 
also whom Thou hast given me, he with 
me where I am, that they may behold my 
glory/' In the liberal and gracious exercise 
of that fulness, wherewith, as the God-man, 
He was immeasurably endowed, He gave to 
this trembling petitioner exceeding abund- 
antly, above all that he could ask or think. 
He craved a remembrance ; the Saviour 
spake of a present possession. He sued 
for a portion of enjpjrment and glory with 
Jesus, when He should obtain his kingdom ; 
and the Saviour assures him that he shall 
be with Himself, in Paradise. This man 
was, as it may be said, the first fruits of 
that blood of the Lamb of God, which was 
then poured forth, for the sins of the world, 
under the New Testament chiu*ch : and 
our Lord confirms him, with an absolute 
promise of salvation, to which He pledges 
Himself and his truthfulness — "Verily, I 
say imto thee, to-day shalt thou be with 

H 
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me in Paradise/* As a Priest, He was now 
dearly purchasing the happiness which the 
believing malefactor sought so earnestly : 
and as a King, in the undoubted exercise 
of his royalty, does He here bestow, and 
freely bestow, and bestow for ever, one gift 
of that life to sinners, for which He was at 
this moment paying a price so inestimably 
precious, '* Thou shalt be with me in 
Pariadise ; " — ^in the state and place of hap- 
piness to the saints during the soul's separa- 
tion from its bodily tenement. The garden 
of Eden was planted by God Himself : and 
this glory, to which the Lord brought the 
companion of his death is provided and 
prepared by the same most High God, as a 
place of delight, in which there are pleasures 
for evermore ; and in which his saints and 
servants will be hidden from all access of 
sorrow, like the souls of those, seen in 
vision, under the altar, until the time shall 
come, when soul and body shall be glorified, 
in the resurrection of the just. There is 
the river of God's paternal love in Christ, 
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of which the streams now make glad his 
people here helow, and will refresh them, 
with its pure water of life, to all eternity. 
In the earthly Paradise was the sacramental 
tree of life : in the Paradise where the 
spiritual brethren of the Lord shall see 
Him, and dwell with Him, will He abide, 
the actual tree of life, with an innumerable 
company of angels and the spirits of just 
men made perfect. The principal enjoy- 
ment of man in innocence was commimion 
with God in Eden : the glory of the 
heavenly Paradise will consist in fellowship 
with the Father, and with his Son Jesus 
Christ. It is, according to all scriptural 
probability, the same place into which St. 
Paul was caught up, when he heard un- 
speakable words, which it was not lawful 
for a man to utter : words which so rapt 
his spirit from the earth, that he needed 
the thorn in . the flesh, the messenger of 
Satan sent to buffet him, lest he should 
be puffed up, with the abundance of the 
revelations vouchsafed him. 

H 2 
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And in the sovereign communication 
of this blessedness, there was no delay. 
'* I say unto thee, this day shalt thou be 
with me in Paradise/' I need not tell you^ 
my brethren, that there are those, who, 
denying the soul's separate state of exis* 
tence,^while, as we beUeve, its mantle, 
the body, is laid up in the grave, would 
alter the manner of our Lord's speech, 
and make Him cry. Verily I say imto thee 
to-*day— or at the present moment, thou 
shalt be "with me in Paradise : as if He 
merely signified the time when He made 
this promise, but indefinitely deferred its 
accomplishment ; — an alteration, as abso» 
hitely unauthorized by any known versions 
of the passage, as it is contrary to the most 
ordinary modes of speech. Our Lord's 
address manifestly assures us, that the 
blessedness of those who die in the Lord is 
immediate, as well as perfect. He assures 
us that '^ the souls of the faithful, after 
they are delivered from the burden of the 
flesh are in joy and felicity." It shews 
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the Stability of the hope on which Paul 
built, when he eagerly said, *'I desire to 
depart and to be with Christ, which is 
fer better. We know, that if our earthly 
house of this tabernacle were dissolved, 
we have a building of God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens." 
And surely this distinguished trophy of 
the Saviour's mercy proved the literal 
fulfilment of his promise, and entered 
into rest, even the rest that remaineth for 
the people of God, before any one of 
the Apostles; for he was the first fruits 
imto Grod, of the actual travail of Christ's 
soul, upon the cross. O, there is a spring 
and fountain of peace, in this view of a 
believer's change, which may well induce 
him to wait for it, in hope, and joy, and 
praise. It is blessed to think that a Chris* 
tian should be at one moment, conversing 
with men, and seeking the throne of grace 
in prayer, by the intercession of Christ, 
and praising Him who sits upon it, for 
a life-time of utterly undeserved love, in 
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providence and grace : and the next mo- 
ment, with the Lord his portion for ever : 
—this hour upon earth ; — the next with 
Jesus in his glory, wherever that glory 
may be displayed. It is blessed to think 
of him, as now commending himself to 
Christ, and then immediately transferred, 
by angelic agency, into the world of blessed 
spirits, there to live, as the angels of God ; 
to be raised from a bed of sickness, to a 
throne of glory; to leave a world of guilt 
and pain, and to be, as in the twinkling 
of an eye, in that sanctuary, where guilt 
and pain can never come. And thus it 
will assuredly be. No cold unconscious 
slumber will fall upon the soul, in common 
with its body, in the darkness, the silence, 
the insensibility of the tomb. There will 
be no abiding in the fire of purgatory, — 
that unhallowed invention of human craft, 
so well fitted to uphold a gainful traffic, 
^ mammon of unrighteousness, to which 
nothing less than the truth of God was 
to be sacrificed. When Jesus unites Him- 
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sdf to the soul of man, He thence- 
forward communes with it- That com- 
mimion can never cease : death cannot 
interrupt it, even for a moment. The 
happiness of God's children slumbers not, 
with their bodies, in the dust : for such 
delay woujd be as entirely inconsistent with 
the strong desire of his Son, to have his 
redeemed with Him, as with the longing 
desires of their soids to be with Christ. 
Whosoever woidd establish this cold and 
comfortless doctrine of the soul's insen- 
sibility, until the Lord's second coming, for 
die resurrection of the bodies of his saints, 
must rest his creed upon th^ arguments of 
an infidel philosophy, and not upon the true 
sayings of God in his blessed word. But 
so long as all things in heaven and earth, 
and under the earth, do bow and obey the 
Lamb that was slain ; — so long as Christ 
is God, unchangeable, and faithful, and 
that cannot lie, so long may every dying 
believer apply his promise to the malefac- 
tor, when the time of his great change 
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arrives, ** To-day shalt thou be with me 
in Paradise : " and so long may he bft 
willing to be ** absent from the body, 
that he. may be present with the Lord." O 
how calmly and peacefully nday Christian^ 
rest, even with the fiiU assurance of faith^ 
upon the sovereignty and omnipotence of 
the Lord's redeeming work. His death 
is a perfect atonement, to take away 
all their sins, his righteousness a perfect 
righteousness, investing them with an in<^ 
defeasible title to the glories of eternal life, 
His Godhead imparts iilfinite dignity to 
both; and renders thetn immeasureablj 
more powerful to save, than all past of- 
fences, with all their dark and daring 
aggravations are mighty to del^troy. How 
tehderly and gratefully thcin, should they 
love Him, who Was the King of mercies^ 
whilfe He was the King of sorrows ; who 
forgat his own torture^ to remember a 
poor petitioner for his grace j who over- 
looked the anguish of hil3 oil^n cross, to 
secure the deliv^fatice of a reviling male-^ 
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factor's soul ! O how greatly should faith 
triumph in a crucified Mediator, who evi«« 
dences such sovereignty of salvation, in the 
▼ery act and agony of his death ; who, in 
the depths of his shame, in the extremity 
of his pain, in the greatest pressure of his 
weakness, shews such tenderness of pity, 
and such a triumph of redemption, towards 
one, whom the enemy of souls seemed 
almost to have made his own eternally^ 
** Trust ye in the Lord for ever : for in thfe 
Lord Jehovah,'* even Jehovah, Jesus^ **i8 
everlasting strength." Let no grief or sor- 
row, arising frotn outward circumstanceSg 
take away the joy of an interest in Him. 
Hold on yet a little while, ye who are 
dinging to his cross, glorying in it, and 
crucified, by it, to the world, and the world 
to you : and remember, that the voice of 
Christ will very soon say to every one 
of you, ** To-day shalt thou be with me in 
Pai^dise, there to await the time, when I 
will come again to live and reign with 
t|iee, \ix glory." 
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I besought you, not so widely to mis- 
understand me, as to imagine me advo- 
cating any doctrine, which would tend to 
make an endangered soul slumber away its 
unretuming hours of salvation, encouraged 
by the example of mercy to the dying thief ; 
\^ and thus, to the business of a moment 
leave the vast concerns of an eternal scene." 
They who live in unbelief and sin, in im- 
belief and sin may also die. There is no 
deliverance from a state of misery, to those 
who are not delivered from a state of sin* 
And, if to-day, while it is caUed to-day, a 
man will harden his heart, he may be to- 
morrow, in that world, where despair of 
mercy will fasten rebellion upon his heart, 
and where no offer of mercy will be made 
again for ever. From this instance of sal- 
vation commimicated to a sinner, unbeliev- 
ing and impenitent, until a very few hours, 
before his death, no one must presume 
upon salvation, who lives in neglect of the 
blood of Christ, to which the call of the 
word and Spirit of God iaxe continually 
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inviting him, and thus, possesses means 
of grace ¥^hich the thief, crucified with our 
Lord, did not enjoy, until he suffered with 
his Saviour. We have in him indeed, a 
glorious pattern of that mighty and amazing 
transformation, which the free riches of 
almighty grace can effect upon the soul of 
a sinner, under circumstances the most 
unpromising, and in the very hour of death: 
but then it hath been well said, that it is 
" a pattern without a promise." God hath 
given no engagement, no assurance, no 
hint, that He will continue to act thus. 
How tremendous a folly therefore, must it 
be to neglect salvation, in its passing hour 
(^ mercy, by neglecting its inviting author, 
as though repentance might be commanded, 
by us, to ourselves ; or, as though the 
Iloly Ghost were compelled, amidst the 
distractions of a dying hour, to apply the 
blood of sprinkling to our hearts, and 
mbke us complete in Christ. Most assured- 
ly, if we have only a minute to live, and 
we have grace given, whereby to embrace 
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Chmt by faith, our eternal life ia secure-^ 
for that promise stands unchangeably the 
same, *^ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved." But woe to him 
who refuses Christ now^ and plunges him^ 
self into the soul-appalling ha2ard of dying 
in his sins. The monuments of mercy were 
never set up in Scripture, to be encourage* 
ments of presumption. True it is, that God 
in Christ can easily forgive sin. Glory be 
to th6 all-sufficient sacrifice, that made it 
easy to Him ; consistently with his justice. 
But it doth not therefore follow, that he 
who lives a sinner, and an infidel, shall die 
in the full possession of that forgiveness. 
God's extraordinary acts are meant pecu-* 
liarly to magnify his glory ; but were not 
intended as the rule of man, who has a 
rule in Scripture, which warns him against 
delay ^ and a voice there, which cries, ''Be^ 
hold, now is the accepted time; b^oldj 
now is the day of ssdvation." He who 
puts off his repentance, and will not seek 
for pardon by the blood of Christ, until 
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the very last, in reliance upon this example 
of the sovereignty of mercy, whereby God 
signally glorified the death of his dear Son, 
turns that to his poison, which God in- 
tended for the immediate food of his soul, 
unto its immediate salvation. He acts 
just as a man would act, who should for- 
sake the bridge, that would carry him over 
Jordan, and go through its depths to his 
drowning; expecting a miracle to dry it 
up, because it was once dried up, before 
the children of Israel, at God's command, 
and by a manifestation of God's love and 
power to his ancient people. 
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JESTTS LIFTING UP HIS SOUL IN PRAYER 
TO A WITHDRAWING GOD. 



MATTHEW XXVII. 46. 

AND AB017T THE NINTH HOUS, JXSITS CRIED WITH A LOUD 
TOIGS. SATOIQ, SU, KU. LAMA SABACBTHANI' THAT IS 
TO BAT» MT GOD» MT GOD^ WHY BAST THOU FORSAKEN 



" All Scripture is given by inspiration 
of God : " but the Holy Ghost seems, in 
an especial manner, to have directed the 
attention of the Christian world to this 
awful cry, the fourth which the Lord of 
glory uttered on the cross, by recording it 
in that mixture of Hebrew and Syriac, in 
which it was spoken; that so, the very 
words which fell from the lips of Christ, 
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might be preserved, to show the deep and 
dreadful agony of soid, whereby they must 
have been forced from Him. And most 
assuredly we take a very erroneous, a very 
imperfect, and a very unworthy view of the 
vicarious agony of the Lamb of God, in 
offering Himself to the Father, if we con- 
sider them to have consisted, either merely, 
or mainly, in an outward and bodily pas- 
sion. ** The spirit of a man will sustain 
his infirmity, but a wounded spirit who 
can bear ? '* The intensity of our Lord's 
agony on the cross, as well as in Geth- 
semane, arose from the oppressive and 
overpowering sense of the justice of Al- 
mighty God, against those iniquities, of 
which He bare the atonement, in his own 
body, on the tree : and they were such, 
as nothing could have rendered tolerable, 
except that infinite sufliciency, whether for 
acting or suffering, which the perfect union 
of the Godhead with his humanity pro- 
vided. Divine desertion, generally con- 
sidered, is God withdrawing Himself, not 
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as to his essence, which fills, and must for 
ever fill, the universe, which He hath made 
and upholds ; but the removal of his &« 
vour, which may be eternal ; as from the 
fallen angels, who were once high in his 
love, and in the glory that resulted from 
it, but who are now finally and hopelessly 
abandoned : or temporary ; as He some- 
times removes the sense and manifestation 
of his favour ; and seems to look upon 
the objects of his dearest love, as if they 
were strangers, although his affection to* 
wards them is, Hke his own nature, un* 
changeably the same.^ 

It has been observed, that this latter 
desertion is justly distinguished, from its 
various ends and designs, into probation* 
fury, cautionary, chastening, and penal. 
Probationary desertions happen for proof 
and trial of the sincerity of grace, within 
the soul of a child of God. Cautionary 
desertions are meant to render sin an object 

> Flavel. 
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of terror and hatred, when thQ mind may 
have begun to look towards it, and to dwell 
upon its commission without horror, per*- 
hap$ with even some degree of compla^ 
eency, (a3 the Israelites turned back in 
their hearts towards Bgypt ;) by shewing the 
darkaesa and misery that will beset the 
Christian, if he follow the leadings of that 
*' evil heart, of unbelief which departeth 
from the living God." Chastening desef^'^ 
iions are the rods, wherewith our heavenly 
Father scourges the wandering members 
of his household, to shew them, — (and 
they who have felt such removals of the 
light of his counteaance have sadly learned 
the lesson, and mourned over the instruc- 
tion in dust and ashes,) *^ that it is an evil 
and a bitter thing to for^e the Lord/' 
Penal desertions are those inflicted, as the 
just reward of sin. Of this sort was the 
desertion of Christ ;««-*-^a part, and an es- 
pecial part, of that curse which God had 
pronouneed against iniquity; and which, 
in the counsels of eternal love for man's 
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redemption, He undertook to endure. In 
this sense, as the Lord laid on Him the 
iniquity of us all, can we understand the 
bold, and, until it be rightly considered, the 
hyperbolical assertion of Luther, that the 
Lord Jesus was indeed the chief of sinners. 
And truly, if the guilt of sin be measured 
by its visitation. He was so, through 
God's imputation of sin to Him as man's 
representative. *' Is it nothing then to you, 
all ye that pass by ?" Hear the Lord Jesus, 
as it were, speaking in the person of de-r 
serted and forsaken Zion ; *^ Behold and 
see if there be any sorrow like unto ihy 
sorrow, which is done unto me, wherewith 
the Lord hath afflicted me, in the day of 
His fierce anger ? " Come then with me : 
and may the Spirit of understanding and 
love be among us, while we consider, 

I. The awful import of this ama- 
zing CRY. 

II. Some practical inferences de- 
ducible from it. 
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I. The words were assuredly spoken 
by the Lord Jesus Christ, in his human 
nature ; — that body, wherewith the Father 
had provided Him, being united with the 
Deity, the essential Godhead of his own 
dear Son, the brightness of his glory, and 
the express image of his person,— thus 
made capable of doing the will of God, 
as the righteousness of sinners; and of 
suffering the penalty of God's law, as their 
,full and everlasting atonement for guilt ; — 
anointed with the oil of gladness above 
all His fellows ; supported and upheld by 
the indwelling divinity, raised from the 
.dead, and exalted to the right hand of the 
throne of God, in order that He might 
continue his priestly office by the work 
x)f intercession ; and from the abodes of 
his glory where He shall remain, until the 
restitution of all things, to see of the 
travail of his soul in the salvation of men, 
and in them, and with them to be abund- 
antly and everlastingly satisfied. What 
was the nature of that dreadful desertion, ' 

I 2 
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of which He so affectiDgly besought, as 
it were, a reason from his Father ;^-^9X 
whidi angels stood amazed, when they 
heard the cry, and which must have caused 
sadness, even in heaven itself, if the voice 
of sorrow can be heard there, when its 
glory was thus eclipsed, and its blessedness 
and joy thus sunk in sorrow, and gloom^ 
and darkness ? We are not to understand 
the separation of the Godhead from this 
human ^ature ; and the manhood of Christ 
to be thus widowed of all that gave it 
happiness and glory : for that union is 
everlasting; mid if it could cease, where 
would be the security that his people, 
one essentially with Him, would not also, 
in Him, be forsaken for ev^r of God, and 
left to the miseries of their own natui?ey 
without Him in the world ; and conse>- 
quently, without every thing, for which a 
believer's soul should pant and pray t 
Neither was our Lord deprived of his Bar 
ther 's affection. God had borne it towards 
Him from everlasting. He had declared.' iMf 
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it his baptism and transfiguration, when 
tiie voice bame from heaven, " This is tny 
beloved Son, in yfhota I am well pleased/' 
The Fathei* must therefore have foi^otten 
his own nature, before He cbuld have 
withdrawn that love of complacency, wi& 
which He regarded this chosen and fitted 
mediator between Himself and sinners. 
But if He could have removed his love 
frbm th^ head of the believing and re- 
disemed Church, -^^why theki fi*om the 
Inembers likewise : and if so, where were 
th^ hope, and what would be their pros- 
pect, as they stand in faith by the cross, 
and look upon this mysterious and dreadful 
separation ? But the Father loveth the Son 
clwfeys ; and in Him, is well pleased with 
his brethl-ebw Bear this animating truth 
upon your hearts, in seasons of spiritual 
trial, ye ivho belief e on Him, cmd cling to 
his sdVation ; and let it be your light and 
consolation until the cloud that darkens 
around you shall pass away, and the Far 
ther's fade agaiii shine upon you. 
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Neithor was the desartkm, under which 
our Lord cried, with an exceeding great 
and bittff cry, the withdrawing of a sup- 
port which his humani^ would especially 
need, in the trying hour of his soul's sor- 
row : for He stiQ appeals to Him — '' Eli, 
Eli, my strong God, my strong God 1 " 
Even then. He could say, ^' I am not 
alone, for the Father is with me/' And 
is it not a truth, bountifully ministering to 
your consolation, the desire of whose souls 
is to his name and to the remembrance of 
Him ; — is it not a cause of joy unspeak-* 
able, and full of glory, in your day of temp- 
tation, to know, that the same Almightiness, 
which upheld the Saviour, is upholding 
you, as made one with Him : and that, 
not all the temptations, nor all the might 
of the powers of darkness, can effect a 
separation between you ? Each of you may 
say with the Lord, ** I am not alone in 
this conflict ; for the Father is with me.** • 

What circumstances then could force 
this loud and bitter cry from the dying 
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SavioiLr; and turn his thoughts inward 
to Himself; when heretofore^ amidst all 
sufferings of the outward man, they had 
rested exclusively upon the sins or the 
wants of others ? Jesus speaks, as the 
representative of sinners ; and under a 
sense of the divine wrath against the 
transgressions of men, all collected, as all 
were collected, at that dreadful moment, 
in their weight, their atrocity, and their 
bitterness, mediatorially in Himself. The 
second Adam stood for mankind, upon 
this tree of the cross, as the first Adam 
stood and fell for mankind, under the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil, which, 
by his sin, became the tree of offence. 
One great part of the punishment of sin 
— that part indeed which shall cause its 
final and intolerable anguish, to the un> 
believing and impenitent, consists in the 
separation which it makes between the 
soul, and God, the author of all the soul's 
happiness and hope. Now Jesus Christ 
standing, at this moment^ in the legal stead 
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of sinners, as their Surety and Mediator, 
his soul felt the withdrawing of lihe Father s 
presence, and was filled, like the book 
of Ezekiel, with mourning, and laibetit- 
ation, and woe. He was so deserted for 
a little moknent, as they, whom He saved 
deserved to be deserted for ey^; and as 
they who woidd not come unto Him, dmt 
they might have life, will be finally and 
hopelessly forsaken* God fotbid» tiiat any 
who profess the faith df Christ amongst us, 
should experience this tremendous con- 
summation of wrath and miseiy ! 

The soul of Christ could subsist iii the 
body, even when filled with a sense of the 
wrath of the Most Hi^ ; because it was 
upheld by his Godhead ; even as it coidd 
subsist when filled with glory at his trans- 
figuration. The altar of Christ's body 'was 
effectually covered with that divinity, and 
so was preserved, under the sense of its 
temporary desertion; as the altar in the 
Levitical law was covered With brass, and 
so preserved ftom the fire. But the rest, 
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the liAppinesii^, the peace, the hope^ and 
tiie possibility 6f hope, to the guilty (Crea- 
ture, if left of God, would be burnt up, 
like altars of straw, beneath that consu- 
mmg fiam^ ; if their souls should be made 
the sacrifice. O, look to this, ye who are 
£i»n^Jdiig Christy lest you be left of God, 
and die, and perish beyond the reach of 
other hope and remedy I When Jacob 
feared that Joseph would detain his son 
Benjunin, Judah offered to take the sin 
and ^vil upon himself, ^^ If I bring him 
not, iJod set him before thee, let me bear 
tbe blame for ever : " and thus was it 
with our dear and dying Lord. Althoi^h 
his own acts could not make Him guilty 
of one spedk, or flaw, in the obedience due 
to Gi>d ; for He ^^as holy^ harmless^ unde^ 
filedy aAd Iseparate from sinners, yet, as 
hia own covenant Itnd consent made Him 
a surety, they obliged Him to endure the 
pebalty jus% due by the transgressors, in 
v^hdse lost and ruined behalf He agreed 
to staAd. As Paul, therefore, speaks to his 
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believing brethren of Corinth, so is it a 
ministerial privilege, in this view of the 
Lord's sufferings, to say, '* God made 
him to be sin for you, who knew no sin, 
that ye might be made the righteousness 
of God in him." 

Although therefore the immaculate 
Saviour could not be conscious of sin, 
immediately, as transgressors may be, 
when the convictions 'of the Spirit charge 
home their guilt upon them, yet might 
He be conscious of his own covenant, 
to take the sins of the world upon Him^ 
self, as his own. No accusation cotlld 
possibly arise from within; but it might 
arise from without, as sin was imputed 
to Him; and thus we may probably un- 
derstand the force of those expressions, 
which He uttered by the Spirit in the 40th 
Psalm. '* Mine iniquities have taken 
hold on me, so that I am not able to 
look up ; they are more than the hairs 
of my head, therefore my heart faileth 
me." And, if we have peace of con- 
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science, from Christ's righteousness im* 
puted to us by faith — and apprehend it 
to be thus imputed to us, by a covenant, 
and so rejoice in God, as our own God, 
— then, why might not Christ have fears 
and terrors, and impressions of wrath, 
from the sense of sin, which He appre- 
hended, only indeed as made his, by a 
covenant between the Father and Him- 
self, yet really and justly, as man's Surety 
charged upon Him? The glorious fact 
seems to be simply this, that God exer- 
cised love and wrath towards Christ 
Jesus, at the same moment* And the 
reason appears evident : for if Christ 
might sustain two such relations, as the 
Son of God, and the surety of sinners, 
then He must perfectly abide the penalties 
of the one, while He enjoyed the bless- 
ings of the other. God, in like manner, 
according to the scriptural record of this 
mysterious subject, seems to stand towards 
Christ, in a double relation, that of a 
Father towards a Son, and of a Judge 
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tx)wardft a Surety. Even iso it was with 
God's ancient people. As concerning the 
gospel, tixej were enemies, for the sake 
oi believers in Christ; but as touching 
die election, they were beloved for the 
Fath^'s sake. It argues no diminution 
of parental tenderness, that when a son 
becomes surety for another^ his father, 
adnunistering the law, shbuld expect 
him to pay the debt which he had volim- 
tiurily taken upon hitoself. As the Lord 
Christ therefore stood in this double 
relation, towards his Fathisr, and towards 
sinnetSi that Father, the Lord of Hosts 
said, *' Awake, O i^wdrd, ag^nst the man 
that is my fellow i " and in his dreary 
season of darkness and agony it pierced 
through hid soul. By faith, as it had 
its ttiumphant ex^cise and rest iqpon the 
Father's promise and faithfulness, He knew 
Hiinself to be a Son; but as He bare 
oUr sins in his own body on the tree^ 
He equally knew Himself to be a Surety^ 
and therefore, that it pleased the Lord to 
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bruise Him. O, that when our sense is 
called to suffer^ our faith may have the like 
confidence in & covenant God ; enabling 
each of us to say, ^' My heart and my 
flesh £Biil ; but God is the strength of 
my heart, and my portion for ever,^' 

Any thing is light to the soul^ while 
the comforts of God sustain it. Who 
can feel dismay, while He upholds and 
communicates of his love ? But here the 
Saviour cries, *' My God, my God, why 
hast Thou forsaken me ? " As though 
He had said, ^^ My disciples are men, 
weak, and fearful ; I wonder not thra, 
that they have fled. The Jews are cruel 
and obdurate, unbelieving and unthank- 
ful. I am not surprised that they mock, 
me, and slay me. But Thou, O Father, 
of whom I have said, that Thou glorifiest 
me, dost Thou leave me ? O how many 
of thy servants, and adopted children, 
have suffered heavy things : yet in the 
multitude of thoughts within them, thy 
comforts have refreshed their souls ! and 
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yet Thou forsakest thine own, and only 
Son." Surely the earth might well tremble, 
the rocks might well be rent, the graves 
might well be opened, and the heavens 
might well withdraw their light at such 
a spectacle as this.* From all eternity, 
until now, there had been uninterrupted 
and glorious displays of love, delight, 
and joy, from the Father to his Son, and 
into that Son*s bosom. Never before 
did He see a frown, or a veil upon that 
blessed face ; and now, to behold it, 
amidst the outward darkness, turned away 
from Him, might well overcast his soul, 
with a deeper eclipse of inward joy, than 
the sun was suflfering of its natiu*al light. 
Sin effected this dreadful obscuration of 
God's love to Christ ; because He was 
the surety of sinners. O then, how deeply 
should all hate the sin: how adoringly 
should all love the surety ! 

n. I proceed briefly to notice, Thb 

> Bp. Hall. 
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PRACTICAL INFERENCES DEDUCIBLE FROM 
THIS LOUD AND EXCEEDING BITTER CRY 

OF OUR Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, in the last circumstances 
of his passion. 

(1.) Let it then be remembered^ as a 
cause of everlasting gratitude^ from the heirs 
of salvation^ that Christ Jesus bore this 
temporary desertion^ a^ an essential part 
of his atonement for sin ; and thus hindered 
his true disciples from enduring it for ever. 
But how, it may be asked, could a suflfering 
so brief in point of duration, however 
dreadful in point of intensity, be an equiva^ 
lent for that misery, which all guilty souls, 
that is, all the souls of men, must other-* 
wise have endured for ever. It is no part 
of the debtor's punishment, simply con^ 
sidered, that he should lie for ever in his 
prison ; but until he has paid the uttermost 
farthing ; which fiill satisfaction, as Jhe 
debtor to God, man could never make, in his 
own means and person ; therefore he could 
never be released. But the Lord Jesus 
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Christ, in whom the Father freely gave 
eternal life to sinners, not only wrought out 
a righteousness, in their nature, which He 
kept holy, and presented holy before God, 
but could also, in a few brief hours, undergo 
all the wrath due to sin ; and therefore 
could swallow up death in victory. That 
measure of indignation which we, by reason 
of our limited and confined nature, so to 
speak, could only have received, drop by 
drop for ever, as its vials were poured out 
upon us, his soul, enlarged by an indwell* 
ing God, could receive, in the flood that 
poured, so briefly, yet so overwhelmingly, 
upon it. The lost in torment are incapable 
of comprehending the full measure qf God*^ 
indignation, due to them for their sins ; 
and therefore, although their punishment 
be eternal, yet can it never entirely satisfy 
the ofiFended Sovereign ; whereas the in* 
finity of Godhead in our Lord enabled 
Him to endure it all at once. How rich 
and unspeakable a blessing is this^^^iiat tbe 
temporary desertbn of his Son, by God, 
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effectually prevents his eternal desertion 
of his children, simply, hut satisfactorily, 
because the penalty is paid. When Jesus 
cried, ** My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me ? '* the Father answered Him, 
by virtually saying to every member of his 
body, the church, * My justice is fiilly 
satisfied. Fear thou not ; I will never 
leave theCy I will never forsake thee. For 
a little moment I may hide my face from 
thee ; but with everlasting kindness will I 
have mercy upon thee.* 

(2.) And Of what must have been that 
love of the Lamb of God towards sinners 
which could haxe induced Him to undergo 
this separation from the sense of his F(u 
therms affection, and thus to present Himself 
as the marhf at which those arrows of the 
Almighty might be aimed, whose burning 
drank up his spirit ? May we never lose 
sight of it ! May we, who profess to have 
received Him into our hearts by faith, feel 
the constraining influence of a love, which 
nothing less than the affection of God 

K 
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could have displayed, in human nature, or 
towards it. Shall we not ^' take the cup 
of salvation, and call upon the name of the 
Lord ;" when he has taken the dregs of the 
cup of tremhlingy and drank them out ? 
*^ Bless the Lord, O our souls, and all that 
is within us bless His holy name ! '^ 

(3.) Christ Jesus hath been forsaken 
before his brethren ; and for them^ that He 
might sanctify^ even the hidings of their 
Father's face^ and the apparent withdnaw- 
ings of his lovey for their spkitual goody and 
for his own great glory. From his short 
desertion, may a child of God learn, that 
his Father stiU supports him ; although He 
may for a time cease to shine upon him, 
and comfort him, with the well-known, 
and dearly-prized smile of paternal love. 
Does the believer, in such a mourning 
season, seek the Lord without ceasing? 
Does he cry day and night before Him, and 
(Stretch out his hands unto Him ? Does he 
look back upon the mercies of past expe* 
rience, and say, ** I v^iU remember thy 
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wonders of old, eveii the years of the right 
hand of the Most High ; " and so resolve, 
to trust for the future, when yet God seems 
to have forgotten to be gracious ; and to 
deal with the soul, as though He would be 
favouj*ab]e no more? Is the value of the 
divine presence greatly enhanced within the 
heart ; — is that heart taught, after finding 
Him whom it loveth, to hold Him, and 
not to let Him go ? Yes, these, and many 
more, necessarily result from a sanctified 
temporary suspension of the manifestation 
of God's love to it. But how many, or 
how valuable soever they may be, they are 
all referable to the Lord Jesus Christ, as 
their author, who passed through this dread- 
fid state, that his disciples might find their 
blessing in it. " O the depth of the wisdom 
and goodness of God. How unsearchable 
are his judgments, and his ways of mercy 
towards sinners past finding out ! " 
- (4.) Our blessed Lord bore all his other 
svfferings without a cry: hit this wrung 
from Him the appeal of his darkened soul^ 

K 2 
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*^My God, my God^ why hast thou forsaken 
me ? And to a child of God, every other 
affliction is light ^ less than the small dust of 
the balance f compared with the sensible with- 
drawing of the Father^s love, after being 
once manifested. Place a spectator on a hill, 
where his eye can command the glories of 
an almost boundless landscape ; yet, if the 
Sim were hidden, he conld not behold, nor, 
of course, enjoy them : so neither can a 
child of God enjoy comfort in the creature, 
while the light of his Father's countenance 
is withheld and suspended. When David 
forbad Absalom's approach to visit him 
at Jerusalem, the prince cried, *^ Wherefore 
am I come unto Greshur, unless I may see 
the king's face ? *' Even so doth a graci- 
ous child say, * Wherefore am I redeemed, 
called, reconciled, if I may not se^ the 
face of my God ? ' In these seasons Satan, 
who does his work in darkness, is busiest 
with the heart, when the light of its com- 
forts is withdrawn ; just as the wild beasts 
roam abroad to devour, under the shadow 



HIS SOUL IN PRATXR, 133 

of the night* And although he cannot 
destroy &e soul, yet will he labour to add 
to its distress, by all the power of his temp- 
tations ; which are thto most heavily borne, 
and most feebly resisted, when spiritual 
comfort is at its lowest ebb. The darkness 
of his desertion hath however passed away 
from Jesus ; the eclipse is ended ; and the 
Sim of his blessedness shines forth, never 
to be dimmed by another cloud: and so 
shall the gloom be removed, in due time, 
from his afflicted bretfiren. Meanwhile, 
He hath said, '^ My grace is sufficient for 
thee : my strength is made perfect in weak* 
ness. ^' The absolute holiness of Christ 
enabled Him t6 feel all the bitterness of 
this momentary desertion ; for perfect holi* 
nes8 per^tly delights in communion with 
God ; and the more fully our hearts have 
been conformed to Him, in holiness, the 
more bitter will be a temporary suspen-^ 
sion of his presence and love from them. 
But, as the Surety of sinners endured this 
sense of bis Father's chastisement,, when 
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He hung upon the cross, without gtult, 
despair, or despondency, since He knew 
that his sufferings would soon cease, and 
be recompensed with the fulness of everlast- 
ing glory ; — so may the child of God look 
forward to the time, when the days of his 
mourning shall be ended ; and when that 
communion, which sin now so dreadfully 
interrupts will be constant and eternal, 
because sin wiU be eternally slain. 

Such withdrawings of God's affection, 
from his children, after its manifested, and 
apprehended display, may be intended as an 
especial test of their love, which will then 
have its fitting and unequivocal ex^cise, 
when they do not apprehend Ai$ love, which 
yet always rests upon them. Thus Jesus 
looked up to heaven, and saw and loved 
his Father, when He cried, ** My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me ? " And 
what shall be the soul's refiige, when its 
Christian experience finds God, as it were, 
withdrawn ? Even that of the Lord, the 
representative, the light, and. blessed ex* 
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emplar of his disciples : ** My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me ? " Believers, 
still plead with Him, though He seem to 
turn away, and leave you, in gloom and 
sadness. Still come,^ though you seem 
excluded from his presence. Still draw 
nigh, and stretch out your hands, although 
the golden sceptre of love seem not to be 
extended towards you. Still plead with God, 
as a God in covenant with you, because 
ye are represented in Christ, and say, " My 
God, my God.". And doth He not bear 
this relation towards you ? He may appear 
to depart from you ; but you cannot bear 
to depart from Him : and you will yet put 
Him in mind of the Covenant, and of the 
blood wherewith it was sealed, and made 
sure, that He may look upon it, and return 
to you again. '' Who is among you that 
feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice 
of his servant ; that walketh in darkness, 
and seeth no light ? Let him trust in the 
name of the Lord, let him stay upon his 
Grod." Still exercise like precious faith with 
Christ. Still cry, \*VThougK He slay me 



i 
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yet will I trust in Him : ** and then, even 
while you pray, the doud$ may be toUtd 
away, the true light of peace may shine 
in again upon you. Remember, for yoiur 
encouragement, that you may be sure of 
the sympathy of Christ, who hath passed 
through a season of like sadness : and who 
can feel for you, in that He Himself also 
hath been tempted: and as his soul was 
hmnan to feel, so is his power Almighty, 
even as his promise is faithful to deliver. 

(5.) And should not a believer, under the 
hiding of his Father^s /ace, inquire the 
reason of his sad state^ and cry, Shew me 
wherefore thou cowtendest with me : and 
will He not generally find it to be sin f 
Fbr I do not here speak of that absolute 
sovereignty f in the esercise of whichy Qcd 
may turn away for purposes which perhaps 
only the light of the eternal throne^ when 
the saints stand around it in giory, can 
fully explain. Search diligently for the evil, 
and drag it forth even from tiie horns of 
the altar. Plead the blood of Jesus against 
its merited condemnation ; plead the pro* 
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mise of God that it shall not have domi- 
nion over you. Tell God, that it pierces 
your h^art, so to have offended Him ; and 
in his strength go and sin no more. O, 
beware of indulged sin, — it cast the angels 
fix>m heaven ; it drove man from paradise ; 
it drowned the world ; and it lighted up 
that fire of divine indignation, which bums 
to the nethermost hell. But it did infi- 
nitely more than this : it enkindled the 
anger of God, against the substitute for 
sinners, though that substitute was his own 
son. Have no fellowship with that ac- 
cursed thing, which cost Christ Jesus so 
dearly ^ and which must separate between 
you and the manifestations of your Father's 
love. Be dead, indeed, imto sin ; but alive 
unto Grody dirough Him. 

And ye, my brethren, upon whose hearts 
this sad and piercing cry of the Saviour's 
agony hath never smitten, — ye whom it 
hath never awakened from the lethargy 
of your spiritual insensibility ,-^ye who may 
be perhaps mocking at any account of the 
sufferings of the children of God, under 
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a sense of their bereavement of a Father's 
love ; — if what I have said consist with 
the truth of God, your condition is most 
fearful. You are forsaking Him, who 
allowed Himself to be forsaken of the 
Father, for the salvation of sinners : — and 
if you persist in the guilty act, and wiU 
turn your backs upon Him, then must you 
prepare for that tremendous appearing, 
when they who refused the call of love, 
will hear it no more, but must abide the 
wrath of the Lamb: and O, how soon 
may that day arrive I What then will be 
the issue ? May you never know it ex- 
perimentally ; for that knowledge will be 
the second and irreparable death. He turns 
to you, and asks, " Will ye indeed go 
away?** O turn to Him, — ^may God's 
Almighty spirit turn you to Him in faith 
and love, to say, '^ Lord, to whom shall 
we go. Thou art the life of our souls.. O, 
turn thy face to us ; and miite us to thee ; 
tiiat so the face of God may not be turned 
Hway from us, for ever." 



SERMON VI. 



JESUS THIRSTING UNDER THE AGONIES 

OF THE CROSS. 

JOHN XIX. 28, 29. 

AFTBR THIS, JBSUS, KNOWING THAT ALL THINGS WERE NOW 

ACCOMPLISHED, THAT THE SCRIPTURE MIGHT BE FUL- 

" FILLED, SAITH, I THIRST. NOW THERE WAS SET A VESSEL 

< FULL OF VINEGAR : AND THEY FILLED A SPUNGE WITH 

VnfBGAR, AND PUT IT UPON HYSSOP, AND PUT IT TO HIS 

MOXTTH. 

* • 

They who are conversant with dying, beds, 
must haye noticed, in proportion as the 
Holy Ghost gave them spiritual perceptions, 
the jealousy and unwillingness, vnth which 
the children of God, just about to fall 
asleep in Jesus, and waiting in faith and 
hope, until He should receive their spirite, 
and finish the work of redeeming love, in 
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their everlasting blessedness, have received 
any medicine, which, while it might as- 
suage their bodily pain, would in the same 
degree stupify their minds, and make them 
incapable of enjoying communion with 
their Saviour, as He manifested Himself, 
in the fulness of his presence and his grace 
to their souls. And herein they followed, 
according to their measure, the blessed foot- 
steps of his own holy walk and example. 
When his enemies^ in their last act of 
malice against his life, had led Him to 
Golgotha, some among them, more com- 
passionate than the rest, gave Him vinegar, 
or sour wine, mingled with gall; or ac- 
cording to St. Mark, with myrrh. Their 
design in thus dealing with our Lord, waft 
probably to stupify his sense of pain with 
this medicated drink, and to make EBm less 
sensible of the agony which He had yet to 
undergo. But when he had tasted thereof, 
and knew the puipose with which H was 
set before Him, He would not drink ; be* 
cause He would not swerve from one pang. 
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Which infinite justice was about to lay upon 
Him, as the i^presentative of sinners ;^ 
because He would not avoid one jot or tittle 
of those sufferings, whioh were to befall 
Him, when the Lord laid on Him the in- 
iquity of us all. But when He hung upon 
the cross indeed, and was tasting the bit- 
terness of death. He voluntarily exclaimed, 
as the fifth of his last memorable sayings 
on the cross, " / iAir^t ;*'•'— and this He 
said not, imtil He saw that all other points 
of duty were accomplished, or on the point 
of receiving their accomplishment; and 
only the expression of this infirmity was 
needed, to complete all things that were 
written in the law and the prophets, con- 
cerning Him. The great act of his High 
Priesthood being then consummated, and 
the time between the two evenings arrived, 
there remained only, that He should bow 
that blessed head which was anointed by 
the love of God, though crowned with 
thorns by the hatred of man, and give up 
the ghost. 
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r am sure, that the matter and purport 
of this cry of the expiring Saviour will 
i^pear of high and solemn moment to the 
spiritual members of his Church, if ri^tly 
explained, applied and understood. The 
fault will be in my feeble statement, or your 
dim apprehension, or both together, as the 
Holy Spirits influences may not descend 
upon us, — (because perhaps we restrain the 
prayer that should seek them,) if we do not 
find enough in it, to awaken our hearts into 
a holy love of Him who loved us, and gave 
Himself for us. I observe therefore, that 
when Jesus said, ** I thirst" his want, and 
the exclamation, which it urged, proved, 

I. The proper humanity op that 

NATURE WHICH ASSUMED THE LIKENESS 
OF SINFUL FLESH, TO CONDEMN SIN IN 
THE FLESH, THAT THE RIGHTEOUSNESS 
OF THE LAW MIGHT BE FULFILLED IN 
THEM, WHO WALK NOT AFTER THE FLESH, 
BUT AFTER THE SPIRIT. 

They who have known the most of this 
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world's convenience, and the least of its 
outward bodily trials, have probably expe- 
rienced, in some degree, the irksomeness^ 
if not the painfiilness of thirst. When 
the body is parched with fever, full of toss- 
ings to and fro, — ^when the blood is hot 
with inflammation, and all moisture drunk 
up from the surface of the body, burned 
with inward fire, the sense, of thirst is 
most oppressive ; and the restlessness which 
it induces, and which also in turn re-acts 
upon it, to increase it, forms a sad feature 
in the disease. But, when the climate, in 
which the sufferer's lot is cast, is that of 
parching heat; when his anguish is laid 
upon him, as a burden, in the sultry time 
of day ; and when his pain is not the throb 
of natural disease, but the rackings and 
torture of a lingering death, by which his 
soul is violently rent, as it were, from his 
body, then the thirst produced must be a 
cause of agony, which only the sufferer can, 
appreciate. Such was the case with Jesus, 
when He cried from the cross, " I thirst.*^ 
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Pain had seized every member of his body, 
and every member of it had, as though it 
were a mouth to thirst, and to feel the 
misery of its want. No part of the Sa- 
viour was free from torture. His head was 
wounded with thorns, his back with the 
scourgings of the Jews, his face with buf- 
fetings, his hands and feet with the nails 
of the cross ; and all that body which the 
Father had prepared Him, in which to be 
made like unto his brethren, and to become 
their surety, was stretched and rackefd by 
hanging on the cross. My dear friends, 
who have been standing with the Virgin 
Mary and the beloved disciple, by the cross 
of Christ, (as I have endeavoured to bring 
you thither in the preceding discourses,) 
and whose love to Him who bore your sins, 
in his own body, upon that tree of torture 
and shame, hath been brought into any 
dearer exercise, take comfort and causes 
of joy from such proofs, that your very 
nature suffered upon Mount Calvary : and 
that when it behoved Him, by whom are 
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all things, and for whom are aU dungs, in 
bringing many sons and daughters unto 
^ory, to make the Captain of their sal* 
vation perfect through sufferings, He gave 
you the most ample assurance, that those 
sufferings were real, and as they were penal, 
that they were borne for you, and would 
entirely, and most certainly, remove all 
penal demands of God's justice from you, 
because that justice was satisfied, when they 
were laid upon Christ your representative. 
He hath undergone the stroke of justice 
for you, and it never will appear against 
you. ** Who shall lay any thing to your 
charge ?" It is God that justifieth ; who is 
he that condemneth ; it is Christ that died. 
The flesh and blood, which He assumed, 
were as truly human, as your own, and 
of the self-^ame nature. In his divine 
^stence, "He was God, of the substance 
of his Father, begotten before the worlds. 
In his human character, He was man, of 
the substance of his mother, born in the 
world." His divinity was the altar, his 

L 
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human nature the victim. Thus did He 
make the full atonement in the nature that 
had offended ; and that must therefor^ 
pay the infinite penalty of its infinite trans- 
gression. 

Not merely however, did our Lord's 
bodily pain occasion that thirst which 
parched his lips, and made his tongue 
cleave to the roof of his mouth. It was 
increased by the sorrows of his mindy under 
a sense of the dreadful circumstances, in 
which He was placed, as bej^ring the guilt 
of sin in his own body, and making that 
mighty atonement, which by putting, as it 
we^e, souls so numberless into his soul, 
and obliging Him to bear their iniquities, 
might weU occasion that anguish which dries 
up the bones, and that violence of mental 
agony, which drinks up the spirits. Draw 
nearer still, I pray you, to the cross. Let 
faith awaken, and love bum within you, 
while you see the fire consuming Him, 
who, as Mediator between you — sinners, 
under a sentence of justice, which you 
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could neither avoid, nor oppose, nor en- 
dure — and the living God, who must, (if 
Jesus had not taken your place, and put 
you, who believe, for safety into Himself) 
have avenged your iniquities upon you, 
and consumed your happiness, your hope, 
and every thing which your souls possess, 
except their capacity to suffer his wrath, 
without being annihilated. Thus did the 
thirst of Christ, as one of the parts of his 
propitiation, save you from being fuel to 
that fire, which never shall be quenched, 
and food for that worm which shall never 
die ; and from the despairing cry for a 
drop of water to cool your tongue in the 
torment of that flame. Rejoice then in 
the Lord Jesus Christ always ; and again, 
I say. Rejoice. 

II. This cry op our dear Lord 

TESTIFIED TO THE FULL ACCOMPLISHMENT 
OF THE PROPHECIES MADE IN THE AN- 
CIENT WORD CONCERNING HIM. 

It was not permitted his worst adversa- 

L 2 
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ries to say, that the inost minute pre- 
diction concerning his grievous sufferings, 
recorded hy the Holy Ghost, in the pages 
of prophecy, remained without its due and 
absolute accomplishment. The honour of 
God's word was dear to the heart of 
God's Son, when, amidst all the agonies, 
by which He was encircled. He looked 
be3fx>nd them, and was supremely care* 
fill that its prophecies might be fulfilled. 
He saw moreover, that his sufferings 
were approaching their termination. But 
eagerly as fainting nature desired to enter 
into the Sabbath of the grave, which 
would pass away, like the l^d Sabbath, 
to usher in the glorious rest of that new 
Lord's day, wiiidi is now the joy of the 
Christian Church, as it is . a type of its 
service and sabbatism, through all eternity ; 
yet would He not utter the complaint, that 
must be made, until the time i^pointed 
was fuUy come. So inviolably sacred in 
his eye, was the order, which had been 
settled from eternity, and recorded for the 
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succession and the end of his sufferings, unto 
the comfort and joy of his people's fidth. 
Then, finding his strength dried up like a 
potsherdy as that of David, who typically 
represented Him, — then, finding his tongue 
cleave to his jaws, — then, finding that God 
had brought Him into the dust of death, — 
then, knowing the voice of die Holy Ghost 
concerning Him, that his enemies should 
give Him gall for meat, and in his thirst 
vinegar to drink. He would not turn away 
from the bitterness of the cup, but even 
asked it from their hands, sajdng, ^' / 
thirst.*^ O, dear friends, how great should 
be the jealousy of the children of God in 
Christ, that their Father's word, concern- 
ing themselves also, should be entirely 
accomplished ; that the crown of their 
rich and everlasting salvation should be 
put upon the head of Christ Jesus ; and 
that they should be complete in Him, ac- 
cording to the declarations, made concern- 
ing Him, as the Alpha and Omega of 
redeeming mercy to sinners ! 
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Even so, all the promises which yet 
remain to be made good concerning Him* 
self, will the Lord Jesus be carefiil to 
fulfil. He will not, on the throne, dis- 
regard that volume, which He was so eager 
to honour and verify on the cross. The 
companion of his last agony is ever before 
Him, in the eternity of his heavenly tri- 
umph. And, as He was careful to ac* 
complish every declaration concerning the 
humiliation of his crucifixion, so will He 
bring to pass all those announcements of 
his glorious gospel, which point the eye 
of faith to Him, now as a spiritual, and 
hereafter as a manifested sovereign King 
of kings, and Lord of lords. Did He dis- 
cover such anxiety for the accomplishment 
of predictions pointing out the insulting 
and cruel treatment, which He would re- 
ceive : and will He be reluctant of fulfil 
those which concern his glory and his 
victory? Are your eyes and hearts fixed 
on Him ? Then be much in praise to your 
Covenant-Head ; for the sure and certain. 
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hope, that, as you have been planted in the 
likeness of his death, you shall be also in the 
likeness of his resurrection : that, as you 
suffered with Him, you shall also be glorified 
with Him ; and then, the remembrance of 
the cross will only enhance the blessedness of 
the throne : just as " a woman^ when she is in 
travail, hath sorrow, because her hour is 
come ; but afterwards, remembereth no more 
the anguish, for joy that a man is born into 
the world." Ye now then may have sorrow, 
as spiritual conflict may make you thirst : 
but He will come again, and receive you 
to Himself, and " your heart shall rejoice ; 
and your joy no man taketh from you." 

in. And doth not our Lord's cry, 

" I THIRST," attest HIS ZEAL, AND THE 
EAGERNESS OF HIS DESIRE, FOR THE SAL- 
VATION OF SINNERS, AS MERCY YEARNED 
OVER THEM, AND UNBOUNDED LOVE, 
LOVE, WHICH ONLY HIS HEART COULD 
FEEL, EMBRACED THEM FROM THE CROSS ? 

Here was a. thirst, greater and more in- 
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tense, than any, which the pangs of tiie 
body could have excited. Here was d 
desire to quench his soul's eag^ness for 
the salvation of men ; from which indeed 
the pressure of bodily thirst arose. For 
this end the Living Water said, ^^ I thirst. ^^ 
For this end the fountain of every mercy 
seemed for awhile dried up^ Hke wells, in 
the summer's drought, which have no water. 
For this end He drank of the brook of bit- 
terness in the way, before He lifted up his 
head in glory everlasting. How dear must 
the souls of guilty men have been in his 
sight, when, at a price of suffering so in- 
conceivably great, when, salted with fire, in 
the sense of Grod*s indignation against sin, 
He only prevailed, by anguish inconceivable, 
to open the springs of life for dying men, 
and to bring them, through faith, to the 
river of those pleasures that are at his right 
hand for evermore i Therefore came there 
not, either from heaven, or from earth, one 
drop of comfort into his cup of sorrow. 
All its ingredients were bitter. And with 
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good reason ; as God the Father saw it 
meet : for if He had been spared, we coidd 
not have escaped. If our mercies must be 
pure mercies, and our glory unmixed glory, 
then the wrath, whieh He suffered must 
have been unmingled wrath. And so it 
was. "Greater love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends." Christ Jesus made this surrender : 
and, dear friends, will you not believe that 
He laid it down for ytm — that He loved 
yoUj and gave Himself for you ? Therefore 
it was that Christ's cup was deep and 
large, — capacious enough to contain the 
infinite wrath of an infinitely holy God, 
against those sins which were, by imputar. 
tion^ chai^d upon Him. Therefore it is, 
diat in all the afiUctions wherewith God 
visits his children, there is no wrath ; for 
Christ bore it all in his own soul, and in 
his own body, on the tree. Look unto Him, 
ye who love his appearing : and let Him 
be the rock of your sure dependence,, and 
the glorious object of your adoring praise. 
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IV. And if this thirst of Emman-^ 

tJBL BESPEAK HIS ZEAL FOR YOUR SALVA-- 
TION, DOTH IT NOT ALSO BESPEAK THE 

Father's infinite love towards you ? 
It well becomes the children of God to 
bear in mind, that it did not satisfy his love, 
freely to take them, without a particle of 
deserving, on their part, out of the mass 
of a guilty and condemned world, and to 
number them among his children, accord^ 
ing to his own eternal purpose and grace. 
It should also dwell in their adoring recol- 
lection, that he hath committed the work of 
saving them, to his Son, and made that 
Son's soul an offering for sin. '^ Scarcely 
for a righteous man will one die, yet per* 
adventure for a good man some would even 
dare to die : but Grod commendeth his love 
toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us." " Herein is love ; not 
that we loved God, but that He loved us, 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins." He cried, "J thirst;'' and 
the cry must have penetrated his Father's 
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heart : yet is not one pang remitted, one 
agony abated^ one mite^ of the boundless 
debt of sinners to divine justice, taken from 
the whole. " It pleased the Lord to bruise 
Him." O what a commentary is this, 
upon the record, that " Ood is Love ! " love 
indeed, to men, to guilty, doomed, and 
djring men. 

But then, did He really love his Son, 
or did all his affection centre upon 
rebels, while the heir of glory was for- 
gotten ? No, dear friends, God loved man 
in Christ; and He loved Christ, not only 
with the infinite intensity of paternal love, 
towards that divine nature, which was 
granted to the manhood, in Him ; but also^ 
for what Christ did for man : and thus He 
pours his grace upon the head of sinners, 
to melt them into holy gratitude and filial 
affection. O, when that cup of bitterness 
concerning which, in common with his 
other infinite mediatorial sufferings He 
cried, " Father, if it be possible, let it pass 
from me," was put to his lips, by the malice 
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of his enemies, angels, in the. heaven of 
heavens, looking down into the abodes of 
their lost fellows, whom mercy must nevet 
reach, and then looking upon the worms 
on whom mercy was resting, mercy which 
gleamed upon them from the sufferings 
of Jesus, on their behalf, as the rainbow 
throws its brightest colours on the darkest 
sky, when the rain Mis, and the sun 
shines upon it; they must have been amazed, 
with the astonishment of adoring rapture. 
They never could have thought the well- 
head of God's love to that sinful race, 
so deep, so mysterious, so copious, as when 
they saw a thirsting Saviour, and Grod the 
Father giving Him only the vials of vmtth, 
and making the draught as bitter, as the 
thirst itself. 

As there is one point, frbm which the 
beauties of a picture are most clearly seen^ 
so is there one point and post of spiritual 
observation, from which the goodness of 
our God to sinners is most effectually be- 
held : and that point is the foot of the cross. 
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Be often there, and may God the Holy 
Grfaost fill your souls with all the blessed- 
ness of the view, and of your personal, and 
everlasting interest in it. ' 

1. And now^ dear friendSy did Jesus 
Christ thirst for the salvation of those ^ who 
without that agony of his soul must have been 
for ever widowed of happiness and hope, by 
the just and holy displeasure of Ood ? 
What then^ should he the language of 
each of those, who hope that He is theirs, 
and they are his eternally ? 

Surely that of holy David«*^" My soul is 
athirst for God, yea even for the living 
God : when shall I come to appear before 
God?'* "As the hart panteth for the 
waterbrooks, so panteth my soul after thee, 
O God." Shall He thirst, beloved friends, 
for your souls, and ye but faintly desire 
Him ? Will ye be contented in his service, 
with a lukewarmness, which He abhors : 
and shall all the recollections of his income- 
parable love be traced upon your hearts, 
like characters in the sand, to be oblitera- 
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ted, or at least covered, by every new se- 
duction, as those characters would be 
covered by the returning tide ? Shall you 
think coldly of Him, who gave not only 
his body to crucifixion, but his soul to the 
most dreadful anguish for you ? If that 
charity, which can only make a few objects 
happy, and which performs its ministrations, 
with little personal toil and suffering, is yet 
able to gather around it the admiration of 
men ; what shall you think of Him, 
whose love aimed at the salvation of millions, 
and led Him through the pangs of death, 
to save you? Shall your love to such a 
Saviour be cold and feeble ? O, may the 
Spirit of God give you a spark of the love 
that glowed in his soul, that it may con- 
sirnie the selfishness of the evil heart within 
you ; and make you, in deed, and in truth, 
give all your affections supremely to Him, 
who ought to be accounted by each of you 
as ^' the chiefest among ten thousands, and 
altogether lovely." 

2. Did Jesm Christ thirsty under t he ir^it^ 
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eti^e of that temporary suffering which bowed 
Him down to the grave in anguish ? What 
then will he the misery j what the woe, what 
the inconceivable wretchedness, which 
nrnst befall them, who will not came unto 
him that they may have life, who turned 
away from the Lamb of Qod ; and from all 
the unfathomable mercies of his salvation ; 
and who, when the hour of their unbelief 
and impenitence shall reach its awful close, 
having no union with Him who is, in his 
people, a well of water, springing up into 
everlasting life, will then be separated from 
Him, without hope, and that for ever ? 

If He said, " I thirst,^' when He had 
borne the wrath of God for a few hours, 
what will be their state, who must grapple 
with it for ever ? But, I will not dwell on 
this dreadful subject. Only consider, my 
dear hearers, who are thus neglecting 
Christ, what anguish God's own Son must 
have borne, when the sins of men were only 
imputed unto Him. Only consider, what that 
man deserves to feel, who hath not only 
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merited eternal pain, but who hath des- 
pised the remedy, that Grod gave him, in 
the blood of Christ, for the salvation of his 
soul.^ Consider this; and may the Holy 
Ghost bless it, to an earnest desire for Jesus 
Christ, and for the life eternal, that is by 
faith in his name 1 

3. Did Jesiis thirst upon the cross ^ to bring 
in an everlasting righteousness ? Blessed 
then are they^ that do hunger and thirst 
after righteousness ; for they shall be filled. 

If you are thus desiring, your Heavenly 
Father will not deal with you, as the Jews 
dealt with the Saviour, He will not give 
you gall, instead of bread, nor vinegar, 
instead of water. Come to Him : " buy 
wine and milk, without money, and with- 
out price." You may be brought into much 
trouble, to make you still more eamesdy 
desire the blood of Jesus Christ. But when 
your souls gasp, like a parched land, and 
are as far from self-refreshment, as a man 

> Flavel. 
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can be from drawing water out of the flint, 
then shall the fountain of salvation in 
Christ be opened to you ; th^t you may 
drink and live for ever. Mercy indeed, to 
a convinced sinner, seems oftentimes as 
remote, as rivers from a rock of stone : 
and perhaps few come near to mercy, who 
do not at first think themselves far from it. 
When the Israelites cried, "We are ready 
to perish with thirst ; " then they stood 
upon the very ground where rivers were to 
run for their refreshment, their strength, 
and their comfort, in the wilderness. The 
thirsty soul, panting for Christ and his 
salvation, shall assuredly have them both, 
for they are inseparable, whatever difficul- 
ties may appear to interpose. '* When the 
poor and needy seek water, and there is 
none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, 
I the Lord will hear them, I the God of 
Israel will not forsake them ; I will open 
rivers in high places, and fountains in the 
midst of the vallies, I will make the wilder- 
ness a pool of water, and the dry land 

M 
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sinDgs of mlcr. I wm give drink to my 
people mT dioaen.'' God will not strike 
die rod: of his justice, and yonr hearts to- 
gether, ye who hare hegun to fed your 
perishing need d Jesos ; but the rod of his 
mercy shall toodi the rock, even acnicified 
Savioar for yon ; and you shall drink, and 
live for ever. 
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JOHN XIX. 30. 

JESUS SAID, rr is finished. 

In that last prayer, which the Saviour of 
sinners offered up to God for his disciples, 
and his Church, to the end of time, He 
said, " I have glorified Thee upon the 
earth; I have finished the work which 
thou gavest me to do." That assertion, 
made by the faithful and true Witness, was 
spoken with reference to his active obe- 
dience, now drawing to a close; and the 
instructions now communicated to those 
given Him out of the world ; as well as in 
anticipation of the mediatorial sufferings, 

M 2 
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whereby the Father's purpose of salvation 
to lost man, which the incarnate Son had 
undertaken to execute was to be accom- 
plished; and whereby He took away the 
hand- writing that was against them, nail- 
ing it to his cross. But that death of 
shame and agony, to which He then 
looked forward, was perfected, when He 
cried, from his station of unsearchable 
mercy on the cross, " It is finished J^^ The 
wilderness of sufiiaing was now trium- 
phantly passed ; all enemies vanquished ; 
and the rest of the promised land, the 
glory of his double nature, one with God 
and one widi man, was now to be entered 
upon, in his Fkdier's presence ; and to be 
consummated, with the blessedness of his 
saints, at the restitution of all things. And 
surely, if angels desire to look into the 
act and process of human redemption, they 
must have listened to tiiis solemn crv, 
uttered by the Lord of glory, with wonder 
that filled even their minds, fisoniliar as 
they were with lower depths in the im*> 
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mensity of divine wisdom, than men, 
the immediate subjects of Christ's great 
salvation, in their distance of sin and 
darkness from God, probably could be. 
When they heard the Lord JeSus utter this 
cry, the presage of his final and everlasting 
victory, before He bowed his head, soon to 
be radiant with many crowns of ^ory, and 
gave up the ghost, th^ must have echoed 
it back through all thar host, with songs 
of praise and love to its great Author. 
My dear brethren, the world through all its 
generations, has heard and handed down the 
saying of philosophers and sages ; and they 
are fiuniliar to our ears, with a reputation 
for wisdom, at least equal to their deserts, 
if not to the confidence of their claims : 
but no words were ever uttered by men, 
nor angels, nor (so far as we are involved, 
together with all the mighty and eternal 
interests of our souls) by God Himself, •of 
higher moment than these of the dying 
Jesus — " It is finished 1 " 

I would gladly have so spoken in ex* 
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planation, and enforcement of the pre- 
vious sayings of our Emmanuel, as to have 
kept alive your attention in the consider- 
ation of them, during the solemn services 
through which we have passed: and to 
have brought you hither, not only with 
unwearied, but with refreshed and re-in- 
vigorated minds, to dwell upon the two 
remaining cries, now no longer cries of 
conflict, but of triumph, uttered by Christ 
Jesus our Lord. But my wish has been 
ill-seconded by my power. If, however, 
an angel's love to God and souls, had been 
seconded by an angel's knowledge, and an 
angel's tongue, — ^the knowledge and the 
language would have been in vain, unless 
the Spirit of light, and life, and truth, ac- 
companied the word, and made it the 
power of God to your salvation. And 
here is the comfort of every minister of 
Christ, whether the most eloquent and 
gifted of all his order, or the feeblest 
stammerer amongst his brethren, that the 
Holy Ghost saves by the foolishness of 
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preaching ; in order, that your faith may 
not stand in the wisdom of man, hut in 
the power of God. The sayings of Jesus, 
and the priestly life of Jesus in human 
flesh, so far as it had its hlessed exercise 
in oflFering the atonement for sin, have 
their end in the services of this day.^ I 
beseech you, therefore, with love towards 
Him, with faith in his atonement and 
righteousness, and with desire to draw in- 
struction from the expressions of his latest 
breath, to consider for a little space the 
high and glorious purport of the cry in the 
text—" It is finished !'' 

I. Thb sufferings undergone by 
THE God-man, in behalf of sinners, 
WERE NOW ended. He had drunk the 
cup of wrath ; He had drained it to the 
dr^; and not one drop remained for 
Him, or for those who are one with Him 
by faith, to taste, thenceforth, even for 

> Good Friday. 



168 THE CONSUMMATION. 

ever. That cup had been large, and full; 
and bitter : — so large, that only the infi* 
nite Godhead of Jesus could have hdd 
the vials of indignation against sin which 
were poured into it: so fidl, that it left 
space for no further indignation against 
the travail of the Saviour's soul ; and not 
one curse remained for the condemnation 
of that seedy which Jesus should see growl- 
ing by faith on Himself, the tree of life, 
as the Father gave it for fruitfulness in 
Him ; so bitter, that the nature of any 
one inferior to the Son of God must have 
been unable even to taste the least dr^ 
of it. He had cried, when his humanity 
seemed to be bowed down for a moment 
before the coming trial, with all its over* 
whelming character of sorrow, *^ Father, 
if it be possible, let this cup pass from m^." 
But, He was heard in the filial alternative 
of his petition—** Nevertheless, not as I 
will, but as Thou i)\dlt;" because a re- 
mission of suffering would have been in- 
consistent with his own covenant, and with 
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the salvation of millions, whose everlasting 
all was suspended, so to speak, upon the full 
performance of every engagement, which 
He had made with God on hehalf of man. 
The Father's will, agreeably to the Son's 
reigned and obedient prayer — that will, 
which had for its mighty object the glory 
and harmony of God's dishonoured attri* 
butes, and the reconcilement of a lost 
world to Him, was now accomplished to 
the very letter. The sword of justice, 
which had been sheathed in the blood of 
Christ, was now to be returned to its 
place;- — and never to strike a believer in 
Jesus, because that believer was a member 
of the body of Jesus, when the sword 
of God pierced Him, and he died in Jesus. 
The deep waters that had gone over his 
head were now retiring ; the ark of God's 
purpose, in which He had been tossed, 
was just now resting upon a mountain 
of glory for Himself and for his people. 
His sufferings had been many, but they 
had been now brought to a dose. And 
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what must have been his joy, what his 
delight, what the blessedness of his soul, 
in seeing the pleasure of the Lord pros- 
per in his hand; in looking backwards, 
through the ages of faith, in the ancient 
church, upon all her believers in Himself ; 
and forwards, through all the ages of faith, 
in that later church, which should be 
called by his name, until its dispensation 
of mercy should dose ; and in witnessing 
the long, and happy, and glorified train of 
brethren, ** washed, sanctified, and justi- 
fied, in his name, and by the Spirit of our 
God ! '* 

The greater the conflict, the more happy 
the victory. He now knows that God will 
not chide always, nor keep his anger for ever. 
The strife hath been fearful ; but then it 
hath been short. The storm, wherewith 
all the powers of the world were shaken, is 
now ceasing ; and the sky over the Savioiu"'s 
head is clear and bright, with a sunshine, 
which must be undimmed by a doud for 
ever. The scribes, elders, pharisees, Judas, 
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the soldiers, priests, witnesses, judges, 
thieves, executioners, and Satan, who urged 
them on, in their tremendous warfare 
against the Son of God, have wearied them- 
sdves in the very fire, with their own malice. 
The cross has been the battle-field of man's 
salvation, on which every enemy has been 
vanquished ; and the soul of Christ departs 
into rest and glory, as the words, *' It is 
finished," pass from his lips. My dear 
friends, even on this day of commemorating 
the sufferings of your dying Lord, (after 
in the past week's ordinances, Jesus hath 
been set forth, openly crucified among you, 
and in that sacred ordinance of his passion, 
which a few minutes hence, many of us, I 
hope, will partake to our soul's strength 
and comfort) — even on this day, which 
especially calls to a holy mourning for sin, 
I would say to you. Lift up your hearts 
with joy, that Christ hath suffered; that 
all his pangs have for ever ceased, and 
are remembered by Him no more, except 
as the painftd process, through which He 
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triumphandy passed, and by which He sees 
man redeemed to God. And, if Christ 
hath suffered in the flesh, should not you 
and I also, cease from sin ? Should not we 
view what iniquity cost Him ? Yes : God 
forbid, that any who name his aU-preyail- 
ing and glorious name, as their soid's hope 
for mercy, should crucify to themselves 
the Son of God afresh, and put Him to 
open shame. 

n. I might have observed at this stage 
of the subject, that all the prophecies con* 
ceming the first coming of Christ, on an 
errand of love to sinners, in the volume 
of the book, put by God into the hand^ 
of the elder Church, were finished, and 
not one, not a jot, not a tittle of that 
record of the Holy Ghost had fallen to the 
ground. But I have heretofore said some- 
thing on this point, and must therefore 
next observe, that the law was aSro- 
GATBD — the ceremonial Imv^ as the shadow 
of good things to come, of which the 
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body was Himself— and the moral law, 
under which man lay in helpless bondage, 
and which he was no more able to obey 
than to create his own soul, was utterly 
taken away from all believers, as it respects 
the relation in which they stood to God, 
for life, under a covenant of works, — a 
covenant broken by man ; but by no other 
man to be repaired, except the man Christ 
Jesus, the man who was the fellow of the 
Lord of Hosts. The ordinance of the 
pascal Lamb was then abolished. Christ 
our passover is sacrificed for us ; and his 
blood, sprinkled by faith upon the sinner's 
soul, satisfies divine justice, and opens a 
way for the honourable exercise of divine 
mercy. O come, my dear friends, who 
love Him, and glory in his name, come 
and partake Him by faith this day ; come 
and feast upon the sacrifice, with praise 
and thanksgiving. The brajsen serpent, 
which Moses lifted up in the wilderness, 
hath now its blessed explanation, as it 
then had its healing ofiice ; for as Moses 
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and plead it, and find the plea admitted , with 
all the readiness of a Father's love to you. 
And then, dear brethren, that Moral Lawj 
which a God inexorably just, by whom it 
was given, was bound to honour, hath been 
amply and for ever magnified. " What 
the law could not do, in that it was weak 
through the flesh, God, sending his own 
Son, in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for 
sin, condemned sin in the flesh ; that the 
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled 
in us, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit." Beginning at that awful 
point in man's history, and God's proce- 
dure, where our nature had failed ; and 
being determined that the breach of his 
Father's law should be repaired when man 
had broken it. He first became obedient 
unto the law for man ; and submitted to 
every requirement which it made upon 
Him, as God's admitted, appointed substi- 
tute for the utterly depraved and helpless 
creature ; that He might become the Lord 
our righteousness. He lived in it, there- 
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fore in his own sinless person, a uniform ex- 
ample of the most spotless obedience. He 
discharged every duty, and fulfilled every 
obligation. He thus became '* the end of 
the law, for righteousness to every one that 
believeth.'* And having thus magnified the 
law, and made it honorable by a perfect 
and an entire observance of all its righteous 
demands. He accomplished the great earth- 
ly work of his priesthood, as introductory 
to his resurrection, intercession, and future 
kingdom, by making the sacrifice unto 
offended justice, and by paying the penalty 
of a broken law in his death. " God made 
Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin, 
that we might be made the righteousness 
of God in Him." '' Who then shall lay 
any thing to the charge of God's elect, it 
is God that justifieth, who is he that con- 
demneth ? " O my brethren, who are 
divorced from the law, whether as a cause 
of condemnation, or as an imaginary in- 
strument, wherewith to build up a hope 
of justification, praise God for your blessed 

N 
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liberty, and remember that gracious scrip- 
ture, which unites the comfort of a promise, 
with the obligation of a precept; — " Sin 
shall not have dominion over you ; for you 
are not under the law, but under grace ! " 

III. ^^ It is finished'^ Christ Jbsus 

HAD EFFECTED THE GREAT WORK OF VAN- 
QUISHING THE POWERS OF DARKNESS ; 
ALTHOUGH THEY MAY BE STILL PERMITTED 
TO ASSAULT HIS BRETHREN IN THE WORLD. 

The enmity between them had existed from 
the date of the sinner's hope, and the ser- 
pent's curse in paradise ; and great had 
been the strife between them : — ^but now, 
the promise is fulfilled. The humanity 
of Jesus feels the blow, as the serpent 
wounds his heel, with the nails of the 
cross : but hell and Satan feel the mortal 
wound, wherewith He bruised their head, 
with the very nails that bruised his heel, 
and the spear that pierced his side. The 
iron yoke of Satan is broken in pieces by 
the stone cut out of the moimtain without 
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hands. Life and immortality are brought 
to hght, and secured to the faithful ; and 
their faith itself provided and secured for 
them, by the finished work of the Lord 
Jesus. '^ He hath spoiled principalities 
and powers : He hath made a shew of 
them openly, triumphing over them in his 
eross.** By his glorious death, He hath 
destroyed death, and him that had the 
power of death, that is the devil : and well 
might Paul triumph, as he looked at his 
Saviour's conquest ; a conquest which he, 
and every one who, is partaker of like 
precious faith, obtained in Christ. ^^ O 
death, where is thy sting ? O grave, where 
is thy victory ? The sting of death is sin ; 
and the strength of sin is the law: but 
thanks be to God, which giveth us the 
victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ." 
The devil, sin, aU the spiritual foes 
of those, who are in Him by faith, may 
seem to press hardly upon them : but 
they really lie crushed and trodden be- 
neath the feet of the all-conquering Lord 

N 2 
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and Leader. The vanquished may .gnash 
their teeth with impotent regret and rage ; 
hut the venom of eternal death is removed, 
Never then, despair of overcoming the 
devil, and all who are in league with him 
against your souls. To doubt of success, 
would seem to deny the victory which 
Christ gained for his brethren, and which 
they gained in Christ ; and the unbelief of 
his disciples must be his dishonour. This 
glorious effect d his cross, may also well 
and fitly . arm their minds with a trium- 
phant faith, against the scandal of the 
cross ; and make them each cry, God 
forbid that \ should glory, - save only in it ! 
Live,— if yours be the life of faith in the 
Son of God, as though the world were 
indeed crucified to you, upon that cross, 
and you to the world ! And let it take 
knowledge of you, that while Christ cruci- 
fied is to the Jews a stumbling-block, and to 
the Greeks foolishness, you who are /called, 
regard Hiiix as Christ the power of God, 
and the wisdom of God, unto salvation. 
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But if any of you are the enemies of 
that cross, hethink you, how absolute will 
be the impossibility of resisting Him, who 
in his dying act^ spoiled Satan, death, and 
hell. Are ye more powerful than they? 
If not, will ye teinain in arms against 
this Saviour? If He slew his foes, when 
he Himself was slain, is his arm shorter, 
or his sceptre more feeble, or his might de* 
creased, now that He. sittetb upon the 
throne of heaven? O, come, and plead 
his dying love to sinners : touch the sceptre 
of his might and mercy: own Him, as 
your Lord : put Him on as your righteous- 
ness : and Hve, the moniiunents and tro^ 
phies of redeeming grace. 

IV, When Jesus Christ said, **If i$ 
jiimheA^^ He proclaimed that the atone- 
ment FOR SIN WAS FULLY MADE. Woe 

unto us, dear friends, if He had left only 
one mite of debt, which our souls would 
have had to discharge. Woe unto us, if 
He had not paid the tremendous obligation, 
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to the uttermost farthing. But there is no 
condemnation to them who are in Him. 
** There is redemption through his blood, 
even the remission of sins." The price 
hath been paid ; the ransom is complete ; 
the satisfaction Aill and ample. God hath 
purchased the Church with his own blood : 
and now, they, who sometime were far off, 
are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 
And, having died, He hath opened that 
deep, clear, costly, and over-flowing foun- 
tain, in which sinners wash their robes by 
faith, and where those robes are made 
white, in the blood of the Lamb. Come 
to Him, I beseech you all, on whose 
consciences lie the load and burden of sin. 
Are the desires of your souls to God ? Do 
you long for his holiness, coniplain of your 
imperfections, and struggle against your 
corruptions? Come then, and plead the 
atonement. That salvation, which you 
could never have wrought out, He, for 
you, hath alone accomplished. Look up 
boldly to the throne of God; and know 
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that there is no strife against you in 
heaven ; nothing for you, except peace and 
joy. All is finished. He would he hap- 
tized with blood, that He might wash you. 
He would be covered with the mockery 
of a purple robe, that your sins might 
never appear in their dark stain of guilt 
before God. He would be scourged, that 
the rod of wrath might never be laid on 
you. He would thirst, that your souls 
might drink of the river of eternal pleasure. 
He would yield to death, that you might 
never taste the death everlasting. He would 
be forsaken of the Father, that you might 
be received and owned for ever. " By 
one offering he hath perfected for ever 
them that are sanctified.** My brethren, 
if any . of you are resisting this infinite 
grace, — if any of you have not received 
the atonement,— if any of you are the 
enemies of God, I beseech you, with . as 
much affection as my heart can feel, and 
O that I could beseech you, with as much 
earnestness, as the infinite peril of your 
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state demahdsy to seek that atonement 
in Jesus, and to believe the tenderness 
of his love to you, that it may lead 
you to Him, as your all ia all. "I pray 
you, in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to 
God." 

(1.) brethren, be this the subject of your 
songs whose hearts cleave by faith to Jesus : 
— ^^ Itis Jinished.^^ That work which He 
so soon accomplished, will be matter of 
everlasting songs and triumphs to the 
angels, and to the spirits of just men made 
perfect. The mercies that flow from it, 
cannot be fully appreciated upon earth: 
and the possessors of them will be learn* 
ing their worth to all eternity. If the 
angels sang, when the foundation-stone 
of salvation was visibly laid, in the incar^ 
nation of Christ, well might they sing, 
when the Great Builder said, ^' It ii$ finish- 
ed." Join your songs with theirs; and 
pray, that those who are yet estranged 
from Christ, may, in the riches of un- 
bounded mercy, partake the common bles** 
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sedness of the saints ; and be with them^ 
one in Christ. 

(2.) Hath Hejinished his work of mercy 
for sinners on the cross ^ then mil He finish 
his work of love and power, in those who 
believe^ from the throne of heaven. He 
will cast down the power of sin : He will 
sanctify them by union with Himself, and 
by the indwelling of his blessed Spirit. 
As He presented Himself, a perfect sacri^ 
fice to God, so will He present every be- 
liever, perfect in Himself. Dear friends, 
who can by faith trust this blessed title to 
be your own, glorify God, that when Jesus 
said *^ It is finished y^ He made you cdm- 
ptete in Himself; and that this complete- 
ness is indefeasible, even for ever. 

■ (3.) Did the Lord^s work of atonement 
indeed corns to an endy when He said^ ** It 
is Jinishedy^^ then^ my Christian brethren^ 
lift up your headSy for your redemption 
draw^h nigh. Your struggle with corrup- 
jtion, and sin, and sorrow, however pain-, 
^i, however labprious, .however sometimes 
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almost overpowering, will in its turn, and 
that speedily, be also finished. These 
enemies must be encountered, by the very 
law of your Christian profession. What 
should you do, but wage the warfare, as 
the Head and Captain of your salvation 
hath done ? It is a faithful saying, and 
may well raise your souls from the dust, 
into which they are often beaten, that " if 
you suffer with Him, you shall also reign 
with Him." You are encompassed with a 
great cloud of witnesses. Your crown is 
ready ; your day of redemption will come : 
all tears shall soon be wiped away from 
your eyes : and He who finished his course 
for you, will give you to finish your course 
with joy. Possess your souls then, not 
only in patience, but in comfort, in hope, 
in peace. Your sorrows shall have an end ; 
your joys shall not. Your trials shall soon 
be finished, but your glory shall be eternal. 
(4. Did our dying Lord/ say^ ^^ It is 
Jinished? '* Will any of my brethren then^ 
be so presumptuous y so deaf to that mighty 
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roice of Christy attesting the infinite per'- 
fection of his work^ as to think of adding 
his own righteousness to the LorcTs only 
and alUsuffident righteousness ? Did not 
the same voice, as it were, tell you, that, 
** other foundation can no man lay, save 
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ ? " He 
will be all, or nothing, in your justification. 
He finishes the work Himself; and He 
will not divide its glory with you. God 
gives the righteousness of Christ, as He 
gave manna to the Israelites in the wil- 
derness ; — that He might humble them, — 
not by the quality of the food, for that was 
heavenly ; but by the manner in which it 
was given ; so convincing them of absolute 
and exclusive dependance upon it. Learn 
to count all things but loss, that you may 
win Him. And may it be the blessed expe- 
rience of your souls, and mine, each to say, 
** I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me : 
and the life which I now live in the flesh, 
I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave Himself for me," 
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LUKE XXIII. 46. 

AND WHKK JSSUS RAD CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE, HE SAID, 
FATHER WTO THT HANDS I COMMEND MT SPIBIT; AND 
UAVINQ SAID THUS, HE GATE UP THE GHOST. 

The holy ordinancesy in which we have 
been engaged, during the week now so 
nearly left behind ns, may be compared to 
a large and loffy hiU, which, as the traveUer 
ascends, opens to him some striking pro&« 
pect, at every stage of his progress. Thus 
have we been solicited by the view of Christ 
Jesus, in the different scenes of his laSt 
suffering, as we were invited to behold 
them, in the record of the word, and with 
the eye of feith. Every step, while it 
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shewed something serious, solemn, a¥7fal 
to a believer, having gracious communion 
"with the passion of his Redeooiar, served 
also to exhibit the extent of mercy, pur-> 
chased for him by that Redeemer s death, 
and his own property in it. The echoes 
of Christ's love in the covenant of grace 
cried to every true disciple, concerning 
gospel blessings, thus revealed by his 
preaching, and bought with his blood,, 
* * All these will I give thee, and the glory 
of them, for that is delivered unto me, and 
to ^ whomsoever I will, I give it." And 
surely, it is a blessed prospect, and a 
blessed assurance, which faith gives, when 
it appropriates them to the souls of Christ's 
disciples, and saith of them. All things are 
yours, for ye are his, and He is God's. 
The course of the history this evening, 
as well as the table of the Lord this morn- 
ing,^ have, at length conducted us to the 
summit of the hill, even the hill of cruci- 

* Good-Friday. 
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fixion. If we are standing there, the 
memhers of his hody hy faith, and crucified 
with Him, then, on this side the world of 
doudless vision, and of endless glory, with 
Him in the city of our God, at his second 
coming, we cannot be nearer heaven. 
Look around, ye, who desire to have your 
conversation there — ^look around you, and 
contemplate the salvation, which is now 
your own, and the enjoyment, of which it 
is the pledge and foretaste. Can you turn to 
the cross, and, beholding the dying Jesus, 
say of Him, ** This God is my God for 
ever and ever?'* Then may you also 
contemplate the fair heritage of life and 
happiness, which the Father hath treasured 
up in Him, and say, ^' He that spared not 
his own Son, but delivered Him up for us 
all, how shall He not with Him also freely 
give us all things ?" The words of the 
text form tlie last of the seven sayings 
uttered by our dear Lord and Saviour, on 
the cross : and therefore^ complete the pur- 
pose I had in view for your spiritual im- 
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provement, in bringing them before you ; — 
not indeed with such reflections as fully 
befit their high import; for they would 
imply a closer, a more intimate, a more 
endearing communion with Christ, and 
with the mind of God in Him, than I 
have attained; but merely with such as 
present themselves to my mind, through its 
weak glimmerings of gracious sight. And, 
I beseech you to plead with God for me, in 
prayer, that the eyes of my understanding 
being enlightened, I may know far more 
fully, what is the hope of our Father's 
calling, and what the riches of the glory of 
his inheritance in the saints, by the spirit 
of wisdom and revelation : so that, if per- 
mitted a little while longer, to preach to 
you the unsearchable riches of Christ, I 
may say with the deep meaning of the 
beloved disciple, ** That which we hav« 
seen and heard, declare we unto you ; that 
ye also may have fellowship with us ; and 
truly our fellowship is with the Father, and 
with his Son Jesus Christ." 
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The words now oflfered to your consider- 
ation, are appropriated by our dying Lord 
to Himself, so far as they especially apply to 
his nature, state, and circumstances, from 
Psalm xxxi. and will serve to shew us. 

I, The meaning with which they 
WERE used by Him. 
H. The sense, in which his breth^ 

RFN ARE PRIVILEGED TO ADOPT THEM. 

1. Jesus cried with a loud voice. He 
had SO exclaimed before, when his soul 
wrestied with a withdrawing God; and 
when, overwhelmed with the sense of 
wrath, He gave utterance to the anguish 
of his heart, in its woe and darkness : — 
** My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me ? " He now utters his loud voice in 
gladness and the song of victory ; the 
key note, as it were, of that triumphant 
song of Moses and the Lamb, which the. 
saved, and the ransomed of that precious 
sacrifice, the delivered of that momentous 
hour of his soul'9 travail, shall say, on the 
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sea of glass, when their hands shall hold 
the harps of God, and they shall praise the 
wonders of redeeming love, in one glad 
harmony for ever. And surely, my breth^ 
ren, there was a meaning in this loud voice, 
which Jesus uttered, when we might well 
have imagined Him to have been exhausted 
with bodily anguish, and sinking under death 
— even a meaning of a high and gracious 
import. He thus expressed the vehemence 
of his affection for sinners, the means of 
whose salvation He then saw victoriously 
accomplished. I dare not presume to say, 
because the Scriptures have not mentioned 
it as a fact, or indeed noticed it at all, 
that when our Lord bowed his head, it was to 
look with complacency upon his mother, 
the two other Maries, and the disciple whom 
He loved, and, in them, upon all his saints 
whom they might represent, as He beheld 
them redeemed unto God by his blood. 
May we not however consider, that his 
loud voice was a testimony, that the affec- 
tion with which He yearned over them — 

o 
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an affection, which had virtually nailed Him 
to the cross, to fulfil, in their behalf, the de- 
terminate counsel and foreknowledge of 
God, for their salvation, was strong and im- 
diminished, in the very agony of death ? 
We cannot doubt, unless the whole mystery 
of grace is a sealed book to us, (and if it be, 
both this world, and the world to come, are 
dark indeed— ^ur souls considered) — that 
his loud cry betokened the strength of his 
confidence in God. At the very moment, 
when Jehovah, who had made his soul an 
offering for sin, was consummating the 
sacrifice, and the last throb of the Saviour's 
heart was about to cease in death— at the 
very moment, when He had just experienced 
all the bitterness of divine desertion, to an 
extent which only his infinite holiness, and 
therefore his infinite delight in God, could 
possibly appreciate, we find Him thus loudly 
exclaiming ' ' Father, into thy hands I com- 
mend my spirit." In that sad hour, when 
the light of his Father's countenance was 
withdrawn. He yet realized the endearing 
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relation, that had existed between them 
from all eternity ; and that was never more 
tender than now. Here is the man of sor- 
rows, and acquainted with grief, still ovming 
the Almighty as his Father, even when 
outward and inward troubles meet, to wreck 
Him, if it were possible. And were the 
character of the faith which He manifested, 
that of the belief of his disciples, they also 
might lift up strong voices, in testimony 
of a truthful God ; and say, " Although 
my house be not so with Him, yet hath He 
made with me an everlasting covenant, 
ordered in all things and sure." ** Why 
art thou so heavy O my soul. And why 
art thou so disquieted within me ? Hope 
thou in God ; for I shall yet praise Him 
who is > the help of my countenance, and 
my God." 

And did not this loud voice attest the con- 
sciousness of the Lord's mediatorial victory, 
when knowing that all things were now ac- 
complished — that, He came from God, and 
went to God, He thus exclaimed, ** Into thy 

o 2 
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bands, I commeDd my Spirit." At the very 
moment, when men thou^t th^ had pre- 
vaDed against Him, unto death, and when 
Satan, with his principalities and powers, 
was peihaps looking for a victory, did Jesus 
thns proclaim his own trimnph. And 
wherefore so proclaim it ? Surely, that all 
in heaven, and all in hell, might hear : — 
that angels might echo hack the shout of 
his conquest : — that the spirits of just men 
made perfect, among the faithful gone to 
^ory in his name, might hear, and sing 
aloud : — that the dwellers in the house of 
woe, mi^t hear and tremble, conscious, 
that the keys of the grave, and death, and 
heU, were now put, with absolute dominion, 
into his Almighty hand. My brethren, who 
are in Him, as your munition of rocks, 
your gratitude should be loudly heard, in 
harmony with the voice of his triumph. 
^* With his own right hand, and with his 
holy arm, hatfi He gotten Himself the 
victofv r' and He hath made you more than 
conquerors with Himself. I only add, that 
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this loud voice would seem to have pro- 
claimed the fearlessness, with which He 
met the last .enemy, death itself. And weH 
He might thus cry ; for in that moment, 
he had overcome death, and him that had 
the power of death, that is the devil. And, 
dear friends, whom faith hath joined to 
Him, his victory was your victory, as his 
warfare was your warfare : and you may 
cry, to death as vanquished in Him, " Re- 
joice not against me, O mine enemy; 
when I fall, I shall arise ; when I sit in 
darkness, the Lord shall he a light unto me." 
What then, was the precious deposit 
which Jesus thus commended into the 
Father's hand ? Not the Holy Spirit, 
which dwelt in Him, without measure, and 
which was one with the Father : not his 
own divine nature, which made Him also 
one with the Father, over all, God blessed 
for evermore ; and thus alone gifted Him 
to be the rock of ages to sinners, for their 
salvation : but that human soul, which 
made Him like unto his brethren, and one 
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with man, — ^perfect man, as well as perfect 
God. liVltfiout that soul He could not 
hare represented us; He could not have 
heen the glorious seed of mercy, from 
which all the trees of the Lord's planting 
were to arise, and flourish for ever in his 
likeness, and in the courts of the house 
of our Grod. He could not, in short, have 
been the Saviour of men. That reasonable 
soul, that principle of human life then. 
He committed into the Father's care, as its 
Almighty protector, — ^the ark in which it 
should rest, until it should resimie the 
body. He committed it to God, in its 
separate state of being ; and to all the 
love, and all the tenderness, and all the 
complacency, which Jehovah the Father 
had in Him, as the elect, in whom his 
soul delighted. And here, my brethren, 
(even in this proof of the manhood of 
Jesus Christ, have you a strong consolation, 
who have fled for refuge to the hope 
set before you. He was like to you on 
earth. You may resemble Him, in a large 



FROM THE CROSS. 199 

measure of suflFering : but fear not ; you 
shall also resemble Him in glory. If you 
have known Him and the fellowship of his 
sufferings, being made conformable to his 
death, you shall also know Him, and the 
power of his resurrection. 

When He had thus loudly cried, '* Fa- 
ther, into thy hands I commend my spirit," 
He gave up the ghost ; or, as the original 
expresses it, He dismissed the breath, or 
the spirit, from the body. He bowed his 
head; as though in token of submission 
to the Lord's purpose, that He should die : 
and He died a willing offering for sin. 
Here was the amazing commentary upon 
his own saying in David, '* Lo, I come ; 
I delight to do thy will, O God, yea, thy 
law is within my heart." " No man taketh 
my life from me; but I lay it down of 
myself." AH the armies of heaven, could 
they have conspired against Him, and all 
the powers of darkness, as they did con- 
spire against Him ; had it been possible 
that a league should have been made be* 
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tween them, could not have forced the 
separation between his human soul and 
body, upheld, as both were, by the power 
of indwelling Godhead. In the eye of 
man indeed, He is dragged, as a lamb to 
the slaughter ; but in the eternal counsels » 
He undertook cheerfully to die : and when 
the time came, in which to pay the obli- 
gation which He had contrapted, as the 
surety of sinners, He paid it gladly. And, 
dear brethren, if *' precious in the sight 
of the Lord is the death of his saints,'* 
how precious must be the death of Christ ! 
and how precious ought it to be in your 
eyes, for whom it was undergone, not 
merely by an invincible necessity arising 
out of the purposes and the righteousness 
of God, demanding his sacrifice, but out 
of the unsearchable riches of his own love, 
which made that sacrifice his delight and 
joy ! I beseech you, therefore, by these free 
mercies of God, and of his Christ, *' that 
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, and acceptable unto God, which is 
your reasonable service. 
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And be it remembered for your comfort, 
who are one with Christ, by faith, (and O, 
what comfort do unbelievers lose, because 
they know not, but despise the doctrine 
of imion with Christ,) that when He com- 
mended Himself into the Father's hand, 
he acted mediatorially — ^not as a private in- 
dividual ; for then, as Socinianism dreams, 
in its cold and dreary delusion. He would 
have been only an example of suffering 
patience, and a witness for the truth ; but 
as the Head of his people, whose souls 
were bound up in his soul ; and with it, 
committed into the care and keeping of the 
Most High God. There they have been 
since he died ; to say nothing of the pur- 
pose and grace whereby he placed them 
there, in the everlasting covenant of re- 
demption : and there they will remain, 
now, while they are in the body, and when 
they shall have put off the body, until He 
shall come again, to raise that body, and 
receive them to Himself. Contemplate then,^ 
in his sacred person, your own nature, 
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already in glory, ye who lean upon his 
cross, and place your trust in his righteous- 
ness : and wait until the Father shall give 
you back to Him, as rays of brightness 
in his mediatorial crown, " when He shall 
come to be glorified in his saints, and 
admired in all them that believe." Your 
souls, thus commended into God the 
Father's hand — the souls of the members, 
with the soul of the head, are inviolably 
safe ; as were the souls of those imder the 
altar who were slain for the word of 
God, and for the testimony which they held. 
You are identified with Him— one with 
Him, as He is one with the Father. He 
was dead, and is alive again for evermore ; 
and hath the keys of hell and death : and 
because He liveth, you shall live also : and 
because He reigneth, you shall reign also : 
and you shall be put into the treasury of 
his consummated love, in that day, when 
He shall make up his jewels. 

II. What our divine Redeemer therefore. 
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hath done as the head, the memhers of his 
mystical body may also do ; for He is 
their pattern, as well as their atonement ; 
and hence I observe, 

The sense, in which true believers 
are privileged to adopt the last 

WORDS OP THE LORD JeSUS ChRIST, BE- 
FORE He FINISHED HIS WORK, AND 

ENTERED INTO REST. '* Father, into thy 
hands I commend my spirit." Between 
that blessed moment, in which the first 
martyr saw heaven opened, and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God, and 
called upon Him saying, '' Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit,*' until the Church's 
present day, multitudes of believers have 
died, with the same words, expressing 
the assurance of their hearts, and faltering 
in the last earthly accents of their tongues. 
And why was this : and why should it be 
so with those of God's children yet to die, 
before this dispensation shall be closed, 
and Christ shall come again in glory? 
What is the ground of this confidence, in 
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the apprehension of a child of God, which 
nothing ought to shake; as nothing can 
really shake it, with reference to the ground 
and foundation on which it is huilt ? Even 
that addition which David makes ; — an ad- 
dition which Christ could not apply im- 
mediately to Himself, because He was the 
Ransomer, and not the ransomed ; even 
the blessed fact of redemption, by the 
blood of Christ. '* Thou hast redeemed 
me, O Lord thou God of truth ; '* and 
therefore, a promise-keeping God. 

My dear friends, for your sakes Jesus 

Christ came from the bosom of his Father : 

• 

for your sakes, when sin had marred the 
glory of your souls, and utterly defaced 
their hopes, in the dust of condemnation 
and death, God reconciled them to Himself 
by the death of his son. Will He then 
refuse to receive the work of his own hands, 
thus put again into them, by his own Son, 
fulfilling his holy and gracious will, in 
behalf of sinners ? Will He reject you, 
after such an outlay, so to speak, of love ? 
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He will not. Praise Him, and adore Him^ 
and serve Him, as you ought : for He 
is worthy of your praise : and, if you are 
one with Christ by faith, that mercy, thus 
secured to you, in Christ your Head en- 
dureth for ever. And ye, my dear hearers, 
to whom the blood of sprinkling hath not 
been by faith applied, is there indeed no 
other way in which you can be put by 
Christ, into the Father s hand, for love and 
mercy, except by being reconciled through 
his atonement, and enrobed with his 
righteousness ? Then, flee to Him, at once, 
as the city of refuge ; lest the avenger 
t>f blood overtake you without the gate, 
and you die. 

It is the believer's privilege, as it was 
the privilege of the believer's glorified 
Head to say, '* Father ^ into thy hands, 
1 commend my spirit." David uses not 
this term ; for the grace of adoption was 
not fully revealed to the saints of the elder 
Church. But He who hath received the 
spirit of adoption, may cry ** Abba, Fa- 
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ther." The Saviour, my dear friends, 
was as near to that Father, — the common 
father of Him, and of his disciples, upon 
the cross, as upon the throne. And while 
the believer in Christ is yet in the ranks 
of the Church militant upon earth, he is as 
intimately related to the Father, as He will 
be, or as he can be, when he joins the 
glorified band of the Church triumphant 
with the Lord. The members of the 
Redeemer's body, — and it is a truth full of 
all consolation for them, while they are 
contending with the powers and princi- 
palities of sin, and often smitten down 
and wounded, can never be brought into 
nearer relationship with Him, in another 
world, than they are in this. At death 
indeed, they may change states^ and they 
may change worlds ; but they will neither 
change connexions, nor interest with Christ. 
The disembodied spirit may have larger, 
ftdler, more open, and more glorious man- 
ifestations of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, when that day comes, than now it 
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can have. But the Church will have 
no other God the Father, than now it 
hath : no other God the Son, than now it 
knows ; and no other God the Holy Ghost, 
than the same who now quickens its mem- 
bers by his grace, and is leading them 
onwards to his glory. Now indeed, all 
personal knowledge of, and communion 
with God, in his Trinity of persons, is 
only seeing through a glass darkly : but 
when the soul, converted to God, goes 
forth, from the body, at the call of Jesus, 
or goes forth, in the body, clad with its 
resurrection glory, to meet Him at his 
coming, it will see Him face to face, and 
know, even as it is known. Then He, 
who now standeth behind owr wall, even 
our flesh, looking forth at the window 
of his word, and shewing Himself through 
the lattice of his ordinances, will cast 
down every partition ; and his people, with 
open face, beholding, as in a glass, the 
glory of the Lord, shall be changed into 
the same image, from glory to glory, even 
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as by the Spirit of the Lord. In the mean 
time, however, the relationship is the same 
between the Church and its Head, and may 
not be dissolved for ever. 

It is the Christian's privilege, and only 
hiSy to use the words of Christ, in eveiy 
circumstance of life, as well as in the hour of 
death ; to commend his spirit unto God in 
Christ, in all time of trial, as the Almighty 
Defender, who by his grace can alone keep 
him from falling, and be his Comforter. 
Nothing is impossible with God. Satsm 
may say, as he strives against the seed 
of the woman, * I will pursue the children 
of God, with malice and rage, that cannot 
be satiated. I will lay snares in their way, 
and bring them, if possible, under the 
dominion of sin, and into eternal con- 
demnation.' But the child of God in Jesus 
Christ is privileged to know, that although 
Satan would thus hurry him away, as the 
feather is borne by the whirlwind, yet has 
he strength in an incarnate God, which the 
adversary may not overcome. He is one 
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with my Saviour : as part therefore of his 
own body, that Saviour watches over every 
member, at every moment. He giveth unto 
his sheep eternal life, and none shall pluck 
them out of his hand. He will put his 
fear into their hearts, that they may not 
depart from Him, He will keep them, by 
the power of God, through faith unto salva- 
tion. Whoever attempts the ruin of a soul 
that is staid on Christ, must wrench the 
sovereignty from the hand of omnipotence, 
and cause inviolable faithfulness to fail. 
before his purpose can be accomplished. So 
long as all things in heaven, and earth, 
and under the earth, do bow and obey the 
Lamb that was slain, so long as Christ is 
a God, with whom is no variableness, so 
long shall the soul that trusts in Him be 
secure: — O, the blessings and comforts 
that arise to a Christian, from rightly 
knowing and believing the character of his 
Saviomr — richer blessings he cannot wish, 
and greater treasures he cannot enjoy. 
** Let them therefore who suffer, according 

p 
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to the will of God, commit the keeping of 
their souls to Him, in well-doing, as unto 
a faithful Creator." 

Our Lord's example is, perhaps, espe- 
cially precious to his departing brethren. 
1 have said, that what He did, for 
Himself, He did, by the same act, 
mediatorially, for them : and they are only, 
so to speak, putting God in mind of his 
Son's prayer, when in a dying moment they 
lift up their souls, before the everlasting 
door^ are opened to receive them, and each 
saith, '* Father, into thy hands I commend 
my Spirit." Yes my dear brethren, ** Heart 
and flesh may fail, but God will be the 
strength of your heart, and your portion, 
for ever." The world of conflict, trial, 
tears, and sorrow, through which you have 
passed, shall itself soon pass away ; and all 
its lusts : but it is yours to *^ know whom 
you have believed, and to be persuaded, 
that. He is able to keep that which you 
have committed unto Him, against that 
day/' ** The foundation of God standeth 
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sure, having this seal, the Lord knoweth 
them that are his," by creation, by purpose, 
by purchase, by renewal, by covenant, by 
their own surrender, and by holy con- 
formity to his image, the sure and blessed 
consequence of purpose, and sanctification : 
And, knowing Him in turn, as a Father, 
the immutability of his nature, the price 
of their Saviour's atonement, and his 
faithfulness, the same yesterday, and to-day, 
and for ever, they may each say, *^ I am 
now ready to be offered, and the time of 
my departure is at hand : I have fought a 
good fight, I have finished my course, I 
have kept the faith ; henceforth there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall 
give me in that day." Should not then a 
cheerful desire to.be dissolved, and to be 
with Christ, which is far better than the 
present state, be enkindled in your minds, 
by the prayer of the dying Saviour, for you, 
and for Himself upon the cross ? This 
world is your pilgrimage ; your Father's 

p 2 
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house is your home ; this life your wilder- 
ness, though Christ walk with you in it : but 
tiiat rest beyond is your land of promise. AU 
unwillingness to die comes from that infi- 
delity which besets even the children of 
God ; and which is in itself so guilty and 
dishonourable to Him, although its condem- 
nation has been carried away by the blood 
of Christ. Were we living as we ought, 
in the hope and persuasion of our Lord's 
coming, to raise and glorify the bodies 
of his saints, we should more cheerfully lie 
down to lake our slumber in the grave. 
If there be any of you who, seeing your- 
selves in sin as dry stubble, and God s 
anger against sin, as the consuming fire, are 
saying with Isaac, " But where is the lamb 
for a bumt-oflering,** which you may take 
in faith, and ofier instead of yourselves, 
look unto Jesus. Do you need a covert 
from the tempest? Flee to the covert of 
Christ's perfect and meritorious righteous- 
ness ; by which all who believe are justi- 
fied from all things ; and so saved from all 
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condemnation. Are you pursued by sin 
and Satan, as implacable enemies, and by 
conscience convinced of sin, from whose 
accusations you cannot flee ? Escape for 
your lives to Christ. They that are in 
Him, " dwell in the secret place of the 
Most High, and abide under the shadow of 
the Almighty." You will be guarded there 
from the soul-destroying power of every 
spiritual enemy, when faith hafli put you 
into the clefts of the rock : and when Satan 
comes to assault, and when he would plead 
against you and ieiccuse you, Jesus Christ 
will be your advocate ; and pointing the 
Father to Him, you may say, *' Behold, 
O God, om: shield ; and look upon the 
face of thine anointed." Do you desire to 
be delivered from sin ? Do you desire to 
dwell in Christ, and to walk in Him, in 
the liberty, and love, and holiness of his 
blessed gospel ? Then, whatever be your 
guilt and unworthiness, fail not to come 
forward, and give Him your souls to keep. 
Commit them in tohis hand, as He com- 
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mitted the souls of his brethren ioto his 
Father's hand, together with his own. If, 
in order to prove your faith. He should 
seem to refuse them, press them upon Him. 
If He appear not to stretch forth his hand, 
lay them down at his feet ; leave them there, 
and resolve not to take them back. Will 
he cast out those who thus come to Him ? 
Read the promises of his word; consider 
the character of Him, by whom they are 
made ; and then judge for yourselves — faith 
being the interpreter. 

I seem, dear brethren, only to have 
opened the subject, and yet it must be 
closed abruptly: for many of you whose 
hearts love Grod, and delight in his 
word, have been long with Him to-day 
upon the mount, in private communion 
and public ordinances, and the eyes of 
your souls may be heavy, for you are yet 
in the body ; and though the spirit be 
willing, the flesh is weak. Others, I fear, 
have long said of this and of other attempts 
to shew forth a few feeble rays of the 
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Saviour's glory, *' What a weariness is it ! '* 
But let me not conclude without one part- 
ing call of affection — (O that the voice 
were as loud, as I think the love is 
deep,) to those who have not yet com- 
mended their souls into the hands of Jesus 
Christ by faith. My endangered hearers ! 
when He died, the rocks were rent : yet 
that death hath not rent the harder rocks 
of your hearts in pieces. The sun was 
darkened ; but repentance and godly sor- 
row for sin have not yet cast their mourn- 
ing over your minds. The earthquake shook 
the land ; but your souls, more insensible 
than the material earth itself, have not 
been moved. The graves were opened, 
and the bodies of many saints arose : but 
your minds are buried still in carelessness, 
unbelief, love of the world, and mockery 
of salvation. The veil of the temple was 
rent in twain, from the top to the bottom ; 
but your hearts are yet unbroken ; and the 
veil which separates you from the holy of 
holies, even from God as your Father, in 
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Christ, is yet untaken away, yet whole, yet 
dark, yet impenetrable, by any thing ex- 
cept the Almighty power of the God erf 
grace. Yet must I deliver my soul by 
saying, that if you have not commended 
your spirits to the Father, as your Father ; — 
if you do not desire to realize David's 
blessedness, when he said, *' Thou hast 
redeemed me : " as you look to the blood 
of Jesus ; — if you do not feel the precious- 
ness of that blood, and your own de^ need 
of it, to sprinkle you from guilt, unto eter- 
nal life,— yet I repeat, must I discharge the 
weighty obligation of ministerial responsi- 
bility, and say, that ^Mt is a fearful thing 
to fallinto the hands of the living God." 
A little while hence, and. either your souls 
must be commended into your Father's 
hand, as the souls of those who are washed, 
sanctified, and justified, in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God, 
or they must be snatched away by their 
eternal enemy, and by him who must then 
be their eternal naaster and tormentor. 
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And shall it indeed be thus ? God forbid ! 
Acquaint yourselves with Him, as He is a 
reconciled God in Christ. Cleave to Him, 
as your portion, and sovereign, and Father 
in life, and as the guardian of your souls 
in death. If you give them to Satan in 
life, will God receive them after death? 
If they be not marked with the blood of 
Christ's cross, and clothed in the garment 
of Christ's righteousness, will God acknowr- 
ledge them ? If you believe his word, you 
know that He will not. Must ye not 
expect Christ to say to you, as Jephtha to 
the elders of Gilead, when ye shall stand 
before the judge of quick and dead, at his 
coming, '* Did ye not hate me, and expel 
me out of my Father's house, and why are 
ye come now unto me in your distress ? " 
O my brethren, suffer thus far what I have 
said. Be displeased with me, if you will, 
for thus earnestly pressing salvation upon 
your hearts, and pointing you to the blood 
of Christ. If you will not go to it, and 
have it applied to your souls by faith, so 
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that He may commend you into God's 
hand, among the members of his blessed 
faaniljy I cannot remedy the evil, nor 
snatch you from the peril, nor avert the 
judgment. But I wiU pray for you ; I will 
plead for you ; because I love you and 
because I would be clear from the blood 
of all men. Once more, bring yourselves 
in faith, as guilty sinners, to the blood of 
Christ, and He is now, Himself, not more 
singly resting on the glory of heaven, than 
you shall be pardoned, sanctified, adopted, 
and eventually raised up to join Him in 
his glory. 



SERMON IX, 



THE RISEN saviour's INTERVIEW WITH 

MARY MAGDALENE. 



(FIRST SERMON ON THE TEXT.) 

JOHN XX. 14—17. 

WHEN SUE HAD THUS SAH), SHE TURNED HERSELF BACK, 
AND SAW JESUS STANDING, AND KNEW NOT THAT IT 
WAS JESUS. JESUS SAITH UNTO HER, WOMAN, WHY 
WEEPEST THOU ? WHOM SEEKEST THOU ? SHE, SUPPOS. 
ING HIM TO BE THE GARDENER, SAITH UNTO HIM, SIR, 
IF THOU HAVE BORNE HIM HENCE, TELL ME WHERE 
THOU HAST LAID HIM, AND I WILL TAKE HIM AWAY. 
JESUS SAITH UNTO HER, MARY ! SHE TURNED HERSELF, 
AND SAITH UNTO HIM, RABBONI j WHICH IS TO SAY, 
MASTER ! JESUS SAITH UNTO HER, TOUCH ME NOT; FOR 
1 AM NOT YET ASCENDED TO MY FATHER : BUT GO TO 
MY BRETHREN, AND SAY UNTO THEM, I ASCEND UNTO 
MY FATHER AND YOUR FATHER, TO BfY GOD AND YOUR 
GOD. 

When we are first brought into a darkened 
roorn, the objects around us are for some 
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time hidden in the obscurity, and we can* 
not discern them. After a while, however, 
the eye becomes accustomed to the cir- 
cumstances, in which it is placed ; the 
objects, so indistinct at first, are more fully 
seen, and we discover beauties, which we 
could not have imagined to be so near us, 
when we entered, — beauties which the 
comparative darkness itself, serves rather 
to increase. If it had been in my power, 
duly to have improved the solemn ordi- 
nances of the past week, we should have 
been placed, spiritually, in cbcumstances 
like those already mentioned, and so fa- 
miliar to the experience of o\ir observation. 
The scene to which we were brought, when 
we were conducted to the cross, by the 
ministry of the word, that we might hear 
the cries uttered by the Son of God, bx 
his last deep agony, was indeed dark and 
mysterious. The Sun of Righteousness 
Himself, who gives light and happiness 
and joy to all the new creation of God*s 
redeemed, was eclipsed ; and therefore, 
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gloom must have been spread over every 
object and event, connected with the great 
atoning act of his mediatorial love. Still, 
dear brethren, the more steadfastly we 
looked to the cross — the more affection- 
ately we endeavoured to fix our eyes upon 
Jesus dying there — the more earnestly we 
aimed to comprehend and apply the pur- 
port of his last sayings — and especially, 
the more largely the Spirit of God might 
give us those scriptural perceptions of the 
dying Saviour's love, which no words or 
efforts of man, could communicate, the 
more clearly must we have been led to 
perceive the glories of God in Christ, re- 
conciling the world to Himself, under all 
the obscurity, which his infinite sorrow 
and suffering drew around Him ; and 
wherewith it seemed to veil Him. If one 
of you, dear friends, hath been taught to 
feel the Lord, who died for you, more pre- 
cious from what you heard last week ; 
if one of you hath better learned the depth 
of your obligations to redeeming love, 
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I. The person with whom our Lord 

HAD this endearing AND GRACIOUS 

INTERVIEW. St. Mark observes, that 
** when Jesus was risen early, the first day 
of the week, He appeared first to Mary 
Magdalene, out of whom He had cast 
seven devils." The conduct of the Most 
High God towards men, compared with 
the conduct of men towards each other, 
amply vindicates the absolute sovereignty 
of his operations in the world of grace. 
Men act on the ground of merit on the 
one hand, and recompence on the other : 
but God, in the deep counsels of his 
mercy, often delights to ** lift the beggar 
from the dunghill, and to set him with 
princes, even with the princes of his 
* people." •' Where sin aboundeth, there 
doth grace often much more abound ; " in 
order that the pride of human righteous- 
ness should be smitten down, and the 
broken-hearted penitent, who cries in his 
soul's conflict and anguish, " God be mer- 
ciful to me a sinner," may be led in faith 
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to that blood of Jesus Christ, which cleans- 
eth from all sin : and may hear the blessed 
voice of that blood, speaking in all its 
power of a perfect atonement — " Thy sins 
are forgiven thee, go in peace." We know 
not, (and as the Holy Ghost hath cast a 
veil of inscrutable mystery over the matter, 
it would be vain to guess,) what was the 
nature of that tremendous Satanic pos- 
session, imder which Mary had been bowed 
down, and which had excited the tender 
compassion, and had been removed by 
the Almighty power of Jesus Christ. Her 
soul had been assuredly like a cage of 
unclean birds ; and the enemy, even Satan 
had bound her, not by one chain of de- 
moniacal tyranny, but by seven. She 
seems, not improbably, to have been one 
among the most miserable and the most 
helpless of his bond-slaves : and he would 
doubtless exercise, to the full as sternly as 
was permitted him in the mysteriousness 
of God's dealing, the hold he obtained over 
her. But her deliverance had been wrought ; 

Q 
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from hearing the language of the Saviour's 
suffering, when he bare your sins in his 
own body on the tree ; if one of you 
should have been led to ask, * What re- 
ward shall I give unto the Lord for all the 
benefits which He hath .done unto me,' 
my purpose has not been in vain in the 
Lord. May the glory be given to Him, 
who vindicates to Himself the sole and 
Almighty office of applying the gospel 
message to the hearts of its hearers. 

The scene is now changed : the first day 
of the week has arrived. The Saviour 
hath ceased from his great work of making 
atonement unto God by his blood. He 
hath passed his Jewish Sabbath of rest in 
the grave ; and is now come forth, not 
merely as the first fruits of the resurrection, 
but virtually bringing up with Him the 
whole blessed body of his true disciples, 
who descended with Him into the sepulchre ; 
who paid in Him the penalty of sin ; and 
of whom, it is the unspeakably glorious 
privilege, that every one should behold the 
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debt discharged on the cross, and the ac- 
quital triumphantly given, in the resur- 
rection of his Almighty head. . ** If, when 
we were enemies, we were reconciled to God, 
by the death of his Son, much more, being 
reconciled, we shall be saved by his life." 
Our meditations during Passion Week, 
were directed to the seven last sayings of 
Jesus Christ, before He confirmed the tes- 
tament of salvation to his Church, by the 
death of the testator. It remains. for me 
to bespeak your attention this day^ to the 
words of the text, the first which He 
uttered, after He arose from the dead. 
And I pray that the Spirit of Him, who 
raised up our Lord Jesus Christ from the 
dead, may dwell in us ; and give us fel- 
lowship with Him ; that we may know ' 
Him, and the power of his resurrection, 
unto an increasing conformity to Him by 
heavenly-mindedness and grateful love. 
We will consider 

> Easter Sunday. 
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Mary was seeking our Lord. She stood 
without at the sepulchre weeping : and as 
she wept, she stooped down, and looked 
into it, to see if Jesus was still its tenant ; 
and if she might have the opportunity of 
anointing his body with the spices she had 
prepared, as the last and only manifestation 
of love now in her power. She sought 
Him whom her soul loved ; she sought 
Him, but she foimd Him not. Her heart 
and eye were both engaged ; and all her 
affections went forth in the act of duty, 
that brought her thus early; while it was 
yet dark, to the place of her Lord's burial. 
Gloomy seasons, in Christian experience, 
and heavy frames of mind, in spiritual 
things, even much sadness of soul, are 
quite compatible with the life and love of 
God within the members of his mystical 
body : and surely, they who go forth to 
look for Him, under whatever hindrances 
and discouragements, shall not have their 
labour in vain in the Lord, It is written 
— and their experience shall verify the 
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Scripture, " Seek, and ye shall find." Mary 
had beheld the patience of her Lord ; she 
had heard . his words ; she had witnessed 
his divinity in his miracles ; but she had 
lost him — ^lost his presence, his preaching, 
his love, so dearly exercised towards her 
in his life ; and now she had lost his body 
also. Yet he was very mindful of her: 
and about to do exceeding abundantly for 
her, above all that she could ask or think. 
She thought only of obtaining fix)m the 
angels the dead body of her Lord, which 
they guarded in the tomb ; and lo, the 
living Redeemer Himself stands near her, 
though she knows it not. Very often does 
it happeti, in the checquered experience of 
Christian life, that while the Lord's disciples 
are mourning, in a spirit of bondage, which 
shews how imperfectly they see the precious 
truths of salvation, or apprehend their owil 
nearness to Him, in whom these truths are 
all, yea and Amen, He is just about to 
manifest himself to them, as He doth not 
unto the world, and to turn their mourning 
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into joy — a joy which no man taketh from 
them, Mary knew the love she bare her 
Lord. She could not but know, moreover, 
the interest which He had felt towards her, 
for it had been dearly and unequivocally 
expressed : yet can she not find Him. 

And are there not many, the desire of 
whose souls is to his name, and to the 
remembrance of Him, and who have ex- 
perienced, in no slight degree, that He is 
gracious, who yet cannot realize the near- 
ness of his presence ; whose eyes are holden, 
like Mary's, that they cannot see Him, nor 
know, with any clearness and fulness of 
the Spirit's witness, that He is formed 
within them the hope of glory. The very 
tears of godly sorrow which bedim their 
eyes, hinder them for a time from seeing 
Him, and from the enlarged happiness of 
that spiritual perception. But He will not 
leave them comfortless ; He will come 
again, and their heart shall rejoice, and 
their joy no man taketh from them. O 
if any of you have been sorrowing after 
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this godly sort, as something hath for a, 
time separated between you and commu- 
nion with your Lord, remember that sense, 
in you, as in Mary, may be no judge of 
that absence, which you do well to bewail. 
The acts of his love may seem to be with- 
drawn ; but his love itself is still the same, 
unchangeably and for ever. Jesus is often 
standing by, when you know not that it 
is Jesus ; and He may have wise, weighty, 
and gracious reasons (probably to be dis- 
closed in the present state — assuredly in 
the light of perfect revelation,) for holding 
your eyes awhile, that you cannot see Him. 
If you are thus walking in darkness, trust 
in the name of the Lord, and stay upon 
your God ; and in good time He will make 
your darkness to be light. 

The first discovery which the soul makes 
of its Saviomr, comes not from its own 
power of spiritual perception, which is 
mere and absolute darkness, but from his 
disclosure. It is the same, when He seems 
to have withdrawn Himself for a while from 
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the hearts of his disciples. He must not 
only approach them again, in the absolute 
freeness of his own grace ; but He must 
open the eye again to discern Him, by that 
process of his own love, wherewith He 
enlightens the soul : and this very impor- 
tant truth, in that science of that salvation, 
which the spirit of God alone can teach, 
will be manifest in considering, 

II. The question put by our Lord 
TO Mary Magdalene. He had satiated 
the weary soul, — ^weary with the burden 
of sin, by the great atonement upon Mount 
Calvary. He had replenished every weary 
soul, from the fulness of that fountain, 
opened in Him, for sin and for uncleanness. 
He had awakened ^om the short slumber 
of his sabbath in the grave ; and his sleep 
had been sweet to Him, because by it as the 
imequi vocal evidence of his atoning passion. 
He had destroyed death, and him that had 
the power of death, that is the devil ; and 
had opened the kingdom of heaven to all 
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believers. There had been a blessedness 
and a sweetness, even in the recollection 
of the grave : because in his triumph over 
it all his disciples had been concerned. 
He had risen from the dead to live, and to 
give life ; and He is still the same compas- 
sionate Redeemer, as when He displayed 
his immeasurable love in crucifixion. He 
is ** Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and 
to-day, and for ever.*' The grave could 
not make Him forgetful, either of his own 
nature^ or of the wants of his disciples. 
His affections were still as human as 
before ; though he had been anew declared 
to be the Son of God, with power, by the 
resurrection from the dead. It hath been 
truly said, that there is no interruption, 
no pause in the love of Jesus. In reading 
that volume, there are no stops, not a 
comma, but what we make ourselves. 
And if, at any time, we find ourselves at 
the bottom of a page, filled with the 
manifestations of Him and of his love, it is 
only to turn the leaf, and the same blessed 
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subject is continued. During the last 
week, we were called up into the mount 
of crucifixion, to see Him as a sufiPering 
Saviour. We have now the happy privi- 
lege, if He dwell in our hearts by faith, 
of seeing Him as a risen Lord : and for 
the confirmation, even of the most trem- 
bling of all his disciples, he adds '^ Handle 
me, and see that it is I myself." The 
body hath been greatly glorified in the 
resurrection; but the soul, as I said, is 
human still. In the tenderness of his 
humanity he addressed Mary, though yet 
as a stranger — " Woman, why weepest 
thou ? " He knew, indeed, that she wept 
for his loss ; but He asked the question, 
to prepare her mind for the discovery of 
Himself and the light of gladness which it 
would pour upon her : just as once He 
had asked the impotent man at the pool 
of Bethesda, " Wilt thou be made whole ? " 
She thought there had already been ample 
cause for mourning, in the crucifixion of 
her Lord ; and now still niore, even in the 
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loss of his inanimate body. Only a little 
while ago, she saw Him hanging on the 
accursed tree, yielding up his soul to death ; 
and now she was about to anoint his body, 
which was the only hope alive within her. 
His body is however removed, and that 
hope itself is dead. She is left without 
^dsible comfort ; and yet He asks her^ 
" Woman, why weepest thou ? " The 
question may appear strange, but it is not 
without cause. She weeps for Him as 
dead, who has risen from the dead. She 
mourned because He was not in the grave ; 
when on this very account she ought to 
have rejoiced. She laments, because she 
knows not where He lay ; and owns her 
ignorance at the moment when He stood 
by her in the full exercise of mediatorial 
pity, resolved to comfort her, and fill 
her heart with peace and joy, which no 
man could take from her. 

^* Woman, why weepest thou?" As 
though He had said, What cause can 
there be to weep, since a remedy hath 
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been provided for all the ruins of the 
fall, and sin, death, hell, and the grave, 
with all their tremendous consequences, 
destroyed triumphantly and for ever. We 
do well, my dear brethren, to weep over 
our sins ; and they may, with just cause, 
dim our eyes with .tears, under the view 
of their malignity, and the emphasis of 
suffering which they cost Him, who took 
them all upon Himself. But when the 
Saviour's presence is for a while spiritually 
removed from his disciples, and they sorrow 
like men without hope, as though they had 
lost Him for ever, and think that they 
shall not again rejoice in the light of his 
countenance, nor be refreshed with the 
happy fellowship, which they once had 
with Him in the Spirit, they do Him 
wrong ; for they doubt the surety of that 
everlasting covenant, in which the invio- 
lable safety of their souls is comprised. 
Atid He will shew them that their sorrows 
are unfounded ; for He will again make 
Himself known unto them, and the days 
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of their mourning shall be ended. If indeed 
the Christian's sorrow for the temporary 
loss of fellowship with his Lord, should 
lead him with holy Mary to the sepulchre ; 
if it conform him more simply to Christ 
crucified, it wiU be blessed and sanctified. 
Jesus is always nigh, though He may ap^ 
pear to conceal Himself; and when He 
removes the veil from his own face, and 
from the heart of his disciple, and with it 
all that disciple's sorrow. He will give 
the dearest, and most delightful, because 
the most experimental, exposition of the 
promise, " For a little moment have I hid 
my face from thee ; but with everlasting 
kindness will I have mercy upon thee." 

'* Woman why weepest thou, whom 
seekest thou ? " And would not such a 
question as this seem to mock the deep 
anxiety of Mary's soul? Whom should 
she seek, except the Lord, whom she had 
lost ; and who was all in all to her 
devoted love ? It was now with her, as 
with the Church, mourning for her head 
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and husband. '^ My beloved had with- 
drawn himself, and was gone. My soul 
failed when He spake : I sought Him, but 
I could not find Him, ; I called Him, but 
He gave me no answer." If Mary seek 
Christ, why doth she not know Him ; or 
if she know Christ, why doth she seek 
him still? Every part in her is busy 
about Him. Her eye weeps, her heart 
throbs, her tongue complains, her body 
faints, her soul languishes. He is near 
her ; and yet she does not know ; He stands 
before her, and she does not recognize his 
form ; He speaks to her ; but that voice, 
at which her spirit had bounded with de- 
light, is now to her as the voice of a 
stranger. Perhaps her eyes were held, 
that she should not know Him, like the 
eyes of the disciples in the way to Em- 
maus, on the evening of this blessed day. 
There is, dear friends, a double presence of 
Christ — one felt y and one unfelt. The pre- 
sence is felt, when He is graciously pleas- 
ed to testify of Himself, of the believer^s 
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interest in his mercy, and the faithfulness 
of his love. This presence makes sunshine, 
and gladness, and almost heaven upon 
earth. And there is an unfelt presence, 
when He secretly influences the soul, with- 
out communicating to it the sense of his 
own indwelling and union with it. This 
indeed hath all the safety of the other, but 
none of its comfort : just as the vessel 
will be safe in the stormy sea, while she 
follows that in which the pilot leads ; 
though the mariners want the confidence 
and repose, which they would enjoy, if 
they saw him on board with them. Dear 
brethren, if you truly know the Lord, you 
will know what a blessedness it is, always 
to live under the visits of his love : and 
if at any time those visits are remitted, to 
mourn after Him, and after them. You 
will derive no comfort, no joy, from the 
consciousness that the Holy Ghost is with 
the Church always, if, at the same time, 
you do not realize his presence with your 
souls. You will go heavily all your day 
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of burden, toil, and conflict, if you do not 
feel the power of his quickening, uphold- 
ing, and communicating grace : and you 
will not feel it, unless you fed something 
of his own immediate presence within your 
hearts. But if there be any such mourners, 
my beloved friends, among you, let me 
address you, as the angel addressed the 
woman, **Fear not ye; for I know that 
ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is 
not here ; He is risen, as He said ; Come, 
see the place where the Lord lay." He is 
risen, and He will raise your hearts from 
the dust of this sorrow which his absence 
has occasioned, by giving you a present 
portion in the joys of his own resurrection. 
He will lift you above the tide-mark of 
your griefs : and the Lord God will wipe 
away the tears from your faces, by resting 
in his risen love, upon you. 

IIL We turn now to notice, Mary's 
mistake, when, supposing her Lord 
to be the gardener, she answered 
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HIB QUESTION, BY SAYING, ^* SiR, IF 
THOU HAVE BORNE HIM HENCE, TELL 
ME WHERE THOU HAST LAID HIM, AND 
I WILL TAKE HIM AWAY," ' LoVC fccls 

no load ; ' there is no essay too hard for 
love. Her Lord was at tiiis time, in the 
vigour of his age ; his body was enfolded 
amongst a hundred weight of spices, which 
she came also to increase, by her own 
offering of dutiful affection : she was her- 
self a feeble woman; and how then was 
she to take Him away. Yet she speaks 
without fear, she promises without con- 
dition, she makes no exception; as if 
nothing were impossible that love suggests. 
TTie darkness could not terrify her fix)m 
setting out on her quest of affection, before 
it was day. The watchmen could not scare 
her from the tomb, where Christ was laid. 
Love, dear friends, is not only a gracious, 
but a most powerful impulse of action in a 
believer, when it is enkindled and con- 
strained by the love of Christ communi- 
cated to it. We hear much of enthusiasm, 

R 
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much of blame against those who are 
anxious for the honour of Christ ; much 
of the impracticability of the schemes they 
devise, and the plans in which they are 
engaged. Do these accusations, however, 
spring from those, who, like Mary Mag- 
dalene, with souls filled by a sense of 
the preciousness of the Saviour's atone- 
ment, and the perfection of his righteous- 
ness, are zealous for his glory, and would 
gladly extend the knowledge of his sal- 
vation ? Do they not rather come from 
those, to whom it is not Christ to live ; 
from those, whose zeal is lukewarm, be- 
cause their love is cold ; who will spend 
time, and skiU, and ease, and wealth, in 
the furtherance of some worldly project, 
because their hearts are subdued and en- 
slaved by the world, and dweU in it as 
their proper rest and home ? If love were 
more warmly, and more brightly burning 
in our hearts, we should attempt more in 
his cause, who is the glorious object of his 
redeemed people's regard and affection: 
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and we should effect more, in the might of 
his grace, for the promotion of that glory 
in our own hearts, in the hearts of those 
whom we love, in the Church of the living 
God, and in the world, whence many 
might be brought into the fold of sal- 
vation, by the Spirit leading them to the 
Saviour. 

The second address of the Lord Jesus, 
and the answer of Mary, remain to be con- 
sidered : but I must not detain you, my 
brethren, who mean to draw around the 
table of the Lord, from the refreshment 
of that hallowed and delightful ordinance. 
Come, then, dear friends, to commemorate 
his love, at his table. Come, expecting that 
He will make Himself known to you, who 
seek Him there : and, that, as you feel a 
joy in communion with JHim, which He 
alone, by the Spirit can bestow, you may 
own the Almighty Author of all your happi- 
ness, and the perfect end of all your hopes, 
in the discovery, and say in the gratitude 
of your soul's love, ^^ It is the Lord.** 

R 2 



SERMON X. 



THE RISEN saviour's INTERVIEW WITH 
MARY MAGDALENE. 

CSECOND SERMOX ON THE TEXT.) 

JOHN XX. 14—17. 

WHSN SHE HAD THUS SAID, SlfE TURNED HERSELF BACK, 
AND BAW JBSUS STANDING, AKD KNEW NOT THAT IT 
WAS JESUS. JESUS SAITH UNTO HER, WOMAN, WHY 
WEBFEST THOU ? WHOM SEEKESt THOU ? SHE, SUPPOS- 
ING HIM TO BE THE QARDENER, SAITH UNTO HIM, SIR, 
IF THOU HAVE BORNE HIM HENCE, TELL ME WHERE 
THOU HAST LAID HIM, AND I WILL TAKE HIM AWAY. 
JBSUS SAITH UNTO HER, MART ! SHE TtTRNED HERSELF. 
AND SAITH UNTO HIM, kABBONI ; WHICH IS TO SAY, 
MASTER 1 JESUS SAITH UNTO HER, TOUCH ME NOT; FOR 
I AM NOT YET ASCENDED tO MY FATHER : BUT GO TO 
MT BRBTHRBN, AND SAT UNTO TH£M, I ASCEND UNTO 
MY FATHER AND YOUR FATHER, TO MY GOD AND YOUR 
GOD. 

In that natural and touching Old Testa- 
ment record, which has received attestations 
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of its truth and beauty, in the tears of 
childhood, and the admiration of age, 
mnopg Sill ranks and classes of Bible 
reiad^rs, wq find Joseph making himself 
st?ange to his bTCthrep, until a conviction 
of their gin against him should be fastened 
ypon their mindii, and their hearts should 
b^ prepared to return the love which he 
bad never ceased to bear them. When 
that moment came, he delayed the dis- 
covery no longer ; but said unto them, '^ I 
am Joseph. Come near, I pray you ; I 
am Joseph, your brother, whom ye sold 
into Egypt." Even thus did the Lord 
Jesus Christ, that brother, born as an uur 
failing refuge for the adveriiity of lost men, 
in their destitution and misery, conceal 
Himself for a little while, from the affee* 
tionate solicitude of Mary at the sepulchre. 
IJe made Himself at first strange to her. 
He saw her tears, and heard her importu-» 
nities. He witnessed the eagerness of her 
Jove, and th^ depth of her sorrow for his 

loss : and then th^ unsearchable riches of 
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his goodness to her were no longer to be 
concealed. He turned and said unto her, 
" Mary I " Having already considered the 
previous part of the interview, between the 
Lord and her of Magdala, I beg your 
attention to its conclusion ; beseeching God 
the Holy Ghost, to open all our hearts, 
that we may hear the voice of Jesus, speak- 
ing individually to each of us, and know 
it to be the voice of a Saviour and a 
Friend. I would observe then, 

IV. The constancy with which 
Mary persisted in seeking her Sa- 
viour, UNDER ALL DIFFICULTIES. Here- 
tofore the Lord had addressed her, under 
a form, which she knew not, and with the 
voice of a stranger, " Woman, why weepest 
thou ? whom seekest thou ? *' The former 
question had been also asked her by angels ; 
and she had answered them, out of the 
fulness of her love to Christ, — '^Because 
they have taken away my Lord, and I 
know not where they have laid Him." No 
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sooner however does she hear another voice 
repeat the question, than she turns round, 
in hope of tidings, for which her heart 
yearned. Not all the beauty and glory 
of those heavenly beings could turn away 
her mind from the one great object of its 
interest — from the endeared subject which 
engrossed it. She now, in entire mistake 
of her Lord's person, seeks more immedi* 
ately and importunately from Him those 
tidings which she dared not ask from the 
angels. " Sir, if thou have borne Him 
hence, tell me where thou hast laid Him, 
and I will take him away." Her conduct, 
in this regard is a striking exemplification 
of spiritual love. When the soul hath been 
truly enlightened to know any thing of the 
Redeemer's preciousness — when it has been 
taught how entirely its many and mighty 
wants demand the almightiness of his power 
and the fr*eeness of his love ; and learns 
withal, the glorious fitness of his work and 
nature, as the lost sinner's Saviour, it turns 
away fit)m every other voice, from every 



250 THE saviour's interview 

swords : — when He was appeased, they 
sheathed them: — when He would defend, 
they surrounded the objects of his protec- 
tion, as the armies of heaven : — when He 
would terrify, they assumed aspects which 
struck dread into the hearts of his enemies : 
— ^when He would comfort, they were clad 
in mildness, peace, and love. Their ques- 
tion however, failed to make Mary know 
the inspiriting and reviving fact of a risen 
Lord ; and consequently her own share, by 
imion with Him, in all the glories of his 
resurrection. A minister may have much 
converse with heaven in prayer ; — much 
acquaintance with the mind of God, from 
the study of his word, and the spirit of 
revelation, in Jesus Christ ; — and much 
conformity to the image of the gracious 
head of the family in heaven : and yet 
when he comes to question hearts concern- 
ing the great object of his preaching, Jesus 
Christ, and his full salvation, and when he 
comes to preach Him imto men, as crucu 
Jied^ that they might die in Him to the 
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It is not sufficient that the gospel ia 
preached, nor that the most important 
questions are put to a sinner's heart, by the 
ministry of the divine word ; nor even, as 
it were, by the Lord Himself, unless there 
be a peculiar and individual manifestation 
of him to the heart, in demonstration of 
the Spirit and of power. '* The master is 
come, and calleth for thee '' must be brought 
home upon gospel hearers, if they are to 
profit by its preaching. The angels ask^ 
* * Woman, why weepest thou ? " As though 
they had ^aid, ■ Why are thine eyes filled 
with tears, while we are glad and rejoicing ? 
Thou mournest at the removal of the Lord ^ 
and we are glorying in it ? * There mixet 
be much conformity between .these blessed 
spirits and their Head. In their visible 
presence they seem to have been always 
made to assume resemblances to their 
liord's invisible pleasure; having those 
forms given to them, according to the 
nature of his intentions. When God was 
incensed, we find them brandishing flamingo 
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attend the annoimoement of his grace. He 
said unto Mary, '• Woman, why weepest 
thou ? " but his form, when she turned 
firom the angels to behold Him, was like 
the sound of his voice — ^the one the /orw, 
the other the tmffw of a stranger. Most 
fervently and urgently then, should any of 
you, the desire of whose souls hath begun 
to be to his name, and to the remembrance 
of Him, pray for ^' the Spirit of wisdom 
and revelation, in the knowledge of Him ; 
that the eyes of your understanding being 
enlightened, you may know what is the 
hope of his calling, and what the riches of 
the glory of his inheritance in the saints ; 
and what the exceeding greatness of his 
power, to you-ward who believe.'* 

But the scene is instantly, and ama« 
singly altered, when Jesus Christ, putting 
away his voice of strangeness, and as** 
suming the tone of tendemeiia, to which 
his disciple's heart had been before accus«- 
tomed, addressed her by her name, and 
said, Mary ! His power went with the call : 
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the voice of love, with which He spake 
entered into her very soul; the veil fell 
from her eyes ; and with open face, she 
beheld the glory of her risen Lord, What 
almightiness is there in a call from the 
Lord of life, when He addresses those to 
whom He is dear, in accents of intel- 
ligible love :-^when He no longer speaks 
to them in any disguise, like that of his 
appearance to Mary, und^ the form of 
the ganiener; but manifests Himself to 
them as objects of his infinite affection ; 
and with a peculiar appropriation of it, 
made by faith, his gift, to their souls ! 
Darkness and doubt are removed from the 
minds of his disciples, v^hen He not only 
speaks to their case and circumstances, as 
He did at first to Mary ; but makes them 
know, that He speaks personally, as well 
as suitably. And thus will He eventually 
deal with those whom his rich mercy hath 
graciously united to Himself, whatever 
may have been the previous Character of 
his mediatorial int^course with them. 
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" Now thus saith the Lord that redeemed 
thee, O Jacob, and He that formed thee, O 
Israel ; Fear not, for I have redeemed thee, 
I have called thee by thy name, thou art 
mine." They whom He hath redeemed by 
his death, are especially called, with a high, 
a holy, and a heavenly calling. They are 
the Father's gift, and the Saviour's purchase, 
and He will manifest Himself unto them, 
as He doth not unto the world. He calleth 
his own sheep by name ; and leadeth them 
out from the depths of spiritual ignorance, 
from the bondage of the law, from the 
reigning love and. practice of sin, from the 
slavery of Satan and corruption, ; into the 
glorious liberty, and gracious fold of the 
children of God. He putteth them forth ; 
He goeth before them ; and, thus addressed, 
impelled, and led, they follow. Him,, for 
they know his voice. General invitations 
and common mercies are daily made and 
oflfered to men ; but in the day of effectual 
revelation, He comes close to the soul, in 
his own form, and wins it to Himself, with 
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dear and particular intimations. Here then, 
I repeat, is the diflference between the word 
of the Lord, and the Lord speaking that 
word, with power and spirit. We find 
sometimes the hearts of his servants quick- 
ened, fed, cherished, healed, and comforted, 
in the use of means. And sometimes again, 
cold and senseless, and dead, under the 
very same means, nay, under the very same 
statements, of the very same truths. And 
why is this ? Because by the freeness of 
the Holy Ghost's agency, they hear the 
word of the Lord in the latter case ; and 
the Lord Himself, speaking by his Spirit, 
in the former. Take for instance a broken, 
drooping, meek, humble-minded man. He 
hears of the free offer of mercy in Jesus 
Christ ; but he refuses to take it to himself. 
He hears of the exceeding great and pre- 
cious promises of God to sinners, in his 
Son ; but he does not apply them to him- 
self; they seem to him as things, glorious 
indeed in their abstract character, but which 
he has no warrant to regard as his own. 



S56 THE BAVlOUlt'S INTERVIISW 

When however, the Saviour calls him, 
as it \^re, by name, and reveals Himself, 
the power of the Spirit's application is felt, 
and he saith, * This God is my God, and 
all these promises are mine in Him/ It was 
80 with Mary. When the Lord addressed 
her by name, she owned Him at once : she 
turned herself, and saith unto him, ^^ Rab- 
boni ! that is to say. Master ; " an expres* 
sion, no doubt, implying the utmost gratitude 
and love ; nay, one which, as some think, 
testified to her persuasion of the glory and 
divinity of his nature, thus declared by his 
resurrection from the dead. Our Lord 
spake only one word ; but it was a word in 
season, and it healed Mary's sorrows, and 
banished all her fears at once. 

Why, dear friends, have I dwelt upon this 
subject? What must be my reason? 
Surely to shew you, by a scriptural example, 
as I have endeavoured to shew you often 
from scriptural precept, that if the word is 
to lead you to the knowledge of the Lord, 
so that, being justified by ftith, you may 
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have peace with God, through Him, it is 
not the preaching of that word alone, that 
can effect the mighty change. It must be 
commended to your hearts individually, by 
the grace of Jesus Christ, if it is to become 
the power of God to your salvation. We 
can only draw the bow, at a venture. God 
the Holy Ghost, taking of the things of 
Christ, and shewing them to you, by the 
personal application of faith, can alone 
direct the arrow between the joints of the 
harness ; subdue your unbelief ; slay spirit- 
ual errors that brood over yom* minds ; or 
awaken you from the slumber of spiritual 
indifference, to fall down at the Saviour's 
feet, and cry with 'Riomas, after all his 
guQty doubt and distrust, " My Lord and 
my God ! " What then is the inference ? 
* * If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of 
God, who giveth to all men liberally and 
upbraideth not, and it shall be given him." 
*' Ask and it shall be given you : seek and 
ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you." 

s 
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V. It remains, briefly to notice thb 

COMMAND OF OUR LORD TO MARY. We 

should probably have expected, after the 
familiar and endearing manner in which He 
had addressed her, that the remainder of his 
communicaton would have been one of 
especial love, immediately to herself ; that 
He would have encouraged the expressions 
of her aflfection to Him; and filled her 
heart with the happiness of a continual 
fellowship. But so did it not seem good 
in his sight. Some very early versions of 
the gospels, and some of the most ancient 
copies say, that after Mary had answered her 
Saviour's call, in the glad cry, " J2a66om,'* 
she sprang forward to fall at his feet, and 
cling around them; when Jesus repulsed 
her, by saying, "Touch me not:" and 
thus perhaps it was. Is it not then natural, 
graciously natural I mean, according to the 
influence of the Holy Spirit upon the soul 
when it hath revealed and formed Christ 
in it, and mad6 it hear and understand the 
sweetness of his voice, and the power of 
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his love, that it should endeavour still to 
draw nigh Him, and enjoy more of that 
blessed commimion with Him, in which its 
new affections delight? Can we wonder, 
that it should thus desire to hold the king 
in the galleries ? Can we wonder, that it 
should echo the voice of the bride in the 
ancient Church — " I found him whom my 
soul loveth, I held Him and would not let 
Him go?" Is it surprizing that when He 
hath taught a heart his preciousness, that 
heart should prize the invaluable mercy — 
desire to sit at his feet, in forgetfiilness of 
other things, and hear his word of life and 
goodness? It is not surprizing. They 
who have learned to prize his grace by its 
conmiunications, in pardon, justification, 
and victory over reigning sin, which de- 
files and disquiets them, well know that it 
is delightful to commune with Him : and, 
they can say of his presence as Peter, on 
the mount of transfiguration, '^ It is good 
to be here.'* 

But this endearing fellowship, however 

s 2 
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delightful, and indeed, however necessary 
to a Christian, for spiritual strength, and 
advancement in the divine life, is not the 
all of that experimental religiim which the 
Lord brings into the heart, when He Him- 
self comes into it. It was not enough, 
that Mary should be with her Lord ; not 
his will that she should r^nain by EQm» 
forgetful of other things. He had duties 
for her to perform ; and she must find her 
joy in obeying Him, by discharging them. 
Therefore did He say unto her, "Touch 
me not ; for I am not yet ascended to my 
Father ; but go unto my brethren, and say 
vnto them, I ascend unto my Father, and 
your Father, to my God and your God*" 
He permitted other women to £all at his 
feet, and hold Him. by them. He asked 
the disciples to touch Him, and see that 
he was a Uving man. He said to Thomas, 
" Reach hither thy finger, and behold my 
hands ; and reach hither thy hand, and 
thrust it into my side ; and be not faithless, 
but believing." Whence then arose the 
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difference of his conduct ? In these latter 
cases, his purpose was to convince the 
disciples of his absolute identity with the 
Master whom they had mourned over, as 
dead ; and so to be assured, by the evidence 
of their senses, that He was a risen and a 
victorious Lord ; — risen from the grave, and 
victorious ovar death and Satan. Mary 
was already convinced of this truth, by 
his own address, and the power whereby it 
was accompanied : she therefore needed 
not the proof: and it was not meet, that 
die time which might be beneficially em^ 
ployed in a message of mercy, should be 
spent in her own private delight, as she 
held the feet of her dear and glorified 
Lord. Bear this fact in mind, my brethren, 
ye who have reason to hope, that He re- 
gards you with tenderness ; and who each 
desire to say with Peter, " Lord, thou 
knowest all things, diou knowest that I 
love thee/' Communion with Him will 
be the joy of yotir hearts ; but it must not 
be indulged in that extent of privacy-^in 
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that tendency to quietism and ahstractkm, 
which would give all the hours of spiritual 
life, to closet communion, and leave none, 
or few at most, for active employment in 
the Lord's service. Expect communion 
with Him ; and seek that communion, not 
only in more private exercises, and means 
of approach, hut also while you are en- 
gaged in doing his will: lest otherwise 
your very love of Him be turned by Satan 
into a temptation, to make you inattentive 
to the spiritual necessities of others ; for- 
getting them in converse with Him ; over- 
looking the membership of the body, in 
communion with the glorious Head. 

And then again, dear brethren, Mary, 
with many others, who have had like 
precious faith and love with herself, was in 
much danger of indulging an affection of 
feeling y rather than an affection of duty. 
There is much hazard of thus knowing 
Christ, after the flesh ; and so, of being 
unfitted, to the extent with which a be- 
liever's loins should always be girded, for 
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doing Him active service, in a spirit of 
self-denial ; and for expecting his presence, 
and the manifestations of his presence, in 
the performance of those duties which He 
binds upon \is. " Touch me not ; I am 
not yet ascended to my Father." * There 
will be time enough for this expression of 
thy love hereafter.' She probably needed 
also to be thus put in mind of the great end 
of his resurrection, — even that He might 
ascend to God, and do the remainder of 
his priestly office with Him in heaven, 
as the Intercessor of the Church. She 
seemed to wish to retain Him upon earth ; 
and so to be contented, as it were, with 
the present joy — with half a resurrection. 
And alas 1 how sadly do our dim and im- 
perfect views of Jesus Christ, of his offices, 
of the work of his love, of the nature 
of a believer s union with Him, make us 
contented with a fellowship much less spirit- 
ual than we are invited to maintain ; and 
with privileges much lower than we should 
enjoy, if our faith were strengthened, our 
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views of Him purified, and our hearts more 
conformed to Him. 

(1.) Our Lord was anxious to fulfil all 
the prophecies that concerned Himself ; amd 
aSy by the Spirit^ He had said in Damdy 
'^ I will declare thy name unto my breth- 
ren^* so do we nowjind Him accomplishing 
this prediction concerning Himself j by the 
ministration of Mary Magdalene. All the 
disciples had fled; one of them had not 
only forsaken, but denied Him; yet, aL» 
though, (if at any time,) we should have 
expected Jesus to rebuke their timid de- 
sertion with severity, it would have been 
at the moment of that resurrection, which 
proved his divinity, and the unreasonable- 
ness of their fears, we find Him calling 
them by the endearing term of *^ Brethfren.'^ 
He makes no change in his rdatton to 
them; nay, so far from diminishing the 
expression of his love, he gives it greater 
intensity ; as though it were to testify the 
abundance of his tenderness and grace. 
Before his death, they were servants, dis- 
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ciples, friends, but never, nntU now, were 
they styled by Him his brethren. They 
had been ashamed to own Him, as their 
Lord ; but He was not ashamed to call 
Himself their brother. And, was it not a 
most glorious announcement to them ; and 
not only to them, but by them, to every 
member of the Redeemer's Church ? Yes, 
my beloved friends, in the gospel, we come 
to you, on this resurrection-day of Him, 
of whom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named, to address you as his 
brethren. 

(2.) Are the great ones of the earthy in 
their alUances^ proudly (mxums to have 
their connexions knoiun, which are but for 
a da/y^ and that a day of sin and vanity : 
and shall you, who are brethren to the 
Prince of the kings of the earthy and the 
Almighty Lord of heaoenj feel no joy in such 
a nnion^ arid thai a union which shall last 
for ever ? The condescension of Christ is 
altogether personal. Only the Son of God 
became your brother, who bdieve on his 
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name. For although every Person of the 
Godhead took part in your redemption, yet 
to neither of the others can you look up 
as to a brother ; but only to Him. O 
there is an endearment in this relation, 
under all your tremblings, and fears, and 
misgivings, for sm and desertion, when 
you regard Him, in renewed glory, as a 
risen Saviour, which may hush every voice 
of sorrow and disquiet into repose and 
peace. For, like Joseph by the throne of 
Pharaoh, in his exaltation, the Lord will 
• remember your iniquities no more. There- 
fore it is, that you can call God your own 
Parent, in the grace of adopting love, be- 
cause Jesus is your Brother : and therefore 
can we have authority to tell you, that He 
is ascended to his Father, and your Father, 
to his God, and your God. Therefore is 
it our privilege, to speak to you, who are 
the true disciples of the Lord, however 
oppressed by the sense of your unworthi- 
ness ; and to tell you (may the Spirit of 
adoption bring home the blessed truth to 
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every one of your hearts !) thai, being 
risen in Jesus, you are truly the children 
of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs 
of God and joint heirs with Christ. Enter- 
tain, I beseech you, as through his grace 
you may, this Spirit of adoption, according 
to the personal union and oneness of God's 
family, with its blessed Head ; and bring 
it with you, for the enlargement of your 
hearts in prayer, whenever you draw nigh 
to the throne of grace. 

(3.) We come this day with a message^ 
fall of inercy and consolation^ from Him 
who was dead, and is alive again, for ever* 
more ; even the risen Saviour of sinners. 
His God, according to the humanity of his 
nature, is your God ; his Father, your 
Father ; and to this common Lord and 
parent doth He go ; not to leave you com- 
fortless, who are his brethren, according to 
the adoption of grace ; not to forget you 
in his absence, and to think only of his 
own rest and glory. No ; He goes thither, 
to assure you, that your debt is paid, your 
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surety delivered, your salvation complete. 
He goes, to exalt your nature into heaven ; 
and to present it glorified before the throne, 
in Himself. He goes, to send down the 
Comforter, who shall ahide with you for 
ever ; and fill your hearts with that peace, 
which the world can neither give nor take 
away. He goes, that He may he able " to 
save to the uttermost aU them who come 
unto God by Him." He goes, to prepare a 
place for you ; that He may come again and 
receive you to Himself, that where He is, 
there you may be also. He goes, to reign 
in your hearts, until He shall come again, 
to rule his Church in triumphant royalty. 
£yen now, doth He make all things, yea 
the very agitations and distractions of the 
Church, work tt^ther for your good, as 
for the good of them that love Him, and 
are the called, according to his pm^ose. 
O thea, dear friends in the Saviour, while 
He is risen and glorious, will ye lie crouch- 
ing in the dust ? While He is in heaven, 
shall your affections remain on eartti ? "If 
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ye be risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth at the 
right hand of God." Lift up your hearts, 
in holy joy to your Lord ; now not lifted 
up upon the cross, but upon the throne of 
mediatorial power and love. Lift them up 
in the habitual heavenly-mindedness, with 
which his disciples should follow the Lamb, 
whithersoever He goeth: and while you 
walk on earth, live in the spiritual atmos- 
phere, fellowship, and privileges, of your 
Redeemer's kingdom. 

(4.) Haxe I any tidings to bring to you, 
my dear hearerSy who Juwe never yet stood 
by the sepulchrCy to weep with Mary^ over 
the sins that crucified the Lord of glory ^ 
and laid Him there ? I cannot address 
you, as his brethren : I cannot tell you, 
that He is ascended to his Father and yow 
Father ; for, except providentially, you must 
not claim to be the children of Grod. Never- 
theless, I have a message from God unto 
you. I tell you, that Jesus Christ, although 
risen with .power and great glory from the 
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grave in which his humanity slept, and 
ascended into heaven, is still the same in- 
viting Saviour that He was, in the days of 
his earthly mercy, when He cried, '* Come 
imto me." He is still so crying ; still 
pleading with you : and shall He plead in 
vain ? If you refuse, will your weakness 
be able to withstand Him, who is thus 
proved to have all power in heaven and 
earth given unto Him ? Will your sins be 
overlooked, when you would not bring 
them to Him for pardon ? Will his death 
avail you, when you refuse to plead it 
before God? Will his resurrection avail 
you, if you choose to lie buried in the 
grave of imputed, and of reigning sin? No, 
my hearers, no. The wrath of God is still 
pronounced against all iniquity : and while 
your sins cleave to you, and not to Christ, 
for you, as faith pleads the atonement, you 
have no part nor lot in the blessings of 
this day's festival. May the Holy Spirit 
give you a spiritual resurrection in Christ 
Jesus : that where sin hath reigned unto 
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death, even in your hearts, there, may 
grace reign, through righteousness, unto 
eternal life, by Jesus Christ ; making you 
meet, in Him, for the joy, the transport, 
and the blessedness of that hastening day, 
when He shall come to be glorified in his 
saints, and to be admired in all them that 
believe ! 



THE END. 
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